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In Our Prayers:

In convalescent care, Marlene Bardarson, Kirk Ferguson, 

Rev. Bob Mayou, Marjorie Souder, Arlene Tillman, Stewart Thompson

For health and support, Carol Arnold, Cecily Ashworth, Lynn Ashworth, 

Ali Bankhead, Mary Boon, Danielle Casem, Phyllis Chandler, Ellen Charles, Mike

Chernik, Helen Dennington, Terry Edlin, Carolyn German, Aaron Gerstner, 

Kimberly Goforth, Gorder Family, Tom Herrmann, Jane Holechek, Diane Hraben,

Pat Jeffries, Kathy, Howard Kauffman, Barbara Kent, Judy Lamers, Shirley Littleton,

Laurel McDonald, Dan Miller, Laurel Morgan, Natalie, Bill Nuchols, Kay Otto, Pia, 

Barbara Pope, Madison Salvador, Sandy, Bob Schiffer, Micheline Scoggins, Sarah Six,

Randy Sosa, Mark Spangler, Charlotte Stevenson, Ken Sutton Family, 

Connie & Jim Taylor, Lisa Thomas, Tony Vasquez, Sherry Weide, 

Herman Williams, Gerry Wright, Robert and Barbara Zeeb

PASTOR’S REPORT (2017)
(Note: The following Report of the Pastor was

presented to the 2017-2018 All Church Con-

ference held on Sunday, November 19, 2017.

Pastor Kim would like to share this report

with everyone in the congregation.)

I, as your Pastor in my second year

here, am pleased to report that, by God’s

grace, our church has been striving to be

a dedicated community of faith and love.

We will continue praying and working

together to accomplish our mission of

“making disciples of Jesus Christ for the

transformation of the world.” I express

my sincere gratitude to the congregation

and the committed leaders for your con-

tinuing and fruitful missions and min-

istries.

This year, we are so

grateful to God for the reac-

tivated “Stephen Ministry,”

the Stephen Leaders (David

Fraser & Marie Madden),

and the newly commis-

sioned Stephen Ministers

who have committed them-

selves into caring ministry.

Moreover, we celebrate
cont’d. on Page 2
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We wish you and your family a Merry and Blessed Christmas!
from Pastor J. T. Kim and all the Staff Members



From Pastor Kim cont’d.

the new “His Helping Hands Ministry”

under the Mission Committee’s umbrella.

Our thanks to these new ministry teams’

hard work and dedication to making a

difference in people’s lives for God’s

glory.

I have been doing my best to meet all

the pastoral needs of my parishioners,

making sure that I am available for coun-

seling, visiting, prayers, and all other nec-

essary pastoral care, through my

“ministry of presence.” My spiritual lead-

ership, including my preaching and teach-

ing ministries, is also my priority. I have

been joyfully leading Adult Sunday

School sessions, Tuesday Bible Study

classes, the annual Lenten Soup Supper

Bible Study Series, and New Members

Classes. Moreover, I am excited to prepare

not only for a new Advent Bible Study se-

ries to be held in December, but also for a

new midweek Bible Study that will be of-

fered on every Wednesday night, starting

late January 2018.

I primarily commit myself to the con-

gregation by providing Word, Sacraments,

Administration, and Pastoral Care. At the

same time, I am also called to serve the

community and the world, to support the

ecumenical and inclusive programs and

events not only within the congregation

but also local and global. I am proud of

my congregation members who are al-

ways willing to welcome and embrace

everyone from all walks of life.

This year especially, we have initiated

new community opportunities of sharing

our faith and love. Thanks to the Church

& Society Committee for hosting both the

“Glocally-Connected” Luncheon Fellow-

ship and the Interfaith “Iftar” Dinner to

help the refugees of the Muslim commu-

nity, and to the Aldersgate Chorale for

singing at the “Reformation 500” Choir

Concert, along with multi-denominational

churches in the community. Moreover, the

Church Council is still in the initial

process of research for joining many other

United Methodist churches nationwide as

a “Reconciling Congregation,” which will

be an excellent and significant opportu-

nity for us to become an inclusive com-

munity of truly welcoming and

ministering to everyone, including the

LGBT community, with our “Open

Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.”

Beyond my pastoral appointment, I

have been actively and regularly attend-

ing the Riverside Mission Area (UMC)

meetings with other Clergy members and

Lay Leaders at various church sites, the

Police-Clergy Partnership Meetings at

Magnolia Police Center,

DMB (Downtown/Magnolia/Brock-

ton) Clergy Group gatherings mainly at

Calvary Presbyterian Church, TURN

(Today’s Urban Renewal Network) meet-

ings at the City Hall, the Mayor’s Initia-

REFRIGERATOR REMINDER 

(to hang on your fridge)

LIVE NATIVITY 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017

SCHEDULE:
5:30 – 6:30 pm    Report to the Fellowship Hall for pizza dinner, costumes, and rehearsal. 

Please be on time!

6:30 – 7:30 pm    Live Nativity in the stable on the front lawn.

Performances at 6:30 and 7:00

Actor INFO: (open to all children and adults – there are no speaking parts):

Dress warmly. We want you to have a blessed Christmas. We do not want you to get sick. All

costumes can accommodate warm pants and any jackets. If you have gloves, wear those, too.

Wear your warmest shoes/boots. Angels, wear warm pants and shoes – for your top, please

wear something white or light colored (jacket/sweater/long sleeved shirt, old t-shirt over

your jacket) for your top layer .

Singer INFO:
Like to sing? Join the singing group at the Live Nativity. We have the music and flashlights

and you’ll know all the songs. Singers please arrive in Fellowship Hall by 6:15 pm.

General INFO:
Invite your family and friends, as this is a beautiful and free Christmas event. We will be serv-

ing hot drinks and Christmas cookies to spectators during the Live Nativity. It’s a chance to

wear that scarf and hat in your closet.  Come and meet the donkey and goats. We also have a

beautiful baby Jesus. Merry Christmas and THANK YOU!

Questions? Call Susan Tomlinson (Chal, Brad and Leslie’s mom) 951-684-4084 home, 

951-536-4239 cell or the church kitchen the night of the event 951-787-8283.

First United Methodist Church of Riverside

4845 Brockton Avenue



tive “Love Your Neighbor” meetings at

various locations, and Riverside Com-

munity Hospital Workshops. I have been

serving as an official “Visiting Clergy” at

Riverside Community Hospital, a mem-

ber of the East District Building & Loca-

tions Committee, and a member of the

Conference Board of Pension. Moreover,

I have been coaching not only for clergy

members but also for parishioners and

anyone who needs to be coached in life.

My Continuing Education for this year

includes: “District How-To-Workshop”

(2/4) at Church of the Good Shepherd,

Arcadia; “Symposium on Homelessness”

(2/9) at University of California River-

side; “Coaching4Clergy Training” (4/24-

4/27) at El Segundo UMC; “Creative

Worship Workshop” (8/26) at Rolling

Hills UMC; “Clergy Convocation” (8/29-

8/31) in Indian Wells; and “District

SPRC Workshop” (9/11) at FUMC of

Riverside.

Thank you so much for being a won-

derful congregation, for your warmth

and dedication. I am confident that as we

give thanks to God for the past 145 years

of worship and ministry in God’s stead-

fast love, God will work continually and

amazingly with us and through us for

His kingdom for many more years to

come! Thanks be to God!

Love and blessings, Pastor J. T Kim

Church & Society Missions is collect-

ing non-perishable food items during

the months of November and December

for the Riverside Salvation Army.

The Salvation Army collects more

than household items and clothing.

They also support the homeless by serv-

ing hot meals, providing sack lunches

for homeless shelters and 

giving families in need food boxes

monthly.

After the rush of getting food to fami-

lies over the holidays, our goal is to help

them stock up for the New Year by pro-

viding non-perishable food items:

peanut butter and jelly, mac and cheese,

beef stew, soup, cereal, canned fruit and

vegetables, etc.

Collection boxes will be in the church

office and Narthex during the months of

November and December. Call Lisa

Laird for further information, 951-276-

4490.



MISSION MOMENTS

from UMW

Submitted by Peggy Ramsay

Mission Coordinator for Education

Contributed by Lester and Deborah

Dornon, missionaries, General Board of

Global Ministries, Nepal. 

The Christmas service was to have

started at 11:00, but actually began

after 11:30, with lots of village folk

and all the children. So we tried

something different. When the

prayers were being spoken for the

sermon, Les slipped out and I went

up to the front of the church.  I apol-

ogized that Les was not going to be

able to give the message, as he had

been suddenly called to the hospital. 

I said I couldn't give the sermon,

but had met an interesting person on

the path that morning. At that point

Les came in the back of the church

dressed as a shepherd. He came to

the front and spoke as if he were the

shepherd. He basically shared the

gospel message, and left everyone

with the words that Jesus had come

as a wonderful gift to us from God.

Happy 

january 

Birthdays!

Nicholas Lovekin ...................................1

Margaret Speir ........................................2

Benita Roberts.........................................3

Jim Taylor ................................................5

Teiapa’a Tupou .......................................5

John McDonald.......................................7

Bob    Binford .............................................8

Dylan Grimes..........................................8

John Burch .............................................11

Berkley Kaufhold .................................11

Deirdre Kirkwood ................................11

Brad Tomlinson.....................................11

Jas Roberts .............................................12

Teresa Clark...........................................16

Patricia Ream........................................17

Sheryl Plumley .....................................18

Mack Davis............................................20

Kate Lovekin.........................................21

Beulah Leake.........................................25

Stewart Thompson...............................27

Susan Exon............................................28

Rebecca Slaughter ................................28

Richard Bennett ....................................29

Evie Fletcher..........................................30

Bob Kraft................................................30

Kyle Weakly ..........................................31



Please join us December 17 at 6:30 and

7:00 pm (two performances) on the Front

Lawn as we celebrate the birth of Christ with

a Live Nativity. Come and listen to the beau-

tiful singing and see the live animals. 

This will be our 20th year of the 

current program. If you or a family member

participated in the Live Nativity, we would

like you to come back and share in the 

experience again.

Cookies and hot chocolate will be 

available.

Stephen Ministry
FUMCOR has been a Stephen 

Ministry congregation for many years

but we had not had active Stephen

Ministers for many years and the pro-

gram was dormant. That changed in

2017. Four members of our congrega-

tion, Lynn Ashworth, Allison George,

Greg Laird and Do Won Lee com-

pleted the 50-hour training to become

Stephen Ministers in July 2017. David

Fraser and Marie Madden, certified

Stephen Leaders, conducted the train-

ing.

Stephen Ministry is a ministry of

visiting, listening, supporting, and

nurturing to help people through

tough times. Members of our congre-

gation who are stricken with grief

after losing a loved one, those recov-

ering from illness or those suffering in

any way may receive regular visits

from one of our Stephen Ministers.

Men serve other men and women

serve other women. Stephen Minis-

ters listen with compassion, provide

both emotional and spiritual support,

pray with their care receiver, and help

them through

their time of suf-

fering. Stephen

Ministers bring

God’s healing,

love, compas-

sion, and

strength to those

they serve. They bring Christ’s light

to those in darkness. Stephen Minis-

ters serve God and act as messengers

of God’s grace and love.

At the end of November, our

Stephen Ministry team began reach-

ing out to people on our church’s

prayer list to offer words of comfort

and support and to pray with those

we know need all of our prayers.

If you or someone you know in our

congregation is hurting in some way

and would like to find out more

about how a Stephen Minister might

be able to help, please contact our

Stephen Ministry Leader, David

Fraser by phone: 951-205-6504, or by

email: 
StephenMinistry@firstchurchriverside.org



December 2017 No Handcrafters

   1      CWU Christmas Party, Buffet, 

Salvation Army Silvercrest 9:30 am

   2      Setup for Alternative Gift Fair &

Mini Bazaar 8:00 am

   3      First Sunday of Advent

   3      Alternative Gift Fair & Mini

Bazaar 11:00 am

 11      Almond/Wesleyan Circle, Lunch

Out, 12:00 Noon (place TBA)

 12      Citrus Circle (Adult Lounge) Din-

ner Out, 6:00 PM at Ooka (Plaza)

 13      Christmas Brunch (Fireside

Room, Fellowship Hall) 

           10:00 AM - Officer Installation

 25      Christmas Day

HANDCRAFTERS
Though we will not meet again

until the end of January, Keep your

crafter's eye open to projects that

we might make next year. 'Tis a Sea-

son of color and creativity!

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

UMW will celebrate the Season

with a festive Christmas Brunch to-

gether on Wednesday, Dec.13, starting

at 10:00 am in the Fireside Room in

Fellowship Hall. The program will in-

clude the installation of the UMW of-

ficers for 2018. Come be part of the

festivities.

SAVE THAT SHAMPOO! (Mouth-

wash, Hand Lotion, Soap too)

United Methodist Women are now

collecting sample size toiletries to

make emergency toiletry kits. In cases

of domestic abuse, women will often

take nothing with them when they

leave the house. Women’s shelters do

not provide emergency toiletries.

United Methodist Women will put

together small kits that the police will

distribute to the women on an as-

needed basis.

Please contribute small advertising

samples that are mailed to your house

or the courtesy bottles that are pro-

vided by hotels. You can give the toi-

letries to any UMW officer or leave

them in the narthex in the medicine

bottle/glasses box. 

ACTIVITY BAGS
When a father or mother are ar-

rested and taken to jail, their minor

children are also taken to the police

Youth and Young Adult 

Calendar

Sunday, December 3

     9:15 am—Sunday School in

the Youth Center.

     5:00 pm—Youth & Young Adults

will be cookie baking in Mary’s

Kitchen.

Sunday, December 10

     9:15 am—Sunday School in

the Youth Center.

     4:00 pm—All-church caroling. Meet

in parking lot to carpool.

Sunday, December 17

     9:15 am—Sunday School in

the Youth Center.

     5:30-6:30 pm—Meet in Fellowship

Hall for dinner, costumes for 

Live Nativity.

     6:30 & 7:00 pm—Live Nativity

on Front Lawn.

Sunday, December 24

     9:15 am—Sunday School in

the Youth Center.

     10:00 am—Worship

     7:00 pm—Christmas Eve Commun-

ion and Candlelight service.

Monday, December 25

Merry Christmas!

Every Thursday Evening

     Lifetree Cafe, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm

(except Thanksgiving) at Arlington

UMC’s Tertulia Cafe. 

Mark Your Calendar
On Sunday, December 10, at 4:00

pm everyone is encouraged to join

us as we share Christmas carols

with our seniors who are unable to

join us on Sundays. See Do Lee for

details.

Meet us in the church parking

lot at 4:00 pm.



station to wait until either a relative

or Child Protective Services come to

pick them up. The wait is usually 4-6

hours. The children range in ages

from the very young who are not yet

able to read, to older children who

can be distracted with puzzles, books,

and word searches.

United Methodist Women gives ac-

tivity bags to the Riverside Police De-

partment to hand out to those

children. We will be giving another

set of activity bags in January. Do you

have gently used small toys (Rubik’s

cube, puzzles) books (bath-time soft

readers, early literacy easy reading)

or items you think a child would

enjoy playing with? As you clean out

your children’s toy chests to create

space for new Christmas gifts, take a

good look at your discards and ask

yourself if it is something that an-

other child might appreciate.

Stuffed animals (clean and gently

used) give a child something to hold

and are greatly desired. Toys should

not be so small that they present a

choking hazard, but they need to be

small enough to fit into a gallon size

ziplock bag. The stuffed animals can

be any size. Please give donations to

any UMW officer. You can also leave

your donations at the church office. 

UMW Cont’d.
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The Methodist Men are planning a fine luncheon program on Sunday, Dec. 10th

after church. Come on over at 11:30 am and help jump start the Season. Lunch is a

$6.00 donation, with maximum $15 for a family. Child care will be available during

the program if you choose to use it before lunch is served. Our first attempt at the

new luncheon format went very well last month with a fantastic program by Tina

Rajaratnam sharing her interesting life, growing up in a United Nations Diplomatic

family and living in many interesting places around the world. Thanks Tina! 



Let us welcome our new Sisters and Brothers in Christ! They were wel-

comed and received into our membership through Baptism, Reaffirmation of

Faith, and Transfer on Sunday, November 19, 2017. We are introducing our

new members and their families here. Here are nice photos taken with 

Pastor Kim.

ANGEL FAMILY: Melissa Elsner and Andrew Angel have

become professing members through Reaffirmation of

their Faith. Their three beautiful children have been also

baptized! Melissa has been graciously helping our chil-

dren’s ministry. From left: Jude, Allysen, and Anabella

Angel. Welcome!

CORK FAMILY: Daniel “Dan” Cork has become a pro-

fessing member through Reaffirmation of his Faith. Dan

and Danielle “Dani,” who is already one of the faithful

and active members of FUMCOR, got married on 

September 11, 2017. Congratulations and congratula-

tions!!

REBEL HARRELL: Rebel Harrell has transferred her

membership from First United Methodist Church of Pa-

cific Grove, California. She has been actively serving

through the Response and the Aldersgate Chorale. Wel-

come!

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Parents, do you need time to shop?

Children age 3 through 4th grade
are invited to meet Santa Claus and

have some fun!

Friday, December 8,
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

at the Preschool

A light dinner will be provided.
Must register with the church office

at 951-683-7831. 
Limited to 30 children.



LABRADOR FAMILY: All these three family members,

Brandon Labrador, Rachel Roland, and their daughter

Abigail Labrador, have been baptized. Brandon and

Rachel have become professing members, through their

Adult Baptism, and Abigail - a baptized member, through

Child Baptism. Welcome!

REAM FAMILY: Patricia and Robert “Bob” Ream have be-

come professing members through Reaffirmation of their

Faith. Patricia and her mother Adelina joyfully volun-

teered to help the VBS this year! Patricia and Bob have

two lovely children: Jules and Arlene Ream. Welcome!

UPDEGRAFF FAMILY: Derek and Elizabeth Updegraff

have become professing members through Reaffirmation

of their Faith. Miletta and Itsel Updegraff are their amaz-

ing daughters. We were blessed to have Elizabeth who

presented an awesome liturgical dance during Sunday

Worship on November 12, 2017. Welcome!



December 2017
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

8:45 am Glocally Connected

Training—Koinonia

9:00 am Camp Wrightwood

Faith Fest at Arlington UMC

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

8:45 am Youth Bells/Percussion 

Players/Bells—MK

9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC

9:30 am Children’s Chimes—Sanctuary

10:00 am Worship/Communion/

Children’s Chimes

11:00 am Alternative Gift Fair & Mini

Bazaar—Fellowship Hall

12:00 pm Youth Cookie Baking—MK

7:00 pm Trustees

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Worship Committee

—Adult Lounge

10:00 am Bible Study—MK

11:30 am Staff Christmas Party

—Adult Lounge

7:00 pm Bells Rehearsal—Sanctuary 

6:00 pm Sit ‘N Sew Quilters

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Advent Bible Study #1

—Fellowship Hall

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale Rehearsal

—Music Room

7:00 pm Lifetree Cafe—Arlington UMC

5:30 pm Evening with Santa

—Fellowship Hall

8:45 am Youth Bells/Percussion 

Players—Mary’s Kitchen

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC

9:30 am Children’s Chimes—YC

10:00 am Worship/Aldersgate Lessons &

Carols

11:00 am UMM Lunch  Program—FH

11:15 am Communications.—MK

11:15 am Evangelism/Disc.—AL

4:00 pm All-Church Caroling—Pkg. Lot

11:30 am Almond/Wesleyan Lunch

—Off Campus
10:00 am Bible Study—MK

7:00 pm Bells Rehearsal—Sanctuary 

6:00 pm UMW Citrus Circle

—Off Campus

7:00 pm SPRC—Conference Room

9:00 am UMW Exec. Committee

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Advent Bible Study #2

—Fellowship Hall

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale Rehearsal

—Music Room

7:00 pm Lifetree Cafe—Arlington UMC

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

8:45 am Bells/Youth Bells/

Percussion Players/Bells—S

9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC

10:00 am Worship/Bells/Youth Bells

Children’s Program

11:00 am Happy Birthday Jesus Cake—FH

11:15 am Website Eval. Mtg.—MK

6:30 & 7 pm Live Nativity—Front Lawn

5:30 pm Finance Committee

—Conference Room
10:00 am Bible Study

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Bells Rehearsal

—Sanctuary

9:00 am UMW Unit Meeting

—Koinonia

7:00 pm Advent Bible Study #3

—Fellowship Hall

6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale Rehearsal

—Music Room

7:00 pm Lifetree Cafe—Arlington UMC

Church Campus Closes

at Noon (Christmas Eve) Hunger Ministry

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC

9:15 am Aldersgate Reh.—Music Rm.

10:00 am Worship

6:15 pm Aldersgate Reh.—Music Room

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

—Sanctuary

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

CHURCH CAMPUS CLOSED

CHURCH CAMPUS CLOSED 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Lifetree Cafe—Arlington UMC

Church Campus Closes

at Noon (New Year’s Eve)

30

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

10:00 am Worship

No evening Youth/Young

Adult meeting.

31


