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First United Methodist Church of Riverside (https://firstchurchriverside.org) 

April 5, 2020, 10 a.m. (PST): Palm/Passion Sunday with Holy Communion (Church@Home) 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP ONLINE: https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/ 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; His steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 118:1) 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE: "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (Opus 122, No. 10)" (by Johannes Brahms) / 
Robert Phillips, Organist 

TRINITY BELLS 

OPENING HYMN: #278 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” / All (Led by Dominic Salvati) 
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WELCOME / Pastor J. T. Kim 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS / Kathleen Phillips 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER / Pastor J. T. Kim 
     Joys & Concerns 
     Pastoral Prayer 

SCRIPTURE READING: Philippians 2:5-11 / Dan Lonsbery, Liturgist 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father. 

(Liturgist) This is the Word of God for the People of God! 
(All) Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 
INTERLUDE: "Above All" (by Paul Baloche and Lenny Leblanc) / Dominic Salvati, 
Soloist (Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:1-11 / Dan Lonsbery, Liturgist 
Jesus’ Entry Into Jerusalem 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs 
them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 4This took place to fulfil what had 
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been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion,  Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 
this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.’ 

(Liturgist) This is the Word of Christ! 
(All) Glory to You, O Christ! Amen! 

 
SERMON: “THE MASTER NEEDS YOUR DONKEY!” / The Rev. J. T. Kim, Senior 
Pastor 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (PALM SUNDAY) 
(Pastor) Lord, we are too nervous to ask for help from one another. 

(Congregation) The Master needs your donkey, but we're afraid to ask. 

(Pastor) Lord, we are afraid to give you what you ask. 

(Congregation) Help us realize that what we have is just a gift from you. 

(Pastor) Lord, we are too proud to lay our cares before you. 

(Congregation) Help us to lay our cloaks on the colt, on the road, on your way. 

(Pastor) Lord, we have been quiet in our praise, our shouts of Hosanna sound like 
mice whispering. 

(Congregation) Put palms in our hands; help us in grace to stand. 

(Pastor) Lord, we have looked from the pinnacle of the temple, craving, protecting, 
and manipulating power. 

(Congregation) We have told you time and time again, make the crowds pipe 
down! Break our hearts of stone; let us see your steadfast love, and bring forth 
your Kingdom in this place. 

(Pastor) Lord, forgive us for what we have not asked; 

(All) forgive us for what we have asked that was not needed, for what we have 
kept that was needed, and for what we have given that was unjust. Amen! 

SILENT PRAYER / All  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

(Pastor) Hear the Good News! Christ came riding a donkey of peace and 
reconciliation, not a charging war horse of judgment. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
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you are forgiven! 
(Congregation) In the name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 
(All) Glory to God, Amen! 

(The “Prayer of Confession” and “Words of Assurance” have been adapted from Palm Sunday Resources from the Discipleship Ministries of 

The United Methodist: Copyright 2008, 2010 Rev. Nathan Decker. All Rights Reserved. Posted with Permission) 

 
HYMN OF DEDICATION: #2108 “O How He Loves You and Me” / All (Led by 
Dominic Salvati) 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
(Pastor) Let us bring gifts of the Spirit, as we offer hope and life to the world today. 
(All) Amen! 

- Online Giving: https://www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/ 
- Mail To: First United Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA 92506 
- Or please consider automatic draft through your bank 

DOXOLOGY: #95 / All 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow / Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) / Led by Pastor J. T. Kim 
Holy God, you sent your Son into the world, that we might set our minds on life 
and peace, rather than dwelling on earthly things. Receive this offering, that it may 
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go forth to continue the work of Christ, who brings fullness of life. May our gifts 
be a source of light in a world that has learned to love the darkness. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(Pastor) Christ be with you. 
(Congregation) And also with you. 
(Pastor) Lift up your hearts. 
(Congregation) We lift them up to God. 
(Pastor) Let us give our thanks to the Holy One. 
(Congregation) It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Pastor) It is a right, good, and a joyful thing, always and everywhere, to give our thanks 
to you, Creator God, Maker of all that is, and all that ever will be. In ancient days, you 
created us from the dust of the earth and inspired us up to be your people— a people of 
life and hope. When we turned away and saw only death and despair, you remained 
steadfast and you blessed us. You reclaimed and renewed us, bringing forth new life and 
hope through the power and presence of your Spirit. In the fullness of time, you sent 
your Son, Jesus Christ, to show us the path to new life and the glorious promise of your 
resurrection. And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn, singing: 

(All Singing) 

 

(Pastor) Holy are you, and holy is your child, Jesus Christ, who lived and died, and 
overcame death, to show us the truth of eternal life, through your eternal love. On the 
night he faced down death, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and 
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gave it to the disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, offered thanks and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: “Drink from this, all of you; this is new life, my life in the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts and your promise of new life in Christ 
Jesus, we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

(All Singing) 

 

(Pastor) Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make 
them be for us the life and love of Christ, that we may be the body of Christ, made new 
with him, through the power of your Holy Spirit, and that we may be made one with 
you, and one in ministry to all the world. 

Through the Risen Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory 
is yours, eternal God, now and forevermore.  

(All Singing) 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

(Pastor) And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 

(All) Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
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(Pastor) Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of 
the one loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. The cup over 
which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 

Please take your Bread and Cup now.  

UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

(All) Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: #140 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”/ All (Led by Dominic Salvati) 
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BENEDICTION / Pastor J. T. Kim 

POSTLUDE: "Prelude and Fugue in D Minor" (by Johann Ludwig Krebs)/ Robert Phillips, 
Organist 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Please stay strong, safe, and healthy at home in God’s love and care! 


