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First United Methodist Church of Riverside (https://firstchurchriverside.org) 

May 31, 2020, 10 a.m.: Pentecost Sunday (Church@Home) 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP ONLINE: 

https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/ 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE: “Come, Holy Ghost, Lord God” (by Dietrich Buxtehude)/ Robert Phillips, 

Organist 

TRINITY BELLS / Robert Phillips, Organist 

OPENING HYMN: #61 “Come, Thou Almighty King”/ All (Led by Dominic Salvati; 
Accompanied by Robert Phillips, Organist) 

 

https://firstchurchriverside.org/
https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/
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WELCOME / Rev. J. T. Kim, Senior Pastor 

CALL TO WORSHIP / Lyn Knowles, Liturgist 
(Liturgist) With rushing wind and holy fire . . . 
(All) Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
(L) With tongues of flame and hopes rekindled . . . 
(All) Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
(L) With visions birthed and dreams restored . . . 
(All) Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
(L) With spacious grace and depth untold . . . 
(All) Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
(L) With rushing wind and holy fire . . . 
(All) Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen! 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER / Pastor J. T. Kim 
     Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
     A Responsive Prayer to Lament and Mourn Those Who Have Died from COVID-19 

(Pastor) “How lonely sits the city that was full of people! How like a widow has she 
become, she that was great among the nations!”—Lamentations 1:1 
O God, Creator of the universe, we stand before you as fragile humans, made only of 
earthy clay and Your breath. In all humility, we hold to you all those who are sick with 
the coronavirus, who are COVID positive, and all those who care for them and work 
intimately for their healing. We name the sick and hold them in Your healing light, O 
Lord.  (All) Hear our prayer. 

(Pastor) “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”—Matthew 2:18 
In all humility, we turn to our God today to honor our dead. We have had no time, no 
space, no moment to mourn. We made promises to love and protect our families, “til 
death do us part.” In their final days, we are heart-broken that we were apart from those 
who were dying. May they forgive us. May we forgive ourselves. We claim in faith that 
we are born from God, we live for God, and we return to God. We seek rest and time in 
you. (All) Hear our prayer. 

(Pastor) “My companions and neighbors you have put away from me, and hidden my 
friends out of my sight.”—Psalm 88:18 
O God, you are the Keeper of the Book of Life, and no one dies alone—but all under your 
loving gaze. So that their passing is not an empty data point on death’s grim graph, let us 
say the names of those who have died and to remember them. [Name the names of the 
dead here.] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend their spirits. (All) Hear our prayer. 

(Pastor) “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”—Romans 12:15 
Give us the gift of weeping, O God, for tears of love are always holy. It is not only our 
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loved one who are lost, but our jobs, our neighborhoods, our familiarity with family, and 
graduations and classes. May our mourning, lamenting, remembering, and learning 
from these losses not disappear like water in sand, but push us to weep from time to 
time. Keep us tenderhearted, we pray. (All) Hear our prayer. 

(Pastor) “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.”—Ephesians 4:1-2 
As we American face together this unprecedented season, let love fill all our hearts, so 
that the greatness of our nation continues to break open before us. Draw every 
American, into the values of courage, duty, honorable action, self-sacrifice, generosity, 
neighborliness, responsibility, and mercy, which are the hallmarks of our country. Give 
us courage, O Lord. (All) Hear our prayer. 

(Pastor) “May your way may be known upon earth, your saving health among all 
nations.”—Psalm 67:2 
To those who have lost loved ones, we—your fellow citizens—offer you comfort, not 
condolence, empathy, not sympathy. As a people we have borne this pandemic’s cost in 
the lives of our families; as a nation we shall honor and mourn them together. Let peace 
and good health prevail among all the nations, O God, and may it be so in our own 
families, communities, states, and land on this day and each day to come. These families 
are your families, O Lord. (All) Hear our prayer. 

(Pastor) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!”— 2 Corinthians 5:17 
Jesus knew what we numb ones must always learn again: that weeping must be real 
because endings are real; and that weeping permits newness. Christ’s weeping with us 
permits the kingdom to come. The Holy Spirit’s indwelling opens us to envision a new 
“normal,” to envision an America true to her dreams, true to our native land to have a 
new birth of freedom and justice for all. Lord, open our eyes to a new and holy vision 
that your people may be your people in the days to come. Make us brave, O Lord, 
together. (All) Hear our prayer. Amen. 
(This Response Prayer has been adapted from Prayers to Lament and Mourn Those Who Have Died from COVID-19 – Online Resource provided by Sojourners; Used by 
permission) 

CHILDREN’S TIME / Lyn Knowles 

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:1-21 (NRSV) / Lyn Knowles, Liturgist 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
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each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13But others 
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 
Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

(Liturgist) This is the Word of God for the People of God! 
(All) Thanks be to God! Amen! 

GOSPEL READING: John 7:37-39 (NRSV) / Lyn Knowles, Liturgist 
Rivers of Living Water 
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he 
cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in 
me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers 
of living water.” ’ 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were 
to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

(Liturgist) This is the Word of Christ! 
(All) Glory to You, O Christ! 
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INTERLUDE: “Shout to the Lord” (by Darlene Zschech) / Dominic Salvati, Soloist 
(Accompanied by Robert Phillips)  

SERMON: “PENTECOST AND THE VIRUS” / The Rev. J. T. Kim, Senior Pastor 

HYMN OF DEDICATION: #2117 “Spirit of God”/ All (Led by Dominic Salvati; 
Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING / Pastor J. T. Kim 

(Pastor) We worship a God who is with us to the end. When God opens her hand, we 
are filled with good things. When God closes his hand, our bodies return to the dust, 
and our breath returns to Spirit, who gave it. Let us share the bounty of our lives with 
God on this day of Pentecost. 
(All) Amen! 
- Online Giving: https://www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/ 
- Mail To: First United Methodist Church, 4845 Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA 92506; 
- You can also drop off your offering envelope into the church office mail slot; 
- Or please consider automatic draft through your bank. 
- Thank you for being faithful to God through our Church! 

DOXOLOGY: #95 / All 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow / Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) / All (Led by Pastor J. T. Kim) 
Gracious and loving God: For opening your hand, and blessing us with your 
manifold blessings, we give you thanks, O God. On this day of Pentecost, may our 
gifts bring dreams and visions to world in need of hope and direction. And may 
our hearts overflow with rivers of living water. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: #347 “Spirit Song” / All (Led by Dominic Salvati; Accompanied by 
Robert Phillips) 

https://www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/
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BENEDICTION / Pastor J. T. Kim 

POSTLUDE: “Fantasia in G (Abridged)” (by Johann Sebastian Bach)/ Robert Phillips, 
Organist 
 

 
 

 

 
(Our Big Thanks to the Worship/Media Team who have faithfully served today: 

Lyn Knowles, Dominic Salvati, Robert Phillips, Dan Lonsbery, and Cassie Lonsbery) 

God Bless You! Stay with Christ! 


