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First United Methodist Church of Riverside (https://firstchurchriverside.org) 
December 6, 2020: Second Sunday of Advent (PEACE) with Holy Communion 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP ONLINE (Livestream): 10:00 AM 
https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/live  

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PRELUDE: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (by Johann Sebastian Bach) /  
Robert Phillips, Organist 

TRINITY BELLS / Robert Phillips, Organist 

ADVENT LITURGY VIDEO / Teresa & Sean Clark and Family 
Today is Second Sunday of Advent – the Sunday of PEACE! 
Isaiah 9:6–7 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
We light this candle as a symbol of the Prince of Peace.  
May the visitation of your Holy Spirit, O God, make us ready for  
the coming of Jesus, our hope and joy. 
(All) O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE (PEACE) (While Singing the Advent 
Candle Song) / Daryl Salmon, Liturgist 

https://firstchurchriverside.org/�
https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/live�
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ADVENT CANDLE SONG: “Christ, Be Our Light!” / All (Led by Phil Bremenstuhl with 
Bell Ringers Carmen Lonsbery and Gayla Lonsbery; Accompanied by Robert Phillips, 
Organist)  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Isa 40, Ps 85, 2 Pet 3) / Daryl Salmon, Liturgist 

(Liturgist) Lift up your voice. Lift it up, do not fear. 
(All) Feeding, gathering, carrying, leading: This is how God will come. 
(L) The old will pass away. A new world will dawn. 
(All) Love, faithfulness, righteousness, peace: These will mark God’s new day. 
(L) Love needs a path. Peace needs a highway. 
(All)Even as we wait, let us make a way for God: In our hearts and in our world. 
(L) Let us worship God. 
(All) Amen! 
 
WELCOME / Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER / Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor 
• Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
• Pastoral Prayer 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME / Daryl Salmon 

SCRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 2:13-22 (NRSV) / Daryl Salmon, Liturgist 
Jesus Christ is Our Peace 
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13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the 
law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to 
God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he 
came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members 
of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together 
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 
(Liturgist) This is the Word of God for the people of God! 
 (All) Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
INTERLUDE: “I Wonder As I Wander" (by John Jacob Niles); Phil Bremenstuhl, Soloist / 
Robert Phillips, Organist 
 
SERMON: “FINDING PEACE IN THE MIDST OF A PERFECT STORM” /  Rev. J. T. Kim 
 
HYMN OF DEDICATION: #3047 “God Almighty, We Are Waiting” All (Led by Phil 
Bremenstuhl, Robert Phillips, Organist) 
 
Verse 1 
God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear.  
Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near;  
Burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild. 
As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child. 
 
Verse 2 
God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth. 
Looking back and looking forward to the Christ’s return to earth. 
Help us to proclaim the gospel, ‘til the world is reconciled. 
Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child. 
 
Verse 3 
God the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now. 
Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow. 
Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and mild, 
Help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child. 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING / Daryl Salmon, Liturgist 
(Liturgist) Dear Church Family and Friends: I invite you to give your tithes and offerings 
generously to support our church’s missions and ministries. You can give online 24/7 
through our church’s website: www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/  Or you can simply 
mail your offering to the church address. Or you can also drop off your offering envelope 
into the church office mail slot. Or you may set up automatic draft through your bank. 
Thank you for being faithful to God through our Church!  
(All) Amen! 
 
DOXOLOGY #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) / All (Led by Daryl Salmon, Liturgist) 
O God, who restores and makes new, let these gifts prepare the way: for good news 
proclaimed, for people comforted, and for the earth tended. Through our giving, may all 
partake of an abundant yield of peace. We believe it will be so. Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION (ADVENT) 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
(Pastor) You who have been fed with the bread of tears, find here the bread of life. You who 
have drunk the sorrows of life, find here the living water, springing forth with eternal grace. 
You who need to see God, find here the very presence of Christ, his life and love, ready to 
nourish us all. 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
(All) Sometimes, we are not ready for things to be made new. Help us, God, to imagine 
the new earth that you envision for our word. Help us see ourselves in it. 
Give us wisdom and courage to hasten the coming of your day. Amen. 
SILENT PRAYER 
PARDON 
(Pastor) Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves 
God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
(People) In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
(All) Glory to God! Amen. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
(Pastor) The Lord be with you. 
(People) And also with you. 

http://www.firstchurchriverside.org/giving/�
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(Pastor) Lift up your hearts. 
(People) We lift them up to the Lord. 
(Pastor) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
(All) It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
(Pastor) It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. From everlasting to everlasting, you have 
revealed your mighty presence to us. From the beginning, you have created and are creating, 
forming us anew, like clay in the hands of the potter. 
When we withered like leaves, and floated away from your presence, you healed and 
restored us. From ancient times, you have created us and called us to be your people, 
formed in your image and shimmering with your loving presence. 
And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn, saying: 
(All Sing) 

 

(Pastor) Holy are you and blessed is your holy name. In the fullness of time, you sent your 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be present among us and to reveal your loving presence to us. Through 
Christ’s creative love and grace, we are formed anew and revived with your grace. In 
covenant with you, we come—awake and alert, ready to know your presence at this holy 
table and in our very lives. 
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On that night before his death, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave 
it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to you, 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Drink from this, all of you; this is my life in the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts of love and grace, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving, as children of your covenant, in union with Christ’s love for us, as 
we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
(All Sing) 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
(Pastor) Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine. Make 
them be for us the presence of Christ, that we may be the body of Christ, revived by your 
grace and restored in your love. 
By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at your heavenly banquet. 
Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, both now and forever more.  
(All Sing) 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
(Pastor) And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
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(All) Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
(Pastor) The loving presence of Christ, shining in your life. 
(All) Amen! 
(Pastor) Please take your Bread and Cup now at your home! 
UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(All) Thank you, God, for renewing us at your table by the presence of our Christ. Thank 
you for your eternal love, the Bread of Life, that sustains all creation. May you continue 
to love us in our faithful acts and by that love discourage us from our unfaithful acts, that 
we might rejoice as your servants and witnesses to the world. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN: #240 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”/ All (Led by Phil Bremenstuhl; 
Accompanied by Robert Phillips, Organist) 
Verse 1 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Verse 2 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a  Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; 
Hail th'incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Verse 3 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righ-teous-ness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, 
Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
BENEDICTION / Rev. J. T. Kim 

POSTLUDE: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (by Johann Gottfried Walther) /  
Robert Phillips, Organist 
 
“These worship liturgies have been adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Copyright © 2019  
by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.” 
 

 
 
 

 
(Our Big Thanks to the Worship/Media Team members who have faithfully served today: 

Advent Liturgy: Teresa & Sean Clark and Family 
Liturgist: & Children’s Time: Daryl Salmon 

Organist: Robert Phillips 
Music Interlude & Hymn Leader: Phil Bremenstuhl 
Bell Ringers: Gayla Lonsbery & Carmen Lonsbery 

Media/Livestream Team: Dan Lonsbery, Cassie Lonsbery, & Steve Grimes 
Online Greeter: Kris Lovekin 

Advent Décor: Rev. Beverly Devine and the Décor Team 
Communion Coordinator: Lee Ann Salmon) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God Bless You! Stay in Love with God! 
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Music Copyright License Information: 
 
Prelude: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” by Johann Sebastian Bach; Public Domain. 
 
Advent Candle Song: “Christ, Be Our Light” by Bernadette Farrell; ©1993 and this arrangement by 
Bernadette Farrell 2013, Hope Publishing Company. OneLicense Song #80229, OneLicense #A-735776. 
 
Interlude: “I Wonder As I Wander" by John Jacob Niles; Public Domain. 
  
Hymn of Dedication: “God Almighty, We Are Waiting” words by E. Ann Bell, music by Rowland H. 
Prichard; ©2005 Hope Publishing Co.; OneLicense Song #86145, OneLicense #A-735776. 
 
 Sending Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” words by Charles Wesley, music by Felix Mendelssohn; 
Public Domain. 
 
Postlude:. “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” by Johann Gottfried Walther; Public Domain. 
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