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First United Methodist Church of Riverside (https://firstchurchriverside.org) 

April 26, 2020, 10 a.m. 3rd Sunday of Easter (Church@Home) 
With the Rev. Roy Riggs, Preaching 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP ONLINE: https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/ 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE: “This Easter Celebration” (by Charles Callahan) / Robert Phillips, Organist 

TRINITY BELLS 

OPENING HYMN: "This Easter Celebration"(Written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette; Tune 
#545 “The Church’s One Foundation”/ All (Led by Kris Lovekin; Accompanied by Robert 
Phillips, Organist) 

This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known. 
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 

We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too. 
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 

 
No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way. 
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day? 

With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 

 
Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room 

but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see — 

who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 
 

In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 

Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day! 
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away. 

 
We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be 

a scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry. 
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too, 

we live the Easter message by gladly serving you. 
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WELCOME / Rev. Roy Riggs 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Luke 24) / All 
(Pastor) Stay with Christ, and Christ will stay with you. 
(All) Listen for God, and God will speak. 
(Pastor) Seek the Spirit, and the Spirit will be revealed. 
(All) For the Spirit is already here, inviting us to stay. Amen! 

BELL DUET: “Lift High the Cross” / Gayla Lonsbery & Carmen Lonsbery 

(Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER / Rev. Roy Riggs 
     Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
     Pastoral Prayer 
     The Lord’s Prayer 

(All) Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

INTERLUDE: “Ave Maria” (by Charles Gounod) / Kris Lovekin, Soloist 

GOSPEL READING: John 20:19 [Jesus Appears to the Disciples] / Rev. Roy Riggs 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  

(Leader) This is the Word of Christ! 
(All) Glory to You, O Christ! Amen! 

SERMON: “STORMS OF LIFE” / The Rev. Roy Riggs 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
(Pastor) Let’s keep our promises to God, as we offer our love to God’s world through our 
gifts today. (All) Amen! 

- Online Giving: https://www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/ 
- Mail To: First United Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA 92506 
- Or please consider automatic draft through your bank 

DOXOLOGY: #95 / All 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow / Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) / Led by Pastor J. T. Kim 
God of love and grace, for the love and life that you give us in Christ, we offer you 
these signs of our gratitude; for the compassion and mercy that you give us in the 
Holy Spirit, we offer you our thankfulness and praise. Receive these gifts in the 
name of the Risen Christ. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: #315 “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”/ All (Led by Kris 
Lovekin; Accompanied by Robert Phillips, Organist) 

 

BENEDICTION / Rev. Roy Riggs 

POSTLUDE: “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” (by Homer Whitford) / Robert Phillips, 
Organist 

 
 

 

 

God Bless You! Stay with Christ! 


