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Welcome New Members
By Rev. Ji Tai Kim

Dear Family and Friends:

Please rejoice and celebrate
with me that our Bishop 
Grant Hagiya has reappointed
me to the congregation as the
pastor for another year! It is  truly God’s grace, and I am so
grateful to God for this renewed opportunity of serving the
congregation, the community, and the world together with you! I
cannot thank you all enough, especially every loving church
family member and friend, all the faithful ministry leaders, and all
the dedicated staff, for you all have been tremendously
supportive, faithful, and caring for me. Welcome to our new
members, (pictured above,) Lynn Wright and Carolyn Greywood.

Trying to be a fearless and faithful congregation, we have been
understanding, praying, and implementing our spiritual
development and outreach through the newly formed ministry
teams and my sermon series, based on the Flood Gates book. I
commend all the leaders and members for your enthusiasm,
commitment, and hard work. You are doing great jobs and please
keep up the wonderful works now and beyond!

Love and Blessings,

The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor
pastorjtkim@firstchurchriverside.org 



Volunteer Opportunities
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Beach Towel Drive Starts

The Church and Society/Missions Committee will
be collecting beach towels for the Sherman Indian
High School in Riverside. Students use these as
light blankets, shower towels and room decor. 

Bring towels to church on Sundays in August or to
the church office during office hours, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. weekdays. Cindy Marr has agreed to make the
delivery to Sherman Indian High School. Thank you
for continued support.

Are You a Garden Guru?

 Could the other trees
be planters along the
driveway? What kinds
of new trees shall we
plant? Shall we keep
all of our lawn or make
some of it a pollinator
garden? 
If you have expertise in 
 landscaping, or you want
to help pay, we need to
know. The Tomlinson and
Bayer families have
already donated. 

Bell Ringing - Come Join Us!
Can you count to four? Do you enjoy music? If
you answered "yes", then joining the bell choir
may be for you. Don't worry, no previous
experience is necessary. All skills are taught by
the bell director. We have two groups: one for
adults and one for children age 6 and up. Each
group rehearses once a week and plays for
service every other month. Contact the bell
director (belldirector@firstchurchriverside.org) or
the church office for the schedule and to sign up.  

Sunday, August 7th

"Don’t linger in the past too long,
hoping for your old life. Plan for
your new life. And for the new life
of our church. The Holy Spirit will
lead us."

The Church Trustees are
making landscaping
decisions about our front
yard, where they had to
top five trees because of
insect damage. They have
decided to create a cross
sculpture out of the
largest Shamel Ash tree
trunk, which will be
carved in August. A
wooden plaque will mark
the founding of our
church in 1872.

 

mailto:belldirector@firstchurchriverside.org


We Supplied

Bye Bye Summer Bash
Photos by Kris Lovekin

Think back to your

childhood...do you

remember the excitement

you felt every year when

you got your school supply

list?  

Our church witnessed that

excitement on July 30 at

our first ever Bye Bye

Summer Bash, which drew

dozens of young families

to play games, get snacks

and pick up free school

supplies. 

Because of our volunteers,

especially leaders Lucinda

Edmunds, LeeAnn Salmon

and Lyn Knowles, more

children will return to

school Monday, Aug. 8

well-supplied with pencils,

folders, paper and colorful

backpacks.

We asked for donations from

the congregation, we prayer

walked the grounds on July

24th, we created

committees for all the

activities and we told

everyone we could about 

 the event itself. 

This is part of our plan to

make our church more of a

blessing to the families who

live around our church.  

Thank you to all those who

worked so hard to create an

outreach event. We hope

they feel a true and life-

changing blessing. Keep the

children and staff in your

prayers all year long.

Backpacks
Snacks
Prize baskets
Water Games
A bounce house
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VBS Food Truck Party
Lucinda Edmunds told Bible stories with Wormie the
puppet, Lyn Knowles pulled a rabbit out of a top hat,
Cindy Qualtieri and Bev DeFrance whipped up super
snacks, Richard and Jessie Bennett did science
experiments for a couple of dozen children at Vacation
Bible School from July 11 to 15. At right, Lucinda's sweet
grandsons, Madden and Rylen.

VBS Fun and Games
Kelly Weakly played games outside with the children, including
a game that let everyone be the fast food worker with yarn
spaghetti and puff ball meatballs. Another game was beanbag
toss, and Kelly got a good picture (left) of one of the groups.
Some of the older girls served as leaders for the younger
children. Those young leaders were: Kristin Beals, Bianca
Bertrand, Madeline Campbell, Jade Curtis and Carli Renteria. 

VBS Head Chef
When Pastor Mateo Mamea was called into his first
pastoral assignment right before VBS, who did he call? 
 Barbara Jo Wilson! She agreed to take the spatula and
make this dish turn out just right. With help from
volunteers Patti Gardenias, Kris Lovekin, LeeAnn Salmon,
and others already mentioned, the children left knowing
a little more about the Bible. On Sunday we celebrated!
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Bad Girls of the Bible

Hindu Temple Tour

Note from the Field

You are invited to join our Zoom Bible Study cheekily called "Bad Girls
of the Bible" for a six week Bible study beginning on Thursday, Aug. 18.
We meet at 6:45 pm for social time and our study begins at 7 p.m. This
book group has members from Corona UMC, FUMCOR and other
churches.

Our book this time is Amy-Jill Levine's "Short Stories by Jesus:
The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi."  For more
information, please contact Lyn Knowles 951-743-7490.

 YU-RONG ‘’Yvonne’’ WANG, a Global Mission Fellow serving in
Japan, writes about harvesting lemongrass. It grew slowly during the
rainy season, but shot up during the summer. "Our spiritual harvest is
complicated," she writes. "How difficult it is to invite local people to
church activities. But even though I do not know when the flower of
the gospel seeds will bloom, I believe that God knows the right
time." (submitted by Lynn Ashworth, UMW Missions)

 

We are going to visit the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir Hindu Temple in
Chino Hills on Thursday, Aug. 4. We plan to meet at FUMCOR at 9:30 so we
can carpool. We will have a guided tour followed by lunch in their Indian
vegetarian cuisine cafe. Price range in the cafe ranges between $7 and $13. 

The Temple is wheelchair accessible. No bare shoulders or bare knees. If you
are interested in going, please contact Pam Conlin at 951 237-5470
immediately. 

By Lyn Knowles
Key News & Notes



Chandler Lounge Has More Natural Light
Thanks to volunteer power, the Chandler Lounge
is getting a new coat of paint and new blinds
that will help us keep our light shining in while we
meet and brainstorm our way in how to serve the
Lord. The work team includes Daryl Salmon and
Beth Waddell (in the picture), Greg Laird, Joan
Roberts, David Fraser, Scott Kirkwood, Ron Bayer
and Cindy Qualtieri. Take a peek on Sunday to
see the final look with the blinds installed and the
furniture back in place. This room is on the
education hallway, near the display cabinet.

Wednesday Night Class
Starts September 12th

   Yes, God is good, and God is generous. Every day we receive the benefits of God’s grace and generosity. And as
we learned in the presentations in our Sunday worship services last year, our church members have been
tremendously generous over our 150-year history. As Chair of the Finance Committee, I am happy to report that
FUMCOR has received a major donation from one of our members who wishes to remain anonymous. The gift of
around $40,000 will used, to purchase new tables for Fellowship Hall, the Koinonia Room, and Mary’s Kitchen. 

   The donor has also requested that funds left-over after the purchase of the tables be used to fill budget gaps
that we will be experiencing in various expense categories. We got hit with a sizeable increase in our Casualty
Insurance from our insurance carrier. The company completed an audit of our property, the first in many years, and
determined that we should be paying more. Our donor has indicated that the Finance Committee will have
discretion to determine which expense items can be covered with the $30,000 (estimated) left after the purchase
of the tables. 

This donation will greatly reduce our need to draw from our investments to fill our budget gaps. 
No matter how large or small each of our donations to the church are, they are a sacrifice. Our anonymous donor
undoubtedly responded to God’s love, generosity and sacrifice in making this gift. It was a sacrifice for them, as
giving is for all of us. I hope that this news generates much gratitude and a renewed commitment among us all to
respond to God’s love and generosity by being as generous as we can in our giving. Praise be to God!

David Fraser, Chair, FUMCOR Finance Committee 

Gifts and Graces
God is Good and God is Generous. 
We have a new large donation
to the church.
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"Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all

circumstances; for this is the
will of God in

Christ Jesus for you."

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Prayers & Praises

Joys & Concerns Birthdays and Anniversaries
Please join with us in giving thanks for the birthdays

and anniversaries in our congregation. 

If you see an error or omission, please contact
the church office so we can update our records.

August Birthdays
4 Ian George
5 Patti Gardenias
5 Cheryl Hanrahan
9 Tim Noble
9 Amelia Nieto
9 Ruben Renteria
13 Velma Wellborn
15 Michael Noble
17 Cindy Qualtieri
17 Loretta Cudney
18 Yvonne Flagg
21 Marcia Bale
23 Joan Brown

August Anniversaries
7 Derek and Elizabeth Updegraff (18 yrs.)
11 Daryl and Lee Ann Salmon (21 yrs.)
13 Connie Smith and Bill Stenger (28 yrs.)
20 Dale and Jean Grout (72 yrs.)

 
 
August Prayer Focus: for the school year ahead, for those
impacted by addictions, for people living in poverty, for
those who mourn

26 Sophie Weiss
29 Jean Grout
29 Chalmer Tomlinson
30 Lou Santino

 
Happy 100th birthday on Aug. 13th to Velma Wellborn,
who is pictured here to the left, with Donna Woodard. This
picture is in our historical archives.  



Highlighted Events
August 5: A tribute to the mid-century
architecture of the late Clinton Marr, architect
and United Methodist, at Back to the Grind
coffeeshop, 3575 University Ave. (6:30 pm). Marr
was the architect for the Wesley UMC church
and for parts of our own campus.

August 7: Bring beach towels for Sherman Indian
High School to church.

August 21: Rev. Kate Hunter will preach

Need to Reach Us?
First United Methodist Church of Riverside
4845 Brockton Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506
(951) 683-7831 (Mon to Fri 10am to 2pm)
 
secretary@firstchurchriverside.org

Ongoing Events
Sunday Worship: 10 am
Sunday School for Children: 10:30 am
Men’s Lunch Second Sunday after church.
Women’s Group: 
 Adult choir rehearsal: Thursdays, 7pm (Sept. -
May)
Bell choir rehearsal: Tuesdays, 7 p.m. (Sept. -
May)
First Sundays-Holy Communion 

Please email or call the church office to let
us know when your group is meeting and
any activity that relates to our church
(serving in the community, etc.) If you want
to use a room on campus, please let us
know!

Rev, J.T. Kim, Senior Pastor
pastorjtkim@firstchurchriverside.org

Becky Ruiz, Office Manager
rruiz@firstchurchriverside.com

Gayla Lonsbery, Bell Director
belldirector@firstchurchriverside.org

Robert Phillips, Organist
organist@firstchurchriverside.org

Karen Wilson, Preschool Director
fumps@sbcglobal.net

Church Staff

Our mission is to worship God, to
follow Jesus joyfully, and
to build community and 

mend the world through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Beverly Devine, Secretary
secretary@firstchurchriverside.com

Jesse Ruiz, Custodial Manager
jruiz28880@aol.com

Brad Tomlinson, Campus Supervisor
bradtomlinson4@yahoo.com
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Yvonne Flagg, Choir Director
choirdirector@firstchurchriverside.org

If you need a church nametag, let the church
office know. Nametags are nice, no matter how
long you’ve been attending First Church! We
have newcomers almost every week...and it helps
them feel more comfortable when they can see
our names. 

Need a Nametag?

Share Your News



In 1949, the preschool set up operations in what we
now called Mary's Kitchen. There were only 24
children and the playground was right outside those
doors. 

Our preschool directors have all been members of
First UMC: Faith Ruddell, Natta Lee Whiffin (35 years),  
Libby Gabel (5 years), Lee Ann Salmon (30 years) and
Karen Wilson (6 years so far.) The wisdom of their
leadership and a shared philosophy of “Play is the
Work of the Young Child” has anchored our preschool
at the top in popularity among parents.  

In the mid-sixties the church built a new wing, with six
spacious, classrooms, a new playground with
sandboxes, slides, swings and a two-story climbing
structure that looked like a red rocket ship. Carol
Stalder, one of the youngest teachers at the time,
rescued many new children who climb to the tip top
of the rocket and then refused to climb down!  

Julia Bidwell said she remembers that red rocket
many decades later. "My earliest memories of the
church were from FUMPS," she said. "For me it was
an extension of my church family, a safe place, a
place I enjoyed learning and a reflection of
everything I love about FUMCOR."
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The school serves around 144 families each year,
with flexible schedules that include early arrival
and an extended lunch bunch program that
covers 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

In 1998 we added 2,500 square feet to our play
yard and later our four foot fence grew to six
feet as preschoolers became braver and better
climbers.

 In 2020 FUMPS reopened after the Covid
shutdown with thorough research and planning
of director Karen Wilson and her staff of 17
teachers, who are all highly trained. 

Thanks to the generosity of our church
congregation and preschool families, FUMPS has
continued to offer scholarships for families in
need. 

 Enrollment is still open for Fall. Contact Karen
Wilson at fumps@firstchurchriverside.org

FUMPS: Play is the Work of the Young Child

150 Years; 
Past to Present

Each month we have introduced another aspect of
our history. For August, we pay tribute to a rock
solid aspect of our church, the First United
Methodist Preschool, or FUMPS, which opened its
doors more than 70 years ago. At right, Carol
Stalder retires after 42 years as a teacher for the
Pooh Bears. 



Join us for
Worship!

Sunday Worship starts at 10 am with Nursery
and Children's Sunday School

4845 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
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