
REPORT OF THE PASTOR 
(2019-2020) 

 
Dear First UMC of Riverside Family  
& Friends: 

In this December Messenger, I’d like to 
share with you the following “Report of the 
Pastor” that was included in the packet for 
the 2019-2020 Church Conference held on 
December 1, 2019. 

As we are walking this year’s Advent jour-
ney toward Christmas and beyond together, I 
hope and pray that you would discover more 
joy and hope in your lives. 

My wife KwangJin and I wish you all a 
joyful Christmas and a hope-filled New Year! 
 

The State of the Church 
As I am joyfully serving my fourth year at 

First United Methodist Church of Riverside, 
I express my sincere gratitude to the whole 
congregation and to the committed church 
leaders for your continuing faithfulness and 
hard work in sharing of God’s love within the 
congregation, in the community, and in the 
world. 

We are living in an uncertain world, al-
ways experiencing transitions and changes. 

The 2019 General Conference (2/23-2/26) 
made many of us anxious and concerned, 
even though some of us are assured that 
nothing has been changed. Putting my own 
personal position aside, as your pastor, I love 
everyone and respect your beliefs and convic-
tions. I am not here to try to change your 
thoughts or to judge where you stand.  

Rather than being divided, it is the time 
for us to move forward, focusing more on 
bearing fruit for the Kingdom of God on this 
earth. We are called to be loving and compas-
sionate, not to be judgmental or hateful, fol-
lowing Jesus as our ultimate example, Lord, 
and Savior. God always shows us and teaches 
us justice and love. While God is doing His 
part of justice, now and later, all we have to 
do is love one another, pursuing peace and 
joy together regardless of our differences. 
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

Sunday, December 1 
9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 

Youth Center. 
5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 

meet in the Youth Center. 
 
Sunday, December 8 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 
meet in the Youth Center. 
 
Sunday, December 15 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

4:00 pm—All-Church Christmas  
Caroling, meet in Parking Lot. 
 
Sunday, December 22 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

6:30 pm—Live Nativity, Front Lawn 
& 7:00 pm 
 
Sunday, December 29 

9:15 am—Youth Sunday School in the 
Youth Center.  

5:00 pm—Youth and Young Adult 
meet in the Youth Center. 

 
 
 

Margaret Speir .........................................2 

Benita Roberts .........................................3 

Julie Williams...........................................3 

Cheryl Riggs ............................................4 

Paa Tupou ................................................5 

John-Paul McDonald...............................7 

Bob Binford .............................................8 

Dylan Grimes ..........................................8 

Joy Arguelles ..........................................10 

John Burch .............................................11 

Deirdre Kirkwood ..................................11 

Brad Tomlinson......................................11 

Jas Roberts .............................................12 

Mimi Luker ...........................................14 

Teresa Clark ...........................................16 

Patricia Ream.........................................17 

Lolita Manacop......................................19 

Mack Davis ............................................20 

Kate Lovekin..........................................21 

Beulah Leake .........................................25 

Susan Exon ............................................28 

Rebecca Slaughter ..................................28 

Evie Fletcher..........................................30 

Bob Kraft ...............................................30 

Kyle Weakly ...........................................31 

So, our sincere conversations with open 
hearts will continue in 2020 and beyond; es-
pecially, as we witness the upcoming General 
Conference in May 2020. No matter what 
the outcome, I invite all of us to pray  
sincerely for our Church, so that we would be 
able to discern God’s will for us as a faithful 
congregation. 

I am grateful to God for showing open 
hearts through hosting and participating in 
the Church Council-Hosting Conversations 
(1/27), the Information Meeting (6/30), and 
one of the Listening Posts (10/12). My big 
thanks go to Church & Society for coordi-
nating the “Let Me Sow Love” moments 
during worship and special events. Thank you 
all for your continuing and fervent prayers for 
our church (UMC), especially shown through 
the 10-day Special Prayer Chain (2/18-2/27). 
 
My Pastoral Ministry of: 

(1)  Providing Support, Guidance, and 
Training to the Lay Membership 

in the Church 
I have been emphasizing three main focus 

areas of ministry in order to be a growing and 
thriving church: Discipleship, Evangelism, 
and Stewardship.  It is extremely important 
that, rather than maintaining our church as a 
traditional “consumer-oriented” church, we 
must strive to be faithful and fruitful as a 
“mission-oriented” church.  

Last summer, throughout the “Envisioning 
& Planning” sessions, we were able to gain a 
great deal of insights by sharing our ideas and 
plans and by reading the book, I Refuse To 
Lead a Dying Church, written by Paul 

Nixon. Thus, based on our prioritized out-
comes from the process, we will implement 
essential changes and projects for the remain-
der of this year and throughout next year. 

One example would be to create and 
strengthen our Welcoming and Caring Min-
istries. Welcoming everyone, especially first-
time guests, with our warm heart-felt 
greetings before and after the service is di-
rectly related to our Evangelism efforts.  
Moreover, the Caring Ministry Team will 
take care of the follow-up, extending hospi-
tality and care for our members and visitors. 
More prayers will be shared for those who are 
in our prayers, and more cards and visits will 
be made for those who are in need of God’s 
comfort and peace.  

 
(2)  Ministering within the Congregation 

and the World 
I am always available for you if you need 

any pastoral counseling, visit, life-coaching, 
prayer, and all other necessary pastoral care 
and spiritual guidance. Unless I am out for 
visitations, out of town, in meetings, or on 
vacation, you are always welcome to stop by 
the church to see me without an appoint-
ment, Monday through Thursday mornings. 
Please be informed that every Friday is my 
day off for my personal rest and normally I 
don’t check my emails at that time.  

While I am mainly responsible for serving 
and leading the congregation, I am also called 
to serve the community and the world, to 
support the ecumenical and inclusive pro-
grams and events, not only within the con-
gregation, but also locally and globally. I am 



The United Methodist Men are look-
ing forward to a terrific Christmas Pro-
gram after church on December 8th. The 
program will include Christmas music, 
carols and sing alongs featuring our con-
gregants with a little help from the Alder-
sgate Chorale, the Response Band and 
our Youth Guitars. These will be inter-
spersed with readings of the Birth of Jesus 
as told in the Bible and, with luck, some 
reflection and memories of Christmases 
past.  

We ask if you are able please bring a 
dozen Christmas cookies to share.  
Another great lunch by David Fraser is a 
part of the plan. Lunch is $6.00, or 
$15.00 for the family.  

We want to thank Ron Bayer for shar-
ing at our November luncheon about sail-
ing Tall Ships with the LA Maritime 
Association. They provide a wonderful 
opportunity for disadvantaged youth.  

proud of my congregation members who are 
always willing to welcome and embrace every-
one from all walks of life. 

Beyond my pastoral appointment here at 
FUMC of Riverside, I have actively and regu-
larly attended the Riverside Mission Area 
(UMC) meetings with other Clergy members 
and sometimes with Lay Leaders at various 
church sites, Clergy Covenant Group meet-
ings within the East District, the Police-
Clergy Partnership Meetings at Magnolia 
Police Center, DMB (Downtown/Magnolia/ 
Brockton) Interfaith Clergy Group gatherings 
at Calvary Presbyterian Church, TURN 
(Today’s Urban Renewal Network) meetings 
at the City Hall, and Riverside Community 
Hospital Workshops.  

I have served as a visiting clergy at River-
side Community Hospital and other local hos-
pitals, a member of the East District Planning 
& Strategy Committee (Representing as a 
Building & Locations team member). This 
year, I have completed serving my three-year 
term as a full board member of the California-
Pacific Conference Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits. Moreover, I have helped my 
fellow clergy members with coaching. My 
coaching service is also available to parish-
ioners and anyone who needs to be coached in 
life and faith.  
 

(3)  Administering the Temporal Affairs  
of the Congregation 

As your Pastor, I am primarily responsible 
for the Word (Preaching and Teaching), Sacra-
ments (Holy Communion and Baptism), Ad-
ministration (Supervising the Staff and 
Leading the Church), and Pastoral Care, in-

cluding officiating Weddings, and Funerals 
(Celebrations of Life). Providing spiritual 
guidance and opportunity is always one of my 
priorities; that’s why I highly recommend 
every church member to engage in at least one 
Bible study and one Ministry opportunity.  

Our church currently offers three ongoing 
Bible Study opportunities: Adult Sunday 
School, Tuesday Morning, and Wednesday 
Evening. Moreover, seasonal study series, such 
as “Lenten Soup Supper & Study,” “Advent 
Bible Study,” and special study sessions are 
being offered to everyone who seeks an oppor-
tunity for her/his regular spiritual nourish-
ment. 

I give thanks to all committee chairpersons, 
ministry coordinators, and their team mem-
bers for actively and faithfully engaging in var-
ious fruit-bearing mission and ministry events 
and programs for the community and for the 
world. I also extend my thanks not only to all 
our staff members for their tireless work, but 
also to all of our volunteers who are making 
significant differences in life. 

In 2019, we are grateful to God that on 
every third Sunday we have been holding a 
“Family Sunday Service” with the Response 
Praise Band, a Family Focus Moment, and 
various ways of creative worship for all ages. 
Since we simplified our Sunday Worship  
bulletin formats in February, we have been 
saving a great deal of resources.  

As we strive to grow and thrive through our 
outreach efforts, by God’s grace, we have been 
awarded a special “Relaunch Grant” from the 
United Methodist Communications 
(UMCOM) with evangelistic promotional 
items and social media support. We will con-

from Pastor Kim cont’d.

Send a Christmas Card 
     Please encourage those on the FUMC 
prayer list and let them know that the con-
gregation continues to lift them in prayer. 
Please pick up a Christmas card and the 
address of an individual from the prayer list 
on the patio after church on December 8 
and 15. Mail the Christmas card with a 
brief greeting and the message that we lift 
them in prayer every week in church. This is 
an easy way to help spread the joy and love 
of Christmas. 



tinue to welcome our new friends and reach 
out to new people in the community by uti-
lizing these resources and our efforts with 
compassion and love.  
 

 
My Continuing Education for  

Spiritual Growth 
My Continuing Education in 2019 in-

cludes: (1) “Pastor’s Day” held at Point Loma 
Nazarene University (2/8); (2) East District’s 
Leadership Summit, “Mobilize Your Church 
for a Better Ministry Story” at Cucamonga 
UMC (5/16); (3) California-Pacific Annul 
Conference (6/13-6/15) at University of 
Redlands; (4) Bishop’s Convocation (9/10–
9/12) in Indian Wells, CA, with the topic of 
“All Things New.” 

For my personal spiritual growth, I engage 
in my spiritual disciplines of prayer and Bible 
reading on a regular basis. Moreover, I gain a 
great deal of spiritual insights even through 
the church’s programs, such as the Lenten 
Soup Supper & Study Series (Thanks to all 
the speakers and musicians) and the Holy 
Week gatherings (“The Living Last Supper” 
and the Mission Area Joint Service on Good 
Friday). I give my big thanks to all the lay 
speakers on Sunday, especially to Benita 
Roberts (2/17), Mother’s Day speakers (Bar-
bara Jo Wilson, Mary Ellen Burch, and 
Loretta Cudney - 5/12), Steve Grimes with 

Youth (6/23), Loretta Cudney (10/20), and 
Mimi Luker (11/17). Their messages and tes-
timonies have truly inspired me and the con-
gregation. (Of course, I always thank the Rev. 
Roy Riggs for preaching wonderful sermons 
during my absence.)    

I always enjoy reading books on various 
subjects, including religion and history. I try 
to expand my horizons of learning on many 
different areas that can help me with think-
ing, writing, and preaching. I enjoy utilizing 
various mass media formats in many ways.  

I also have been blessed by the Clergy 
Covenant Group, within the East District, 
that I belong for mutual spiritual develop-
ment, sharing, and encouragement. 

I am looking forward to working with you 
all in the year 2020 and beyond. I cannot 
thank you – each and every one of you - 
enough for your amazing support and prayers 
for my pastoral ministry. Just as our church’s 
motto, let us “Follow Jesus, Love People, and 
Transform the World” together! Thanks be 
to God! 
 
Love and blessings, 
 
The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor 
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Poinsettia Dedication 
     There is still time to call the office 
(951-683-7831) and let us know you 
would like a poinsettia dedicated to your 
loved ones. The cost is $10.50 per plant. 
The poinsettia can be picked up after the  
Christmas Eve service.

    Pledge Sunday was October 27, 2019. THANK YOU to all who have returned 
Pledge Cards, and for your generous financial pledges to support our church opera-
tions and the ministries we serve. If you haven’t turned in your Pledge Card yet, it’s 
not too late (it’s never too late). Please bring or mail it to the Church Office, or put it 
in the collection plate.  If you need a card, they are available in the Church Narthex 
and the Church Office. — FUMCOR Finance Committee 



 

 

 

 

December 2019 No Handcrafters 
   1         First Sunday of Advent 
   1         Alternative Gift Fair & Mini  
              Bazaar 
   9         Almond/Wesleyan Circle, Lunch  
              at Sizzler, 11:30 am 
 10         Citrus Circle, Dinner Out,  
              6:00 pm 
 18         UMW Christmas Brunch  
              (Fireside 
              Room, Fellowship Hall), 10:00 am 
 25         Christmas Day 
 

 
UMW East District  
Candle of Commitment  
    This was given in Memory of Lau-
rie Williams. Laurie was a member of 
Citrus Circle and brightened our lives 
with her humor and wit.  
    A Candle of Commitment was also 
given in honor of Velma Wellborn. 
Velma is a long-time member of 
UMW.  She served for many years as 
an officer of our local unit and served 
as President from 1997-1999. 
 

UMW Christmas Brunch 
    Come join us for our Christmas 
Brunch on December 18 at 10:00 am 
in the Fellowship Hall’s Fireside 
Room. There will be good food, and 
Madeleine Morgan will sing for us. 
We will also be installing the Officers 
for 2020.   
 
Almond/Wesleyan Circle 
    Almond/Wesleyan Circle will meet 
December 9 for lunch at the Sizzler 
(6631 Clay St, Pedley) at 11:30 am. 
For more information contact  
Margaret Berger at 951-784-2734. 

“Candles & Carols” 
By Mark Hayes 

The Aldersgate Chorale welcomes you to join us in our wor-
ship service on Dec. 22.  During this service we will sing “Can-
dles & Carols”, a candlelight Advent journey that celebrates the 
traditional themes of hope, peace, joy, and love, culminating in 
the birth of Christ. Please join us as we celebrate the birth of  
our Lord.

FAITH IN ACTION 
    December 16 is Wesley’s annual  
Holiday Spirit Drive for our neighbor-
hood children. It is time to bless the chil-
dren and bring a sparkle of light to their 
eyes this Christmas. One way you can 
help is by filling the children's Christmas 
list. You can choose a family and buy their 
children's wishes or get items from the 
Christmas Gift Tree. The Gift Tree will 
be set up in the Narthex. Don't miss your 
chance to make a child's heart leap for joy 
this Christmas morning.  
    We want to thank our Wesley friends 
and our friends at First United Methodist 
Church and the community, for support-
ing the outreach this year. We appreciate 
all your help in the HOPE Room (Help-
ing Others Persevere and Endure) on 
Wednesdays and on Sunday mornings 
with our homeless. We express our sincere 
gratitude for all the donations of clothes, 

used toys, gift cards, socks, underwear, 
backpacks, shoes, hygiene items, blankets 
and the list could go on. We could not 
continue to support our friends on the 
street and the children in need without 
the blessing we have received from all of 
you this year. 
    We will be setting up for this Christ-
mas giveaway on Sunday, December 15. 
Please let Betty Jones (951) 515-7955 
know if you can help set up Sunday 
and/or help with the giveaway on Dec. 
16th. In addition, we sure could use your 
help every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. to 
prepare for this event. We will be cleaning 
used toys, sorting used items, folding 
clothes, organizing gifts and more. If you 
are interested in helping Wednesdays, 
please let Myra or Betty know or just 
come to the HOPE Room. The Outreach 
Committee again wants to thank you for 
all you do.  

With Heartfelt Thanks  
and Appreciation 

 

     The Preschool and its Board would like 
to thank Lynn Ashworth for her many 
years of devotion to the Preschool.  
     Lynn has been an Assistant Teacher at 
the Preschool, then served on our Board 
for many years. She has graciously agreed 
to continue on our Board as a Member at 
Large, where her wisdom and knowledge 
will be greatly appreciated.  
     Thank you Lynn, you have served from 
your heart and we appreciate it!  
 
—The Preschool Families, Staff, & Board



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
8:45 am Adult Sunday School 

—Adult Lounge 
8:45 am Beginning Bells—Sanctuary 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC 
9:30 am Children’s Chime Choir—YC 

10:00 am Worship/1st Sunday in Advent/ 
Communion 

11:00 am Alternative Gift Fair 
5:00 pm Charge Conference 

—Corona UMC 
5:00 pm Youth/Young Adults—YC 

 
7:00 pm Trustees—Mary’s Kitchen 
7:00 pm Worship Committee 

—Adult Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 am Bible Study 

 —Mary’s Kitchen 
7:00 pm Allegro Ringers 

 —Sanctuary 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
6:00 pm Sit ‘N Sew Quilters 

Mary’s Kitchen 
7:00 pm Advent Bible Study #2 

—Adult Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale  

Rehearsal—Music Room 
7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 

—Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5:30 pm Evening With Santa 

—Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School 

—Adult Lounge 
8:45 am Beginning Bells—Sanctuary 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC 
9:30 am Children’s Chime Choir—Sanct. 

10:00 am Worship/2nd Sunday of Advent/ 
Bells 

11:15 am UMM Christmas Program Lunch 
11:15 am Church & Society—Adult Lounge 

5:00 pm Youth & Young Adults 
—Youth Center 

 
11:30 am Almond/Wesleyan Circle 

Potluck—Sizzler 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 am Bible Study 

 —Mary’s Kitchen 
4:00 pm “The Habit” Fundraiser— 

 Off Campus 
7:00 pm Allegro Ringers 

 —Sanctuary 
7:00 pm SPRC—Conference Room 

 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm Advent Bible Study #3 

—Adult Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11:30 am Staff Christmas Party 

Adult Lounge 
7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale  

Rehearsal—Music Room 
7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 

—Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School 

—Adult Lounge 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School—YC 

10:00 am Worship/3rd Sunday of Advent/ 
Children’s Program 

11:00 am Jesus’ Birthday Cake—Patio 
11:15 am Missions Garden—Patio 
3:00 pm OFF Group Fellowship 

—Burch Home 
4:00 pm All-Church Christmas Caroling 

—Meet in Parking Lot 

 
 

5:30 pm Finance Committee 
—Conference Room  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
10:00 am Bible Study 

—Mary’s Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
10:00 am UMW Christmas Lunch  

—Fireside 
7:00 pm Advent Bible Study #4 

—Conference Room 
7:00 pm Allegro Ringers 

 —Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7:00 pm Aldersgate Chorale  
Rehearsal—Music Room

7:00 pm The Response Rehearsal 
—Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8:45 am Adult Sunday School-AL 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School-YC 

10:00 am Worship/4th Sunday of Advent/ 
Aldersgate “Candles & Carols” 

11:15 am Evangelism/Welcoming 
6:30 pm Live Nativity—Front Lawn 

& 7:00 pm 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve/ 

Family Service/ 
Aldersgate Chorale—Sanctuary 

 11:00 pm Christmas Eve/Communion/ 
Bells 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
(Church Campus Closed) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
(Church Campus Closed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9:00 am Messenger Volunteers 
—Mary’s Kitchen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hunger Ministry 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:45 am Adult Sunday School-AL 
9:15 am Youth Sunday School-YC 

10:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm Youth/Young Adults—YC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Year’s Eve 

(Church Office Closes at Noon) 
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