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First United Methodist Church of Riverside (https://firstchurchriverside.org) 

May 24, 2020, 10 a.m.: Ascension Sunday; 7th Sunday of Easter (Church@Home) 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP ONLINE: 
https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/ 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE: “Prayer from Christ Ascending Towards His Father” (by Olivier Messiaen)/ 

Robert Phillips, Organist 

TRINITY BELLS 

OPENING HYMN: #2273 “Jesus, We Are Here”/ All (Led by Kris Lovekin; 
Accompanied by Robert Phillips, Organist) 

 

WELCOME / Rev. J. T. Kim, Senior Pastor 

CALL TO WORSHIP / Kris Lovekin, Liturgist 
(Liturgist) Rejoice and sing to God. 
(People) We sing of the Risen Christ. 
(L) Clap your hands and shout with joy. 
(P) We rejoice in the living God. 
(L) Celebrate this day. 
(All) We celebrate with the Spirit who calls us here. Amen! 
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THE CHURCH AT PRAYER / Pastor J. T. Kim 
     Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
     Pastoral Prayer 
     The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:44-53 (NRSV) / Kris Lovekin, Liturgist 
The Ascension of Jesus 
44Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45Then he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures, 46and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you 
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high.’ 
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. 52And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

(Liturgist) This is the Word of Christ! 
(All) Glory to You, O Christ! 

CHILDREN’S TIME / Pastor J. T. Kim 

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 1:1-11 (NRSV) / Kris Lovekin, Liturgist 
The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering 
he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While 
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.’ 
The Ascension of Jesus 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
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when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

(Liturgist) This is the Word of God for the People of God! 
(All) Thanks be to God! Amen! 

INTERLUDE: "Soul on Fire" / The Response (Co-Leaders: John Zeeb & Steve Grimes; 
Team: Jeff Ashworth, John Simmons, Rebel Harrell, and Rev. Beverly Devine)  

SERMON: “EVERY ENDING IS ALWAYS A NEW BEGINNING” / The Rev. J. T. 
Kim, Senior Pastor 

HYMN OF DEDICATION: #312 "Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise"/ All (Led by Kris 
Lovekin; Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING / Pastor J. T. Kim 
(Pastor) As God has showered abundant love and grace on us, may we share gifts of 
love and grace with God’s world. 
(All) Amen! 
- Online Giving: https://www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/ 
- Mail To: First United Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA 92506 
- You can also drop off your offering envelope into the church office mail slot 
- Or please consider automatic draft through your bank 

DOXOLOGY: #95 / All 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow / Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) / All (Led by Pastor J. T. Kim) 
With joy, we bring our gifts. With joy, we offer our lives. May the offering of our 
gifts and our very selves bring joy throughout the world. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: #77 "How Great Thou Art" / All (led by Kris Lovekin; Accompanied 
by Robert Phillips) 

1. O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 

(Refrain) Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

2. When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; (Refrain) 

3. And when I think that God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 

That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin; (Refrain) 

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 

Then I shall bow with humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! (Refrain) 

(CCLI License# 11231812) 
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BENEDICTION / Pastor J. T. Kim 

POSTLUDE: “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” (by Wilbur Held)/ Robert Phillips, 
Organist 
 

 
 

 

 
(Our Big Thanks to the Worship/Media Team who have faithfully served today: 

Dan Lonsbery, Cassie Lonsbery, Kris Lovekin, Robert Phillips, John Zeeb, Steve Grimes,  
Jeff Ashworth, John Simmons, Rebel Harrell, and Rev. Beverly Devine) 

God Bless You! Stay with Christ! 


