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First United Methodist Church of Riverside (https://firstchurchriverside.org) 
March 7, 2021: Third Sunday in Lent; Holy Communion Sunday 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP ONLINE (Livestream): 10:00 AM 
https://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/live  

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PRELUDE:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (Opus 122, No. 10)” (by Johannes Brahms) / 
Robert Phillips, Organist 

TRINITY BELLS / Robert Phillips, Organist 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Ps 19, 1 Cor 1) / Kelly Weakly, Co-Liturgist 
(Liturgist) Called by Christ, 
(All) we gather as one. 
(L) Blessed by God’s wisdom, 
(All) we gather to learn. 
(L) Amazed by God’s love, 
(All) we gather to worship. Amen! 
 
OPENING HYMN: #77 “How Great Thou Art” (Verses 1 & 3 only) (by Stuart K. Hine) / All 
(Led by Phil Bremenstuhl; Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 
 
Verse 1 

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 
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how great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 
how great thou art, how great thou art! 

Verse 3 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin. [Refrain] 
 
WELCOME / Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER / Rev. J. T. Kim 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 
   
CHILDREN’S TIME / Loretta Cudney, Co-Liturgist 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (NRSV) / Kelly Weakly, Co-Liturgist 
Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, ‘I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
(Liturgist) This is the Word of God for the people of God! 
(All) Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
INTERLUDE: “The Penitent” (Lyrics taken from Luke 15:11-25) (by Beardsley Van de 
Water) / Phil Bremenstuhl, Soloist; Accompanied by Robert Phillips 
  
SERMON: “THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS” / Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor 
 
HYMN OF DEDICATION: #297 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” (words by Elizabeth C. 
Clephane, music by Frederick C. Maker) / All (Led by Phil Bremenstuhl; Accompanied by 
Robert Phillips) 
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Verse 1 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
the shadow of a mighty rock 
within a weary land; 
a home within the wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat, 
and the burden of the day. 

Verse 2 

Upon that cross of Jesus 
mine eye at times can see 
the very dying form of One 
who suffered there for me; 
and from my stricken heart with tears 
two wonders I confess: 
the wonders of redeeming love 
and my unworthiness. 

Verse 3 

I take, O cross, thy shadow 
for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 
the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all the cross. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING (Adapted from Genesis 17, Psalm 22) /  
Loretta Cudney, Co-Liturgist 
(Leader) It is easy to offer our money and our gold, but God desires our hearts and our 
lives. Even as we offer our gifts in the offering plates this day, let us reflect on how we 
might give our hearts and lives, so that others may know the truth of God’s wisdom and 
love. 
(All) Amen! 
 
DOXOLOGY #95 / All (Led by Phil Bremenstuhl, Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) / Led by Loretta Cudney, Co-Liturgist 
May the gifts we bring be gifts of love. May the offerings we share be offerings of our 
hearts. May each gift be blessed by your grace, that others may know the truth of your 
wisdom and your love. Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION WITH MUSIC RESPONSES 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION / Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor 
Are you hungry for God? Come to the bread of life. 
Are you in need of forgiveness? Come to the table of grace. 
Are you empty and alone? Come to the feast of love. 
Come, even when naked and vulnerable, for here we are covered with abundant grace 
and filled with the goodness of God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 
(All) When we set up barriers that prevent others from knowing the truth of your love, 
forgive us and break down those walls. When we set up barriers in our own minds and 
lives that keep us from knowing the truth of your love, break down our walls with your 
grace. When we are confused by the world’s wisdom, break through our muddled 
minds and shine the clarity of your teachings. Draw us ever closer to you, to one 
another, and to the beauty of your wisdom and your love. Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PARDON 
(Pastor) Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves 
God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
(People) In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
(All) Glory to God! Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
(Pastor) The Lord be with you. 
(People) And also with you. 
(Pastor) Lift up your hearts. 
(People) We lift them up to the Lord. 
(Pastor) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
(People) It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
(Pastor) It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.  
In love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, your love remained steadfast. You bid your faithful people cleanse their 
hearts and prepare with joy for the Easter feast, that, renewed by your Word and 
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Sacraments and fervent in prayer and works of justice and mercy, we may come to the 
fullness of grace that you have prepared for those who love you. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
(All sing) 

 
(Pastor) Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness 
of time to redeem the world. He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born 
in our likeness. He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross. He took upon himself our sin and death and offered himself, a perfect sacrifice for 
the sin of the whole world. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water 
and the Spirit.  
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me." 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for 
us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 



- 6 - 

(All Sing) 

 
(Pastor) Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the 
body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through 
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
(Pastor) And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
(All) Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
(Pastor) Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of 
the one loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
Please take your Bread and Cup at your home now. 
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UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(All) Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: #504 “The Old Rugged Cross” (by George Bennard) / All (Led by Phil 
Bremenstuhl; Accompanied by Robert Phillips) 
 
Verse 1 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
the emblem of suffering and shame; 
and I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

Refrain 
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 
till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
and exchange it some day for a crown. 

Verse 2 

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
has a wondrous attraction for me; 
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above 
to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain] 

Verse 3 

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 
a wondrous beauty I see, 
for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 
to pardon and sanctify me. [Refrain] 

Verse 4 

To that old rugged cross I will ever be true, 
its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
then he'll call me some day to my home far away, 
where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain] 
 
RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION 
(Pastor) Blessed by God’s wisdom, 
(All) we go forth refreshed and renewed. 
(Pastor) Called by Christ, 
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(All) we go now to serve. 
(Pastor) Amazed by God’s love, 
(All) we go now to love. Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE: “Prelude and Fugue in D Minor” (by Johann Ludwig Krebs) / Robert Phillips, 
Organist 
 
“These worship liturgies have been adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021. Copyright © 
2020 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.” 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(Our Big Thanks to the Worship/Media Team members who have faithfully served today: 
Organist: Robert Phillips 

Hymn Leader & Soloist: Phil Bremenstuhl 
 Communion Coordinator: Lee Ann Salmon 

Co-Liturgists: Kelly Weakly and Loretta Cudney 
Children’s Time: Loretta Cudney 

Media/Livestream Team: Dan Lonsbery, Cassie Lonsbery, Gayla Lonsbery, 
and Steve Grimes 

Online Greeter: Kris Lovekin 
Altar Décor: Rev. Beverly Devine and the Décor Team) 

 
  

God Bless You! Stay in Love with God! 
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Music Copyright License Information: 
 
Prelude:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (Opus 122, No. 10)” by Johannes Brahms; Public Domain. 

Opening Hymn: “How Great Thou Art” by Stuart K. Hine. © 1949 and 1953 Stuart Hine Trust CIO Stuart 
K. Hine Trust. CCLI Song #14181, CCLI License #11231812. 

Interlude:  "The Penitent" by Beardsley Van de Water, lyrics from Luke 15:11-25; Public Domain. 

Hymn of Dedication: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” words by Elizabeth C. Clephane, music by Frederick C. 
Maker. Words: Public Domain, Music: 1989 Hope Publishing Company. CCLI Song #1764485, CCLI 
License #11231812. 

Communion Hymns: “Holy, Holy, Holy,” “Christ Has Died,” and “Amen,” by Elise Eslinger; ©1989, 
United Methodist Publishing House/Abingdon Press; OneLicense with Livestream License #A-735776. 

Sending Hymn: “The Old Rugged Cross” by George Bennard; Public Domain. 

Postlude:  “Prelude and Fugue in D Minor” by Johann Ludwig Krebs; Public Domain. 

 


