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Laurel McDonald passed away on March 8. 

Grace Taylor passed away on March 9 in Alabama.

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families.

In Our Prayers

In convalescent care, Kirk Ferguson, DeDe Earhart, Rev. Bob Mayou

For health and support, Carole Arnold, Lynn Ashworth, 

Mary Boon, Eugene Brown, Danielle Casem, Phyllis Chandler, Noriekim Chavez, 

Mike Chernik, Tim Clark, Elizabeth Davis, Helen Dennington, Terry Edlin, 

Walt Einhorn, Kimberly Goforth, Judy Graeber, Bertha Harris, George Holt, Barbara Kent,

Judy Lamers, Mary Mayou, Reuben Munoz, Don Nauss, Jessica Oaks, Kay Otto, 

Ashish Peters, Barbara Pope, Nathanial Pritchard, Chandra Roberts, Laura Robinson, 

Shukla Sen, Bob Schiffer/Lisa Thomas, Micheline Scoggins, Paul Slagle, Mark Spangler, 

Connie & Jim Taylor, Sharren Thompson, Truelock Family, Claudia Velazquez, Paul Ward,

Velma Wellborn, Lynette Williams, Myra Williams, Gerry Wright, Anita Yunes

STAND FIRM
This year we were blessed to host a

Mission Area Combined Ash Wednesday

Service with the brothers and sisters from

Corona UMC and Wesley UMC. The

guest preacher, Rev. Lisa Wright, who

serves as President and CEO of United

Way of Inland Valley, shared during her

sermon Marie Kondo’s “Tidying Up,” as

one of her Lenten illustrations. She em-

phasized that the concept of removing

clutter and organizing essential items can

be implemented into our spiritual life.

Yes, I believe that we need a “Spiritual

Tidying Up” during Lenten season and

beyond – like every day!

Ash Wednesday, and throughout the

40 days of Lent, always invites us to a

dual encounter: (1) Confronting our own

mortality; and (2) Confessing our sins be-

fore God for reconciliation with God and

people. Through the Imposition of Ashes,

with the sign of the “cross” on our fore-

heads, we are reminded that we are 

mortal beings and are in need of 

repentance. 

We are constantly living with death in

this world that is full of violence of all

kinds. We are saddened to helplessly

hear the shocking news of innocent peo-

ple being killed all over the world. 

Many people, including some of our

loved ones, have died due to illnesses, 

accidents, or attacks. There seems to be

no end to the grieving and

missing of our dearly loved

ones who have gone 

before us. 

Lent offers us a more

meaningful time for us to

ponder our own “death.”

However, we as Christians

need to remember that, in 
cont’d. on Page 2
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From Pastor Kim cont’d.

Christ, the word “death” always goes

with the word “resurrection.” Baptism

signifies not only our “death” to our sins

and to our old nature, but also our “res-

urrection” with Christ and our New Life

in Christ.

According to The United Methodist

Church Book of Worship, all “funerals,

memorials, and celebrations of life serv-

ices” fall under just one category: 

“SERVICES OF DEATH AND RESUR-

RECTION.” A “Service of Death and Res-

urrection” clearly teaches us the twofold

nature of the service: (1) “the facts of

death and bereavement are honestly

faced”; (2) “the gospel of resurrection is

celebrated in the context of God’s Bap-

tismal Covenant with us in Christ” (The

Book of Worship, p. 139).

Death solemnly remains a mystery to

the living, and, especially, to everyone

who is left behind. Dealing with our own

death and comforting grieving families is

ever challenging because of our limited

capabilities. In March, I shared with you

my two sermons, “Learning to Live with

Death,” (#1 on 3/3 & #2 on 3/10). More-

over, I had written a Messenger article

entitled “Life and Death” (April 2017). 

(If you would like to obtain a copy of

manuscripts of my sermons and/or the

article, please call, 951-683-7831, or email

me: pastorjtkim@firstchurchriverside.org)

We must remember that, even though

“death” is our human condition, an 

unavoidable reality, and our “worst

enemy,” we have this hope of “resurrec-

tion” in God’s eternal presence and love.

Apostle Paul proclaims our “resurrec-

tion” in Christ in the entire chapter 15 of

1 Corinthians. He boldly concludes this

chapter with this amazing word of en-

couragement: “But thanks be to God! 

He gives us the victory through our Lord

Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear broth-

ers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing

move you. Always give yourselves fully

to the work of the Lord, because you

know that your labor in the Lord is not

in vain,” (1 Cor. 15:57-58, NIV). 

Despite our reality of mortality, which

is beyond our control or wish, by God’s

grace, we have the ultimate “victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” In our

life, all we have to do is “stand firm” by

letting “nothing (absolutely nothing!)

move” us, for we are like deeply rooted

“trees planted by streams of water”

(Psalm 1:3) in Christ.

In these seasons of Lent and Easter, let

us “stand firm” in Christ, for we know

and believe the complete and ultimate

story of God’s steadfast love through

Christ Jesus! 

Grace and Hope,

Pastor J. T. Kim



YOUTH CALENDAR
Sunday, April 7

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in

the Youth Center.

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult

meet in the Youth Center.

Sunday, April 14

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in

the Youth Center. 

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult

meet in the Youth Center.

Sunday, April 21

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in

the Youth Center. 

10:00 am—Confirmation and

Baptism during Worship.

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult

meet in the Youth Center.

Sunday, April 28

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in

the Youth Center. 

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult

meet in the Youth Center.

Lily Dedications
It is nice to honor and remember

your loved ones at Easter time. We

are asking for a $10 donation for each

lily you would like to dedicate and

take home after the worship service

on April 21.

There are lily dedication forms in

the narthex or you can call the church

office at (951) 683-7831 to submit your

dedication. We need to get the infor-

mation no later than April 12. 

Remember to use AmazonSmile,

which donates a portion back to FUM-

COR, when purchasing your Easter

wardrobe and other warm-weather

needs. Access AmazonSmile through

our website.



United Methodist Women (UMW) are

asking the congregation to partner with

us in the following ways:

Prayer Calendar: UMW has a calendar

available each year to encourage prayers

and remembrance of the missions and

workers supported by UMW and the

United Methodist Church. Each day on

the calendar includes readings from the

lectionary, a mission focus, and birthdays

of staff of the General Board of Global

Ministries and mission personnel. In ad-

dition, it includes children’s artwork,

messages from those working for mis-

sions around the world, etc.

A large pocket calendar located in the

Narthex will be updated each month

with some of this information. UMW is

encouraging members of the congrega-

tion to take one or more slips of paper

featuring a scripture, mission focus, or

birthday to include in their prayers for

that day, week, or month. Also, a few

past calendars are on display so you can

get an idea of the additional information

it contains.

If you would like to follow the calen-

dar online, it can be accessed at face-

book.com/umw prayer calendar.

Police Department Activity Bags: UMW

is continuing to collect items to entertain

children of all ages while they wait for a

responsible adult or Social Services to

pick them up after a parent is detained

or interviewed. Many of these parents

and children are often victims of domes-

tic violence.

Examples of the items we can use are:

♱ Coloring books for all ages

♱ Crayons and colored pencils 

♱ Large-print word find books

♱ Activity pads

♱ Puzzles for all ages (100 pieces or less)

♱ Card games

♱ Small dolls (Barbie size or smaller)

♱ Miscellaneous small toys to fit in 

1 to 2 gallon plastic bags

♱ Books for all ages 

♱ Matchbox-size cars

♱ 6” to 8” stuffed animals

Monetary donations will gladly be 

accepted to purchase items.

Methodist Hospital: UMW continues to

collect NEW 10” TO 14” stuffed animals

for chaplains to give to hospitalized chil-

dren while visiting with them.



April 2019
Handcrafters, 9:30 am, April 3, 24

Asbury Room

8         Almond/Wesleyan Circle 

          Potluck

          (Mary’s Kitchen), 12:00 Noon

 10         Executive Committee 

              (Mary’s Kitchen) 10:00 AM

 13         Artisan Spring Boutique

 17         UMW Meeting (Koinonia) 

              10:00 AM

 21         Easter

 23         Citrus Circle (Adult Lounge) 

              7:00 PM, 

              Leader: Paulette Bruggeman

 27         East District Spiritual Retreat: 

              Quiet Discipleship

In the first quarter of 2019 the UMW

made $510 from our annual Bake Sale.

We donated $700 to Feed America.

We donated $200 to the UMW Legacy

Fund in honor of Lynn Ashworth.

Handcrafters will meet April 3rd and

24th at 9:30am in the Asbury Room.

Tea Towels are in and we need help

washing, ironing and embroidering

them. If you can help please contact

Shirley Parks at 689-3019.

If you would be interested in learning

how to embroider Tea Towels for the

Bazaar, contact Shirley Parks at 689-3019.

We are trying to organize a class. 

The Spring Boutique will be held April

13th 9:00 am to 3:00 pm in Fellowship

Hall. Our Youth will be providing lunch.

Come see what the venders have to offer.

Invite a friend to come.

Contact Lisa Laird   276-4490 for more

information.

Mission U will be July 26-28 at Azusa

Pacific University. 

Cost is $275. There are scholarship

funds available. More information will

be in the May Messenger.

The United Methodist Men Luncheon

is coming up Sunday Morning, April 14,

after church. Our featured program will

be The Life and Times of Roger Murray.

He will briefly cover his Family back-

ground, Air Force Career, time as FUM-

COR Office Manager, and a bit on his Life

as a Tax Man. This is all part of the UMM

effort to help us get to know each other

better than what you learn by simply

“Passing the Peace” on Sunday morning.

The luncheon will be prepared by David

Fraser, who did a fantastic job last month

serving a St. Patrick’s corned beef and

cabbage dinner. Our thanks as well to

Myra Halsey who arranged the program

with the Wesley United Methodist

Church members summarizing the broad-

scope efforts they are doing to help

Homeless and low-income residents and

noting ways we could help.

We are also reminding members that

the annual UMM Silent Auction is com-

ing up next month, (the entire month of

May) with unique handcrafted or other

items that can be displayed in the Educa-

tion Building display case. The focus, as

usual, is to help raise Scholarship Funds

for FUMCOR students

Happy May Birthdays !
Sarah Overton-Fraser ..................................1

Bob Banks ......................................................2

Lynn Ashworth.............................................4

Marge Yeager ................................................4

Dave Cudney ................................................5

Nancy McCormick .......................................8

Emma Speir...................................................8

Clay Kirkwood .............................................9

Cindy Lonsdale ..........................................10

Miletta Updegraff.......................................10

Lee Ann Salmon .........................................12

Peter Brabant Sr. .........................................13

Jennifer Mahl ..............................................13

Rebel Harrell ...............................................15

Joan Roberts Cooper ..................................15

Roger Murray .............................................17

Erika Noble .................................................17

Jonathan Bales ............................................18

Julia Clark....................................................18

Karen Wilson...............................................18

Derrick Austin ............................................19

Genette Sizer ...............................................20

Chandra Roberts ........................................21

Silvie Updegraff .........................................25

Beth Waddell...............................................25

Ann Huntington.........................................27

Jocelyn Williams.........................................27

Bessie Ridley ...............................................30



Lenten Soup & Study

Wednesdays

April 3, 10

Fellowship Hall

Fifth Sunday in Lent—10:00 am

April 7 with Aldersgate Chorale

Palm Sunday

Palm/Passion Sunday

Children’s Procession, Aldersgate 

Chorale

April 14, 10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Maundy (Holy) Thursday

“The Living Last Supper” directed by

Dani Johnson-Cork and Dan Cork

Communion and Aldersgate Chorale; 

April 18, 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall

Good Friday

Mission Area Combined Service

April 19, 7:00 pm at Wesley UMC

EASTER SUNDAY

April 21, 2019

Community Easter Sunrise Service

Mt. Rubidoux

6:00 am

Easter Sunday Worship

FUMCOR Sanctuary

10:00 am with Aldersgate Chorale, 

Handbells, and Brass

Youth Confirmation and New 

Members Welcoming Celebration

Easter Family Celebrations

Fellowship Hall Patio

11:00 am

Release of Butterflies and Egg Hunt

APRIL LENTEN SEASON CALENDAR

Mail an Easter Card
Would you like to encourage someone on the FUMC prayer list and let

them know that the congregation continues to lift them in prayer.

Would you be willing to commit to sending an Easter card to someone on the

list?

We have Sunday School-made cards for you to send to your prayer list per-

son. You may choose one of those cards or use any card you already have at

home. Let’s see if we can share God’s love with everyone on the list. You can

obtain your cards as well as the name and address of someone on the prayer

list at the table on the patio following worship on April 7 and 14. 



FAITH IN ACTION 2019
I hope everyone attending UMM’s March luncheon enjoyed the speakers from

Wesley UMC. We certainly have a better understanding of their extensive H.O.P.E.

program and the passion they have for what they are doing.  

On Wednesday I took over 10 bags, a bin and 6 boxes of clothing, health items &

blankets! Thank you all! As they were sorting the health items I could hear them say-

ing over and over, “this is wonderful” “look at all this stuff”! Thank you all for going

through your closets and getting the items to the church, I cannot tell you how ap-

preciative they are. Besides sorting and folding clothes, I also sat in on their Bible

Study which they require attending if you are there asking for clothing, a shower

and grooming items. It was amazing!

Besides clothing and volunteers, they are in need of used washcloths, nail clip-

pers, can openers, large size shampoo with conditioner, bar soap, snack-size baggies

and Bibles. (They give each Bible Study participant a one-time gift of a Bible). Please

drop-off items at our church office or volunteer at Wesley UMC on Wednesday

mornings anytime between 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon. Call me, Lee Ann Salmon if

you would like to carpool. 951.906.6452.

Wesley UMC

5770 Arlington Avenue  

951.689.2649

When your closets are all cleaned out, please ask your family, friends and neigh-

bors to do the same. While you’re there, hand them an invite to our next FREE

events!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

You’re Invited
to First United Methodist Church’s Fellowship Hall, 4845 Brockton Ave. in Riverside: 

April 3 Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m.

April 14 Palm Sunday Service and

United Methodist Men’s Lunch at 11:00 a.m.

April 18 Last Supper Live Performance at 7:00 p.m.

April 21 Happy Easter!

Easter Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. followed by an Egg Hunt at 11:00 a.m.

Scholarships

Attention High School Seniors and

Current College Students: It is

Scholarship Application Time!

If you are interested in applying for

a scholarship, please e-mail your re-

quest for the application to

cec@firstchurchriverside.org (this is

the email for the Christian Education

Scholarship Committee). Please indi-

cate if this is your first time applying

or if you are a returning student, as

there are different applications for

each one.

Considerations for first time appli-

cants are (1) you must be an active

participant at FUMCOR, (participat-

ing where possible in worship, pray-

ing for the fellowship, sharing in the

Bible study disciplines, or pledging to

a church ministry.) (2) community in-

volvement, (3) financial need and (4)

educational objectives, (5) you will be

enrolled in an accredited vocational

school, 2-year accredited college, or 4-

year accredited college or university.

If you are a returning candidate, we

will consider (1) your participation in

the areas of leadership, Bible study,

Christian fellowship at your local col-

lege or university, (2) financial need,

(3) educational objectives, (4) you are

enrolled in an accredited vocational

school, 2-year accredited college, or 4-

year accredited college or university.

The application process will be

handled via e-mail, so it is important

that you use an e-mail address that

will be valid through the end of Au-

gust. Submission deadline is May 10,

2019. Candidates will be notified of

the scholarship awarded before the

end of May.

—Christian Education Scholarship Committee 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Your are cordially Invited to join Boy Scout Troop 270

for a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, May 19th at 11:10

Following worship in Fellowship Hall.

Donations are appreciated.

We are raising money for camping equipment.

Thank you in advance for your support of Troop 270.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

7:00 pm Trustees—Mary’s Kitchen 

7:00 pm Worship Committee

—Adult Lounge

9:00 am Messenger Volunteers

7:00 pm Bells—Mary’s Kitchen

9:30 am Handcrafters

—Asbury

6:00 pm Sit ‘N Sew Quilters

—Mary’s Kitchen

6:00 pm Lenten Soup Supper #4

—Fellowship Hall

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale

—Music Room

8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL

8:45 am Beginning Bells—MK

9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC

9:30 am Children’s Chimes—YC

10:00 am Worship/Communion

11:00 am Living Last Supper Rehearsal

—Fellowship Hall

11:15 am Church & Society/Missions

—Adult Lounge

5:00 pm Youth/Young Adults—YC

12:00 pm Almond Wesleyan 

Circle Potluck

—Mary’s Kitchen

10:00 am Bible Study

—Mary’s Kitchen

4:00 pm The Habit Fundraiser

—Off Campus

7:00 pm Bells—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Faith & Fellowship

—Adult Lounge

7:00 pm SPRC—Conference Room

10:00 am UMW Executive 

Committee

—Mary’s Kitchen

6:00 pm Lenten Soup Supper #5

—Fellowship Hall

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale

—Music Room

8:00 am UMW Spring Boutique

Setup—Fellowship Hall

9:00 am UMW Spring Boutique

—Fellowship Hall

8:45 am Adult Sunday School-AL

8:45 am Beginning Bells—MK

9:15 am Youth Sunday School-YC

10:00 am Worship/Palm Sunday/

Children’s Procession

11:15 am UMM Lunch Program—FH

5:00 pm Youth/Young Adults—YC

(Confirmation class with

Pastor Kim)

5:30 pm Finance Committee

—Conference Room

6:45 pm Christian Education

—Mary’s Kitchen

9:00 am Staff Meeting

—Conference Room

10:00 am Bible Study

—Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 pm Bells—Mary’s Kitchen

9:00 am Living Last Supper 

Setup—Fellowship Hall

10:00 am UMW Meeting

—Koinonia

6:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale

Warm-up—FH

7:00 pm Living Last Supper

(Maundy Thursday,

Communion)

—Fellowship Hall

12:00 pm Church Office Closes

7:00 pm Good Friday 

(Tenebrae) Service

—Wesley UMC

8:45 am No Adult Sunday 

School

8:45 am Allegro Ringers—Sanctuary

9:15 am Youth Sunday School-YC

10:00 am Worship/Easter/Brass/

Aldersgate Chorale/Bells

New Members/Confirmations

11:00 am Missions Garden—Patio

11:15 am Easter Celebration/Butterflies

Egg Hunt—Front Lawn

7:00 pm Church Council

—Adult Lounge
7:00 pm Bells—Mary’s Kitchen 9:30 am Handcrafters

—Asbury

12:00 pm Pier 76 Fish Grill Fundraiser

—Riverside Plaza

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale

—Music Room
Hunger Ministry

8:45 am Beginning Bell

—Mary’s Kitchen

9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC

9:30 am Children’s Chimes—YC

10:00 am Worship/Kate Hunter 

Preaching

11:15 am Evangelism/Welcoming—AL

7:00 pm Bells—Mary’s Kitchen

”

30

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

April 2019

Pastor Kim on Vacation (April 22 - May 5)

Pastor Kim on Vacation (April 22 - May 5)


