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The Nature of Church
(by Pastor J. T. Kim)
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dissident who was executed by the Nazi regime
in 1945 when he was just 39. He wrote many
important books, but one published several
years after his death, called Ethics, is resonating with me today.
He wrote: “… The space of the church is
not there in order to fight with the world for
a piece of its territory, but precisely to testify
to the world that it is still the world, namely,
the world that is loved and reconciled by
God… The church can only defend its own
space by fighting, not for space, but for the
salvation of the world. Otherwise, the
church becomes a ‘religious society’ that
fights in its own interest and thus has ceased
to be the church of God in the world…”
Since the first of the year, I have been
reading Bonhoeffer’s sermons and writings,
along with my daily Bible reading, The Bible
Year guidebook and Henri J. M. Nouwen’s
Bread for the Journey: A Daybook of Wisdom and Faith.
His emphasis on the mission of the
church is so important today, as we in the
Body of Christ are called to reach out, grow,
and thrive by sharing God’s love with everyone in the community, even during this
pandemic crisis.
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He wrote: “So the first task
given to those who belong to
the church of God is not to be
something for themselves, for
example, by creating a religious organization or leading a
pious life, but to be witness of
Jesus Christ to the world.”
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ! As
God’s faithful Church, are we truthfully trying to be “witness of Jesus Christ to the
world?” Are we fully living out the Christian Church life as God intended and as
Jesus loves? Are we really loving one
another and our neighbors with God’s love?
Are we joyfully welcoming new people and
gracefully caring for our members and
friends? Are we constantly trying to make
Disciples of Christ?
As we celebrate our church’s 150th anniversary this year, let us give thanks to God
for the past blessings! And now let us do our
best by responding to the questions on the
nature and mission of the church. Who are
we in Christ? How should we live? What are
we called to do?
Congratulations to YOU - the congregation of First United Methodist Church of
Riverside on your 150 years of amazing
ministries in this community! Please keep
up the good soul-saving and fruit-bearing
work!
Love and Blessings,
The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor
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Finance Committee Sees Some
Financial Challenges Ahead
Some churches across the nation have
seen their revenues dry up during the pandemic. So far, First UMC has been able to
keep the budget reasonably stable. But it is
important to stop and recognize how difficult these past two years have been.
“Covid-19 has and will continue to have an
impact on church attendance and giving,”
said David Fraser, Chair of our Finance
Committee. He said we recently lost the
$17,000 per year contract with Riverside
County for jury parking because of an issue
of insurance that could not be ironed out.
Rental income, generally, is down because
fewer outside groups are meeting in person.
In bright spots, Meals on Wheels continues
operating on site and the First United Methodist Pre School (FUMPS) is healthy and financially self-sustaining, including paying
back the church for shared costs like utilities.
FUMCOR’s long standing endowments also
earned healthy interest and dividend income.
“We currently have 61 families who are
pledging support for 2022, fewer than last
year, and it is not too late to join them,”
Fraser said. The church goal is to expand
membership and increase giving to continue
supporting our missions, our music and our
staffing levels.
Fumcor has invested money in equipment to create high quality broadcasts for
online church attendance, and attendance
via phone. The church has also contracted
with a consultant called “Broken Sheep” to
explore how we can grow our church
family. The church will be fundraising as
much as possible, given the constraints of
the pandemic.

“If you haven’t pledged yet, I ask you to
prayerfully consider making this commitment as soon as possible,” Fraser said. Contact Becky Ruiz in the church office with the
information about your pledge:
rruiz@firstchurchriverside.org or call her at
951-683-7831.
“The generous commitment of our FUMCOR family in this anniversary year is
greatly appreciated,” Fraser said. “You help
us to not just survive these times, but thrive.
God bless you all.”
By David Fraser, Chair,
Finance Committee
.................

Preschool Registration Begins!
Hello Church Families! The Preschool
will begin registration for Church Families,
Alumni, and their siblings Tuesday, Feb. 1
at 9 am. Registration will open to the public
on Tuesday, March 1 at 8 am.
Registration Packets may be printed
from our website (FUMPS.org), or you may
pick up a packet directly from the Preschool
office.
Please be sure to tell your Friends and
Neighbors that have little ones and please,
do not hesitate to call the Preschool Office
if you have any questions, 951-683-4500.
Thank you for your support,
Karen Wilson & the Preschool Staff
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United Methodist Men's Meeting on
Sunday, February 13th
Please join us for the Super Bowl of United
Methodist Men's meetings! The Super Bowl PreGame meeting of the United Methodist Men is
scheduled for Sunday, February 13th. The meeting
will take place via Zoom and will start after church
services, beginning at 11:30 AM. Pastor Kim will email out a Zoom link to the entire congregation
prior to the event. We should wrap-up in plenty of
time for you to get to SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles
for the big game!
Our featured speaker for February is Mr.
Charles Gorder, a retired Assistant United States
Attorney, who lives outside Portland, Oregon.
Charles was a federal prosecutor for 37 years and
served in both San Diego and Portland. At various
times, he was the Chief of Special Prosecutions in
San Diego, and the Chief of the Economic Crime
Unit in Portland. After 9/11, he was appointed as
the US Justice Department’s Anti-Terrorism Coordinator in Oregon. Charles will discuss some of
his more interesting prosecutions, including one
using the Nation’s first “roving” wiretap which
was targeted at organized crime in San Diego,
another case involving the interdiction of a shipment of the gyroscope for the US Air Force’s F-111
Stealth fighter/bomber to China, and the successful prosecution of Islamic terrorists who left the US
after 9/11 to fight for the Taliban and Al Qaeda in
Afghanistan. He will not, however, predict the
winner of the 2022 Super Bowl scheduled for later
that day!
Please plan to join us for what should be a very
interesting and informative talk.
In other news, the United Methodist Men have
begun the planning process for our Silent Auction
in May to raise money for our scholarship program
for our FUMCOR college students. Please be thinking of items which you might consider donating to
the auction. We'll have more information coming
soon.

CALENDAR
UMW, Circles and Bible Study are all being held on
Zoom. If you would like an invitation to any of the meetings, contact Pam Conlin 951-237-5470.
February UMW Meeting will be Prayer and Denial.
Thursday evening Bible Study with Corona and
Wesley UMC is ongoing at 7:00pm.
Feb 9, 2022 1:00pm UMW Executive Board
meeting
Feb 14, 2022 1:00pm Almond-Wesleyan Circle
Feb 13, 2022 Valentine's Day Bakeless Bake Sale
Feb 16, 2022 1:00pm UMW Meeting
Feb 22, 2022 7:00pm Citrus Circle
United Methodist Reading Program
If you are looking for something to read, a list
can be found at:
United Methodist Women.org/readingprogram.
If you are interested in the Reading Program,
would like more information or would like a book
off of our Book Cart, please contact Pam Conlin
951-237-5470.
The Faith Talk are now being counted as books
read for the Reading Program.
2 Faith Talks count as 1 book under Spiritual
Growth
3 Faith Talks count as 2 books under Spiritual
Growth
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Here's an easy
mission opportunity!
Help Repair the Choir Robes
Can you sew? Not fancy sewing, just
everyday mending, like reattaching a
loose hook and eye or restitching a bit of
undone hem. On Sunday, February 20,
please bring your mending skills to the
choir room to do simple repairs on the
choir robes. We will meet after worship.
While this event is sponsored by the
United Methodist Women, all women
are invited to help. Men can help too!
We have needles and thread and just
need volunteers. We will place tables
outside and do all repairs at the outside
tables.
We hope to serve pizza when we
finish the repairs (pending trustee
approval). It will be fun. Come join us.

WESLEY HOPE ROOM NEEDS
Wesley UMC’s Hope Room needs
size 32 and 34 men’s jeans, disposable
razors, individual tissue packs, and conditioner for hair. You can bring donations to the church office or contact Lee
Ann Salmon directly at (951) 906-6452.

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
Steve and Kris Lovekin
Bill and Marge Wolter
Mack and Elizabeth Davis
Stan and Jackie Cook

1
8
11
16

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Bob Bahnsen
Romeo Lardizabal
Michiko Reyes
Bill Ashworth
Pat Williams
Amit Roberts
Samir Roberts
Myra Williams
Annabella Angel
Dorie Grimes
Yvonne Peters
Cindy Marr
Ron Purkey
Claire Gorder
Mary Boon
Carmen Lonsbery
Christian Tupou
Carrie Renteria
Jeff Sluder
Dani Johnson-Cork
Michelle Arguelles
Peggy Stepe
Patty Binford

2
5
7
8
8
11
11
11
13
16
19
20
21
22
23
23
23
25
25
27
28
29
31
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VALENTINE’S DAY BAKELESS BAKE SALE

If you would like to take part in our Bakeless Bake Sale you may send your donation to the church. Checks should be made out to United Methodist Women.
Thank you so much for your continuous support. We hope we can have a real
bake sale safely a little later in the year.

FirstChurchRiverside.org
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In Their Own Words: What Being a Stephen Minister Means to Me
For the next several months, our Stephen Ministers will be sharing with Messenger
readers what being a Stephen Minister has meant to them. First up is Marie Madden, my
Stephen Ministry Co-Leader. Marie, like all of our Stephen Ministers, knows that God’s
abiding love, his healing presence and God’s gift of compassion bolsters us in our ministry.
God is the healer and we are the vessels for God’s healing love. This knowledge helps us in
our work with our care receivers and lightens the load we carry. If Marie’s testimony inspires you to consider becoming a Stephen Minister and joining us in this healing and supportive ministry, please contact me at stephenministry@firstchurchriverside.org or by
phone at 951-205-6504. – David Fraser, Stephen Ministry Leader
In Marie’s Own Words:
“Over 30 years ago my husband, the love of my life,
passed away. Two years later I learned about Stephen
Ministry. All I could think about was how much I
wished I had known about Stephen Ministry when I
was going through my grieving period. I decided then
that perhaps I could help someone else if I became a
Stephen Minister. That was the best decision I ever
made. The wonderful training I received helped me so
much in my personal life. When I completed this training a care receiver was waiting for me. I could not believe the blessings that were mine from this experience.
After having a few care receivers, I was sent to Florida
for a week of more training to become a part of the supervisory team. More wonderful experiences. What a
thrill it was to have my care receivers tell me several years later how much I had helped
them Six years ago I moved from Dallas, Texas to Riverside. I am so happy here and have
been privileged to be a part of our Stephen Ministry team. I have just received my third
care receiver and am looking forward to this new experience. Each one is different. Being a
Stephen Minister has been such a joy for me. I have been so blessed!”

THANK YOU
A HUGE HUG AND THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to Wesley UMC’s
Hope Room’s Annual “Children’s Christmas Gift Giveaway” in $$$’s, toy donations and
physical help. Over 80 families received new and used toys, clothing, food, gift cards, holiday knickknacks, plus that one special gift each child had asked for. FUMCOR’s Hope
Team is Barbara Jo Wilson, Lisa Laird, Cindy Marr, Lee Bayer and sometimes Daryl Salmon. I cannot thank these women enough for their commitment, dependability and their
service heart and Daryl for always able to help out when we need him!
Blessings,
Lee Ann Salmon
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150 Years ||Past to Present
First United Methodist Church
History in Black and White

Church has willingly given time, labor and
money in helping build the Second Baptist
Church located at 2911 Vine Street in the
City of Riverside. The congregation, pastor
By Kris Lovekin
and officers shall be forever grateful for a job
As we celebrate Black History Month 150
well done. What we do for ourselves dies
years after the founding of our congregation, with us. What we do for others lives
we must acknowledge that the first organiz- forever."
ers of our church were likely operating in a
When the Methodists merged with the
segregated environment. Black Methodists
Evangelical United Brethren and in 1968
were more likely to join the AME Allen
changed the denomination’s name to
Chapel in Riverside, which opened in 1875.
“United Methodist,” congregations started
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist to look more racially integrated, including
movement, had worked to create a more ra- our own. Civil rights marches and sit-ins
cially unified church. In 1790, just before
were common, and the times were politiWesley died, black people made up 20 percally chaotic. The military was integrated
cent of the 57,631 American Methodists,
and some black families set their sights on
drawn by a clear anti-slavery mission.
First Methodist.
But it didn’t last. Just a few years after WesEunice and
ley died, a black man named Richard Allen
Booker T. Coffee
walked away from his Methodist church,
joined the church
describing how white church leaders misin January, 1967,
treated black parishioners. He led black famtransferring in
ilies into a new congregation: Bethel African
from the AME
Methodist Episcopal Church in PhiladelAllen Chapel in
phia. Similar movements occurred in other
Riverside. Eunice
communities, and Sunday morning became
was a school
what has been called the most segregated
teacher and
hour in America.
served as the president of the Riverside
But there were still signs of hope in River- chapter of the N.A.A.C.P. She was one of the
side, a community founded by abolitionist
first black women to be inducted into the
John W. North.
board of the Riverside Y.W.C.A. Booker T.
One story from the history files comes
Coffee was a veteran of World War II, and
from the 1950s. First UMC Riverside formed active in the United Methodist Men. “In
a partnership with Second Baptist Church of 1982 and 1983, he represented the congregaRiverside, an all black congregation, to help tion at the Annual Conference in Redlands,”
raise money for their sanctuary. The effort
remembered Mike Alfred, who was the
stemmed from a request from George
youth representative to the conference in
Sanders, who was FUMCOR’s head custothose years.
dian for 32 years and a beloved figure, along
Dani Johnson-Cork, a member since 2008,
with his wife Christene. The text of a 1970
said that her family could be counted among
proclamation recognizes the longstanding
those who returned to
Cont’d. on Page 8
friendship: “The First United Methodist
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the United Methodist Church.
Her mother was raised in the AME Zion
Church in Birmingham, Alabama, and Dani
remembers that she and her sister Angela
were both baptized in an AME church. But
their mother, F. Miriam Harris-Johnson,
wanted her daughters to go to school and to
church in places where they would be surrounded by people of all colors and backgrounds.
In California, they attended the Pacoima
First United Methodist Church, the First
United Methodist Church of Simi Valley and
the Moreno Valley United Methodist
Church. “They were comfortable being in a
United Methodist setting,” Dani said of her
parents. “They left Birmingham and came to
California because they did not want the
segregated scenario. They wanted to interact
with other cultures.” Dani, Angela and their
late father Edward arrived at FUMCOR in
2008 and she said she is glad to see the con-

gregation get more and
more diverse each year.
In an era of change, and
as we approach one more
Black History month, may
we create in our congregation a place of diversity and life and love.
May we be grateful for those who stayed
AND for those who left. May we welcome
new members from all walks of life. And
may we create “the beloved community” described by Martin Luther King, Jr.
The way of acquiescence leads to moral and
spiritual suicide. The way of violence leads to bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the destroyers. But, the way of nonviolence leads to
redemption and the creation of the beloved community.
— Martin Luther King Jr.

FUMCOR STAFF
Pastor: Rev. J.T. Kim
Office Manager: Becky Ruiz
Secretary: Stephanie Chandler
Choir Director: Yvonne Flagg
Bell Director: Gayla Lonsbery
Organist: Robert Phillips
Preschool Director: Karen Wilson
Director of Children & Youth Ministries: Mateo Mamea
Custodial Manager: Jesse Ruiz
Campus Supervisor: Brad Tomlinson
First Church Riverside has active committees making decisions about missions, church
property and finances, the worship experience and fellowship groups. Come be part of the
work of the church!
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