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In Our Prayers 
 

In convalescent care, DeDe Earhart, Kirk Ferguson, Rev. Bob Mayou 
 

For health and support, Lynn Ashworth, Judy Bello, Mary Boon,  

Peter Brabant Sr., Eugene Brown, Joan Brown, Danielle Casem, Tim Clark,  

Helen Dennington, Terry Edlin, Kimberly Goforth, Judy Graeber, Bertha Harris,  

George Holt, Barbara Kent, Kim, Judy Lamers, Greg and Diana Lueck,  

William Maxwell, Don Nauss, Bob Nelson, Amanda Nuchols, Kay Otto, Barbara Pope,  

Nathaniel Pritchard, Chandra Roberts, Shukla Sen, Bob Schiffer/Lisa Thomas,  

Micheline Scoggins, Barbara Singh, Paul Slagle, Taylor Family, Sharren Thompson, 

Claudia Velazquez, Velma Wellborn, Lynette Williams, Myra Williams, Wilson Family

“LIVING & THRIVING” 
As I am writing this article, we are over-

whelmed by the summer heat, as usual in 
Riverside. I hope and pray that everyone is 
doing well and staying cool. After the Annual 
Conference this year in June, I had a wonder-
ful vacation in San Diego, and now have 
come back – refreshed and renewed! 

Rejoice with me that I have been reap-
pointed to First United Methodist Church of 
Riverside for another pastoral appointment 
year (2019-2020) by Bishop Grant Hagiya! I 
am so grateful to God for you – each and 
every one of you – who are trying to be faith-
ful in many ways as an amazing congregation. 

My vision and focus for our church for my 
fourth year and beyond is to be a “Living and 
Thriving” congregation. So far, we have shared 
two productive sessions of our Envisioning 
and Planning (two more sessions to be held 
on 8/5 & 8/19). Initially, it was intended for 
only the church leaders; however, I extended 
invitations to the whole congregation. So, it’s 
not too late to join us if you would like to be 
part of this “Living & Thriving” planning 
process. 

Moreover, I would like to share with you 
our Bishop’s letter (Call to Prayer and Con-

fession), dated June 11, 2019. My apologies to 
you for the delay. At the end of the letter, I 
added the links to Bishop’s first and second 
letter in case you might want to see them 
also. 

I am grateful to God, hopeful in this time 
of challenges, and looking forward to working 
with you all for God’s Kingdom here and 
now! 

Love and Blessings, 
 

Pastor J.T. Kim 
 
Bishop Hagiya's Call to Prayer and Confession 
( June 11, 2019) 

“Greetings, 
I am so grateful for your joining me in this 

season of prayer and confession as we make 
our way, both physically for many of us and 
spiritually for all of us, to our 
35th Annual Session of the Cal-
ifornia-Pacific Conference. 

In my first letter, we reflected 
upon what has happened since 
the Special Called Session of 
General Conference 2019. In 
my second letter, we heard the 
voices of those who have been 
engaged in different areas of cont’d. on Page 2
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From Pastor Kim cont’d.

our church. In this third and final letter, we 
will continue on in prayer and confession in a 
spirit of courage. 

We have to acknowledge for a moment 
that it is difficult to be in a place like the 
wilderness. There are, obviously, all of the 
feelings that we feel inside. There are also 
questions about our next steps. We often 
pray, “Lord, show me what to do.” Today, I 
would ask that we whisper one additional 
prayer: “Lord, let me have the courage to fol-
low you.” 

In times of being unsure of the path 
ahead, we often want to know what to do. 
But, we also need to be willing to go where 
God is leading us. Knowing might lessen our 
anxiety and that would be a good thing, of 
course. But, being willing will raise our confi-
dence in what lies ahead because of our as-
surance that the Lord is leading us. 
What is clear to me is that God has been 
leading our California-Pacific Conference 
since its beginning. Yes, God is leading us to 
see a new church and we have been seeing 
glimpses of it in the church that we have  
long been. 

Below is a statement from our Extended 
Cabinet of the California-Pacific Conference, 
a group of leaders that I mentioned in my 
first letter. I share this statement with you as 
a reminder of the kind of willingness our 
leadership has shown. When we meet with 
each other once again in Redlands, let us be 
together as one body in Christ, seeing a new 
church, following in the way that God is 
leading us. 

“Dear Beloved Siblings of the California-Pa-
cific Conference, 

As we continue in our season of prayer 
and confession, we in the California-Pacific 
Conference must take a moment to acknowl-
edge the real and lasting pain we as The 
United Methodist Church have caused our 
children, friends, pastors, and fellow members 
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, queer or questioning, intersex, and 
asexual; confess our complicity in their suf-
fering whether by what we have said and 
done or what we have left unsaid or undone; 
and seek a new way guided by the Spirit in 
love towards healing, out of despair, and to-
wards fullness of life. 

General Conference is the highest legisla-
tive body of The United Methodist Church 
made up of 800+ people from across the 
global Connection who usually meet every 
four years. The decisions of this past Special 
Called Session of General Conference 2019 
which focused on matters of human sexuality, 
as well as the Judicial Council ruling, and 
now the many ways our Church has re-
sponded have built a ministry environment of 
tension, grief, and uncertainty. Today, we the 
Extended Cabinet of the California-Pacific 
Conference would like to convey to you our 
awareness of, and sharing in, this reality. 

We also acknowledge that, we, as a Con-
ference, are not of one mind. We are a family 
knit together across a broad diversity of theo-
logical and social perspectives, races, ethnici-
ties, cultures, generations, languages, gender 
and sexual identities, abilities, and other such 

“Back-to-School” Salad Potluck 
    Faith & Fellowship will host a salad 
potluck luncheon on Sunday, August 18, 
at 11:00 am after Worship in Fellowship 
Hall.  
    Please bring your favorite salad and 
Faith & Fellowship will provide rolls, 
drinks, and dessert.

“Parents’ Morning Out” Program 
    Please keep in mind the church’s pro-
gram for young children, ages 18 months 
to pre-k, on Wednesday mornings from 
9:00 am to noon. We will start up again 
on August 28. A reservation is required 
each week—just call the church office 
(951) 683-7831. (Cost is $10 per child.)

Thank You Notes! 
Church & Society/Missions thanks 

everyone for their generous donations of 
school supplies and backpacks. The items 
have been given to the homeless shelter 
and the Salvation Army in Riverside to be 
distributed to the children as they re-
turned to school. 

Also, thank you for the Bibles. Last 
month, the Church & Society/Missions 
committee asked you to donate Bibles. 
You responded with many, many Bibles. 
You gave so many Bibles that Chaplain 
Kennedy has been able to deliver Bibles 
to ALL persons who asked for one as well 
as now having a supply in her office for 
future requests.   

Julie Williams has sorted the remain-
ing Bibles into those that look like new 
and those that have some wear. She is 
holding the Bibles that look like new to 
deliver to Chaplain Kennedy whenever 
Chaplain Kennedy is ready for more 
Bibles. The remaining Bibles have been 
given to the Wesley homeless project.   

You have abundantly met all our bible 
needs, and we are no longer asking for 
donations. Thank you. 

–Church & Society/Missions 
 



NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY 
COMING IN OCTOBER 

Since a lot has occurred in our church 
since we last had a new directory, you now 
have a chance to make a new photo direc-
tory happen so you can recycle that old 
one with all its cross outs and scribbling 

in of changes.  You will have an opportu-
nity to have your pictures taken for the 
new directory from Tuesday, October 22 
through Saturday, October 26.   

Every family group who sits for a pho-
tograph will receive a free 8 x 10 color 
portrait as well as a copy of the new di-
rectory. Of course, you will need to sched-
ule an appointment. There are two ways 
to do this. The first way is to make it on-
line. Early in August, the church will send 
out an email with that information. Lyn 
and I have already tried that system to 
make our appointments and it is very easy 
to do. The second way is to make your ap-
pointment at the sign up tables after 
church in September.   

Please feel free to invite your grown 
children to come back to church to sit for 
a multigenerational photo. They could 
also sit for their own photo and they will 
also receive the free 8” x 10” and they can 
choose not to have their picture included 
in the church directory.   

We are excited that this new directory 
is happening. Let’s get everyone’s picture 
and information in it! 
 -Lyn Knowles and Loretta Cudney 

reflections of the image of God. While we 
celebrate this richness afforded to us in our 
complex particularity, we must confess that 
we have not always engaged our difference 
faithfully– lovingly. We have not always lis-
tened deeply enough to the cries of our sib-
lings. We have not always paid careful 
attention to the voices and perspectives ab-
sent from the table. We have not always re-
flected honestly about those we may have 
unwittingly left behind. We must repent, and 
humbly confess. 

Yet, in this of prayer and confession, may 
we strive to be of one spirit, unified in the ef-
fort to welcome all at Christ’s table and for 
all to move onwards towards perfection in 
our discipleship. Our history is one of pio-
neering – always being able to see and build 
the new church that is emerging. As many 
decisions are yet to be made in all areas of 
The United Methodist Church, may we con-
tinue in our identity as the California-Pacific 
Conference without fear as the Lord, our 
God, is leading us. 
The Extended Cabinet of the California-Pa-
cific Conference” 

Be the Hope, 
 
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 
Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 
 

Bishop’s first letter (May 28, 2019) : 
http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-
hagiyas-call-to-prayer-and-confession/ 
 

Bishop’s Second Letter ( June 4, 2019): 
http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-

hagiyas-call-to-prayer-and-confession-2/ 

Happy September 
Birthdays! 

Elizabeth Davis...................................1 

Michael Othon ...................................1 

Sonja Moore .......................................3 

Harmoni Green ..................................7 

Carli Renteria .....................................8 

Bob Nelson .........................................9 

Diane Purkey ......................................9 

John Zeeb .........................................10 

Peggy Ramsay ...................................14 

Michael McIver ................................17 

Scott Kirkwood.................................21 

Linda Kraft .......................................22 

Joyce Brown ......................................23 

Gretel Noble .....................................23 

David Rajaratnam.............................24 

Marie Madden ..................................27 

Church School Reminder 
     Regular Church School for children will 
begin on August 11.



Committee Chairs: Budget Estimates 
are Due September 6  

Please be thinking about your budget 
needs for 2020. Turn your estimate in to 
Becky Ruiz, Office Manager, by phone,  
e-mail, or stop by the office no later than  
September 6. The figures need to be  
prepared for Finance Committee review 
in September. Thank you.

The United Methodist Men will start 
their Fall season with a wonderful lunch-
eon and program after church on Sunday, 
September 8. 

The program will be about our recent 
church assistance with The UMCOR 
Depot in Salt Lake City, Utah, and will 
be presented by Lyn Knowles and Kris 
Lovekin. A group of dedicated  
FUMCOR members went to Salt Lake 
City in mid-July for a week responding 
to requests by UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief ) to as-
sist with organizing warehouse storage 
and other preparation work to help stay 
ahead of the next disaster in our region.   

This Depot serves the entire West 
Coast of our country and has no doubt 
had massive supply and assistance  
requirements due to fires, floods and 
earthquakes in California alone.  

The project leaders will summarize the 
work they did at the Depot and help ed-
ucate all of us on how UMCOR works.   

SING WITH THE  
ALDERSGATE CHORALE! 

Has God blessed you with musical 
talent? Perhaps you should sing with the 
Aldersgate Chorale. Our purpose is to 
serve our Lord and minister to our con-
gregation with sacred song. We sing a 
variety of styles of sacred music, and  
welcome singers of all ages. Rehearsals 
begin Thursday, September 5, 7:00 pm to 
8:00 pm in the choir room. Come and 
join us! Please contact me or a choir 
member if you have any questions. 
 - Yvonne Flagg, Choir Director 



 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2019 CALENDAR 

             Handcrafters (Asbury)  
             9:30 AM 
             August 7, 14, 21, 28 
 
             No UMW or Executive Meeting,  
               Almond/Wesleyan Circle Potluck  
               or Citrus Circle 
 
              No Executive Committee  
              (Mary’s Kitchen) 10:00 AM 
              (called if necessary) 

 
EAST DISTRICT ANNUAL  
CELEBRATION  

East District Annual Celebration 

2019 is to be held on Saturday, September 
21, 2019, at Palm Springs UMC. So 
please SAVE THE DATE!! For more in-
formation contact Lisa Laird at 951-276-
4490.  
 
HANDCRAFTERS 

Handcrafters will continue to meet  
during August on Wednesdays at 9:30 am 
in the Asbury Room. 

If you have any ideas for items that can 
be made at Handcrafters and sold at the 
Bazaar please contact Shirley Parks at  
951-689-3019. 

Hello Church Family! 
     My name is John Zeeb, and as most of 
you know, I am the co-chair of the Steward-
ship Committee, along with my wife Katrina 
Zeeb. If you have been attending church reg-
ularly, and I know that you probably have 
been, you have certainly noticed that our 
theme this year is “Put God First,” a refer-
ence to an offering of faith provided in the 
Bible, which demonstrates our commitment 
to the Lord in the form of tithing. As it says 
in Proverbs 3: 9-10 “Honor the Lord with 
your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your 
crops; then your barns will be filled to over-
flowing, and your vats will brim over with 
new wine.” 
     As a Christian, sometimes it is difficult to 
figure out exactly how to determine how we 
will tithe. For the campaign this year, we 
would like members of the congregation to 
share their personal techniques of how they 
tithe. Do not worry, we are not talking actual 
numbers here, but rather the strategies or 
methods you personally use to figure out how 
to tithe. In other words, we are asking the 
congregation, how do you figure out how to 
tithe? For example, have you set up a special 
account where your tithing comes from each 
week? Do you take 10% off the top of your 

paycheck from the beginning and give that to 
the church? Do you volunteer your free time 
as an appropriate substitute for tithing? We 
are interested in the various ways that people 
provide gifts to the church. We do not want 
your name attached to the strategy you give 
and want it to be completely anonymous. In 
the Messenger this week, you will see a cut-
out form that you can fill out and bring to 
church. We will be collecting these forms in 
the offering plates in the coming weeks and 
will also set up a collection box in the narthex 
in the near future. If you are more technolog-
ically savvy, you can respond with your 
tithing method to the following e-mail:  
stewardshipfumcor@gmail.com. As men-
tioned before, to protect confidentiality, we 
want to encourage people to use the cut-out 
form and to not write their names on it. 
These responses will be shared with the con-
gregation at a later date during service in  
October. 
     We really appreciate your gifts to the 
church and look forward to hearing all of the 
different ways you tithe.   
 
Sincerely, 
John Zeeb, Co-Chair of the Stewardship 
Committee 

YOUTH CALENDAR 
Sunday, August 4 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center. 

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 
meet in the Youth Center. 

 
Sunday, August 11 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 
meet in the Youth Center. 

 
Sunday, August 18 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 
meet in the Youth Center. 

 
Sunday, August 25 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 
meet in the Youth Center. 

 

There are many creative ways that people tithe. Please share the method you use to tithe.  
We would love to hear how you go about figuring this out. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Please bring this completed form with you to church. You can place it in the collection box in 
the narthex or the offering plate. Thank you for sharing. 

Thanks from the Scouts! 
    The Scouts of Troop 270 would like to 
thank First Church for supporting their 
Pancake Breakfast and 4th of July 
fundraisers. 
    Thanks to your help, the Scouts were 
able to earn money for camping  
equipment. 
Yours in Scouting, Boy Scout Troop 270
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7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 

—Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School—AL 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC 
9:30 am Rhythm & Music–FH 

10:00 am Worship/Communion 
5:00 pm Youth/Young Adults—YC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6:30 pm Envisioning & Planning #3 

-Adult Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9:30 am Handcrafters 

-Asbury 
6:00 pm Sit ‘N Sew Quilters- 

Mary’s Kitchen 
7:00 pm Bell Duet Rehearsal 

-Adult Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 

—Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School 

—AL 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC 
9:30 am Rhythm & Music–FH 

10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm Youth/Young Adults—YC 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4:00 pm “The Habit” Fundraiser 

—Off Campus 
7:00 pm Faith & Fellowship-AL 
7:00 pm SPRC-Conference Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9:30 am Handcrafters 

—Asbury 
5:00 pm Family Service Planning 

-Conference Room 
7:00 pm Bell Duet Rehearsal 

-Mary’s Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 

—Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6:00 pm Agape Young Adult 

Fellowship-Off Campus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School-AL 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School-YC 
9:30 am Rhythm & Music-FH 

10:00 am Worship/Family Service 
11:00 am Faith & Fellowship  

Back-to-School Salad Potluck 
5:00 pm Youth & Young Adults -YC 

 
 
 
 

 
6:30 pm Envisioning & Planning #4 

-Adult Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9:30 am Handcrafters 

—Asbury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 

—Sanctuary 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hunger Ministry 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School-AL 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School-YC 

10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm Youth & Young Adults—YC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9:00 am Messenger Volunteers 

-Mary’s Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9:00 am Parents Morning Out  

Begins 
9:30 am Handcrafters 

—Asbury 
5:00 pm Family Service Planning Meeting 

  —Conference Room 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 
—Sanctuary 
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