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Congratulations to YOU, the faithful congregation of First
United Methodist Church of Riverside, on your 150 years of
missions, worship, music… and potlucks! As your pastor, I am
blessed and thrilled to be part of this incredible history,
celebration, witness, and gratitude in many ways.
Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to come on
Oct. 16. More details are available on the last page of the
Messenger.
This year’s Stewardship Resource book will be Defying Gravity:
Break Free from the Culture of More, written by Tom Berlin,
published by Abingdon. We will share this book for my
Stewardship sermons (10/9 & 10/23) and the Bible Study Series
(10/12 & 10/19). Details about this are on page 3 of The
Messenger.
It has been an amazing and delightful journey for me through
my new sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer since September 4.
The series will last for seven Sundays; however, due to special
Sundays in October, the final sermon will be delivered on Sunday,
Nov. 13. Thank you so much for your positive and exciting
feedback on my sermon series. Your encouragement is my joy and
blessing.
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Would You Like a Visit?
(Continued from page 1)

This year at Annual Conference, God
spoke to me through one of the Wesley’s
questions: “Will you visit from house to
house?” This question, read by our Bishop
Grant Hagiya, compelled me, once again, to
realize who I am, whose I am, and what I am
called to do in Christ as a pastor.
The pandemic kept clergy away from visiting
parishioners at hospitals and nursing care
homes, but by the grace of God, in 2022, I
have been gradually and cautiously able to
visit certain few members who need pastoral
care. So I would love to visit your homes! It
will be brief and I pray that God will create
more connections and fellowship, and more
opportunities for caring ministries.
So, if you would like to have a pastoral
visitation from me, please contact me
(Office: 951-683-7831; Cell: 619-370-2743)
and we can arrange our best date and time.
Furthermore, I will suggest visits, but it is
okay to decline. I trust your discernment and
respect your decision.
My pastoral visitation ministry will be an
on-going opportunity of being a true Body of
Christ not just the remainder of this year but
also throughout more years to come.
Love and Blessings,
The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor

Volunteer Opportunities
Will You Serve with Children?
Church School Needs more Teachers

Are you able to serve as a substitute for
church school? Children and youth through 8th
grade attend after Children’s Moment. We give
you training and we pay for the fingerprinting
costs. Lessons and supplies are provided for
you. Moms, Dads and Grandparents make
great Teachers! Even older youth can assist!
Contact Lucinda if you can volunteer.
childrensdirector@firstchurchriverside.org or
951-265-5773.

Youth Counselors Needed
Oct. 12 is First Meeting

If you are available to work with young
people, we have an opportunity starting on
Oct. 12 and continuing every other
Wednesday evening. You can help lead
activities or simply be there to provide
additional supervision. Fingerprinting costs
are covered by the church and training (1-1
½ hrs) is required. Our youth can benefit
from adult role models like you!

Be the Light of the World

Faithful God, thank you for the people
who passed down faith to me.
Show me how to pass down my faith
to someone else. Amen.

firstchurchriverside.org

Carrying the symbols of Christ in the church
and into the world are important reminders for
our congregation and visitors. Both adults and
youth can serve as acolytes. We need two
people each week; so if you are able, please
contact Lucinda at (951) 265-5773. Thanks to
Justice and Joseph Juarez, Lily and Julia Zeeb,
Kristen Beals, Carli Renteria, the Arguelles
family and many others for serving in this way.
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October is Pledge Month
This year’s Stewardship Resource book will be
"Defying Gravity: Break Free from the Culture of
More," written by Tom Berlin, published by Abingdon.
We will share this book for Pastor Kim's Stewardship
sermons and a Bible Study Series.
Sunday, Oct. 9 (Stewardship Sunday):
Stewardship Sermon #1 covers Chapter 1:
Discovering Gravity
Wednesday, Oct. 12 (Zoom): Bible Study on
Stewardship Series on Chapter 2: Breaking Free.
Wednesday, Oct. 19 (Zoom): Bible Study on
Stewardship Series on Chapter 3: Tethered to
God
Sunday, Oct. 23 (Commitment Sunday):
Stewardship Sermon based on Chapter 4: When
We Get It Right
Copies of the book will be available at the church
office for your convenience. A donation of $10 is
suggested and appreciated to cover the cost of each
book.
If you would like to join the Bible Study or have any
question about stewardship, please contact
pastorjtkim@firstchurchriverside.org or call 951-6837831.

Do You Still Want Envelopes?
Thank you to all who continue to donate to
the church! Your giving is crucial to the
operations and maintenance of the church, as
well as the support of our worship service and
several missions projects.
It’s time to order our 2023 contribution
envelopes. If you’ve changed your envelope
preference in the last couple of years and wish
to resume receiving offering envelopes with your
contribution number on them, please contact
Becky Ruiz, Office and Finance Manager, by
October 15, 2022.
She can be reached via email:
rruiz@firstchurchriverside.org or phone (951) 6837831.

Big Thanks!

Dear Helping Hands Ministry,

Daryl Salmon, Greg Laird, and Kirk Weakly,

Thank you very much for the sunshade
you put up for us over our sandbox.
Because of you and your generosity of
time and effort we are able to paint and
play to our hearts' content! You guys are
the Greatest!

From your Preschool Friends

firstchurchriverside.org
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What We Need
Bring snacks like chips,
vegetables and fruit to
share. (pizza and drinks
will be provided.)
Okay to leave the food in
the church refrigerator
after the service.
Bring wrapped candy in
advance to the narthex so
we can share. Avoid
peanut products because
it is a common allergy.
Think about costumes and
make them family friendly.
Be sure to sign up for a
drawing for a basket with
movie tickets and popcorn
for four people.
Invite your friends! This is a
community event.

Halloween Hop is Here

Come in costume and dance to Halloween tunes with a professional

DJ or simply sit and enjoy the antics at our Halloween Hop from 5 to 7
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 30. We provide the pizza. All ages are welcome.
"Please invite your friends because this is a community event and
one of the ways we are building our family and youth programs," said
Lucinda Edmunds, director of youth and family services.
We still need wrapped candy in advance and snacks that night.
Details are at the left. If you have any questions, contact Lucinda at
childrensdirector@firstchurchriverside.org or

Bats in Our Belfry
A Crazy, Creepy Organ Concert

Organist Robert Phillips and special guests will offer a spooky
Halloween concert at 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29, featuring our
magnificent Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ. Of course, it wouldn’t be a
Halloween concert without Johann Sebastian Bach’s “Toccata and
Fugue in D Minor,” but you’ll also hear his other big “Toccata in D
Minor.” The monster contingent will be well-represented by Edgar
Winter’s “Frankenstein” and music specifically written to accompany
silent films about vampires. Creepy critters, depicted in sonic
splendor, will swarm the sanctuary, including menacing biblical birds,
bats, goblins, and bugs (hornets, locusts, weevils, fleas, ants—all your
favorites!). Television themes, “Ghoultide carols,” and a cheery ditty
from the Requiem Mass will round out the spine-tingling selections.
There is no charge for the concert, but a freewill offering will be
taken to benefit the Organ Dedicated Fund, which has already paid
for some important changes. Invite a friend and keep those donations
coming.

firstchurchriverside.org
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Partnership with Central
First UMC Riverside is now officially in a partnership with
Central Middle School across the street. Our goal is to
provide school supplies and pantry items to students in
need. This partnership is both a missions outreach and a way
to interact with families in the neighborhood around the
church. Lucinda Edmunds and Lyn Knowles are currently the
leaders on the project.

Uplifting Lives in Faith Together
U.P.L.I.F.T.
Wednesday, Oct. 12 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Methodist Youth Fellowship will start up again for 5th through
12th grades. Our meetings will include fellowship with other
youth, games, contests, music, art, recreation, and special
events. Please register your youth when you attend the first time.
Park in the back and we will start in Mary’s Kitchen with pizza, of
course! Come and bring a friend!

Santa's Workshop Dec. 10
Save a few hours on the afternoon of Saturday, Dec. 10 for cookies,
crafts, games and Christmas carols in the Fellowship Hall. This is our
"Santa's Workshop" outreach event. And yes, Santa will be there.
Invite your friends and neighbors!

firstchurchriverside.org
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Key News & Notes

Oct. 12 - Executive Committee at 1 p.m.
Oct. 13 - Out to Lunch Bunch at 11 a.m.

Lunch at Backstreet
Oct. 20 - UMW Bible Study at 7 p.m.
New study begins
Oct. 25 - Citrus Circle at 7 p.m.
Circle will continue on Zoom
No Almond-Wesleyan Circle Meeting
No Unit Meeting in October
For information call Pam Conlin 951-237-5470

You Were Made for this Moment
United Women in Faith invite you to join this 5-week study of
the book of Esther "You Were MADE for this MOMENT" by Max
Lucado beginning Oct. 20.
We meet via zoom on Thursday Nights at 6:45 for social time
and the study begins at 7 p.m. For more information, contact
Lyn Knowles at (951) 737-3541 or Diane Encino at (951) 2649656.

"For surely I know the plans I have
for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare
and not for harm,

to give you a future with hope.
Then when you call upon me
and come and pray to me,
I will hear you."
Jeremiah 29: 11-12

firstchurchriverside.org
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Prayers
and

Praises
Joys & Concerns

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Please join with us in giving thanks for the birthdays
and anniversaries in our congregation.

Chris & Cindy Jensen, Bill Kerrick’s family,
Jim & Genette Sizer, Jim Ashworth,
Deborah Hofmann’s family,
Georgia Miller’s family,
Mary Herrmann, Chandra Roberts,
Donald Greywood,
Lolita Manacop’s son and daughter,
Benjamin, and Moonin; Derrick, son of Kim
and Brad Austin and grandson of Judy Bello;
Barbara Jo Wilson, Myra Williams’ family
If you see an error or omission, please contact the
church office so we can update our records.

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries

Mary Lou Kerrick
1
Lillian Popko
1
Shirley Parks
2
Micheline Scoggins 2
Melva Cooke
3
Norma Nelson
3
Kim Earhart
4
Rolando Arguelles
5
Matt Gorder
8
John McDonald
8
Steve Walker
9
Bev DeFrance
11
Barbara Spencer
11
Jules Ream
13
Liz Jennings
15
Jonathon Williams
18
Susan Straight
19
Susan Tomlinson
21
Doris Washburn
21
Jim Conlin
23
Sabrina Gilbert
24
Allysen Angel
26

Romeo and Juliet Lardizabal 5
Timothy and Dana Traver
12
Roy and Cheryl Riggs
19
David and Sarah Fraser
20

Our mission is to
worship God, to follow
Jesus joyfully, and
to build community and
mend the world
through the power of
the Holy Spirit.

----Save the Date ---

We will hold this year's Church Conference via Zoom at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 28 with our East District
Superintendent Rev. Saia Tu'itahi. The theme is: “Our Parable of the Pandemic.” Every member of the
congregation is invited to attend. We will thank God and celebrate our missions and ministries together!

firstchurchriverside.org
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Highlighted Events
Oct. 12: Youth group for 7th to 12th grades, and
their families (5:30 pm in Mary's Kitchen)
Oct. 16: 150th Anniversary celebration
Oct. 23: Commitment Sunday
Oct. 29: Halloween organ concert (7pm)

Need to Reach Us?
First United Methodist Church of Riverside
4845 Brockton Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506
(951) 683-7831 (Mon to Fri 10am to 2pm)
secretary@firstchurchriverside.org
firstchurchriverside.org

Oct. 30: Halloween Hop (5 to 7 pm)

Ongoing Events
Sunday Worship: 10 am
Sunday School for Children: 10:30 am
Men’s Lunch Second Sunday after church.
Women’s Group:
Adult choir rehearsal: Thursdays, 7pm (Sept. - May)
Bell choir rehearsal: Tuesdays, 7 p.m. (Sept. - May)
First Sundays-Holy Communion

United Methodist Men Offer Lunch
Oct. 9 on Safety

Church Staff
Rev, J.T. Kim, Senior Pastor
pastorjtkim@firstchurchriverside.org

Becky Ruiz, Office Manager
rruiz@firstchurchriverside.com

Beverly Devine, Secretary
secretary@firstchurchriverside.com

Gayla Lonsbery, Bell Director
belldirector@firstchurchriverside.org

Robert Phillips, Organist
organist@firstchurchriverside

Karen Wilson, Preschool Director
fumps@sbcglobal.net

Lucinda Edmunds, Youth & Children
The next meeting of the United Methodist Men is
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 9 in Fellowship
Hall. Everyone is invited!
Our featured speaker for this month's meeting is our
very own George Callow, who is a private investigator.
George recently joined our congregation at FUMCOR,
and is retired after a long career with the Riverside
Police Department.
We've asked George to tell us about his career in law
enforcement and service to our community. He will also
give us some tips on how we can improve security for
our congregation, including during our Sunday morning
worship services. This is just the start of our planning in
this area. This will be a great chance to meet George
and welcome him to FUMCOR. The meeting will start
with devotions and prayer. George's talk will be next,
followed by a great lunch, made by David Fraser. The
cost of the lunch is $ 6 per person or $ 15 for a family.
We hope that you can join us for this time of fellowship.

firstchurchriverside.org

childrensdirector@firstchurchriverside.org

Jesse Ruiz, Custodial Manager
jruiz28880@aol.com

Brad Tomlinson, Campus Supervisor
bradtomlinson4@yahoo.com
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150 Years;
Past to Present

Each month we have introduced another
aspect of our history. For October, the time
to celebrate is finally here!

150th Anniversary Event Set for Sunday, Oct. 16
After nearly a year of planning, the 150th
Anniversary committee invites the church family to
stay for lunch on Sunday, Oct. 16 to
celebrate the founding of our church.
Our special guest preacher that morning is our
District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Saia Tu'itahi.
Others who are planning to be there are Rev. John
Yoon and his wife, Mina; Rev. Jan Ritzau Wiley and
her husband Rev. Mark Wiley; Rev. Sue Ritzau
Farley and her husband Tim Farley; our former
youth leader Perry Wiggins and our former choir
director Richard Steffen.
Immediately after church, David Fraser and
Sarah Overton Fraser will take us on a brief tour of
our history, telling us the story of how we
were the second church founded in the new
colony of Riverside.
By noon we pick up box lunches in Fellowship
Hall, where we can see a slide show and photo
albums. The United Women in Faith will provide
ice cream treats for dessert. Children can play
games in the Fireside Room. We also have a 1 p.m.
tour of the preschool and a 1:30 p.m. tour
of the stained glass windows. You will be able to
purchase coffee mugs and mousepads at the
event, which is one of the ways we are raising
money to pay for festivities.

firstchurchriverside.org

We have letters of congratulations coming in from
elected leaders and former pastors and even a video
greeting from our Bishop Grant Hagiya.
Cindy Marr, who provided the picture above of her
mom and dad's wedding in the old church sanctuary,
will pal around with her MYF friend Cheryl Fitch
Briggs. The Tomlinsons, the Nelsons and the Kerricks
will be there in force.
Already you can see a history display in the
education display cases, created by the history
committee.
"Thanks to all the 150th Celebration Committee
members who have been working hard to make sure
our celebration to be a meaningful and joyful
opportunity for glorifying God’s name and for sharing
God’s love with everyone," said Pastor Kim.
Bring a friend, reach out to a former church
member, and don’t miss this event. This would be an
excellent day to wear your church name tag.
There is no cost to attend, but we will put out a
donation basket for lunch. For planning, please rsvp
to krislovekin@gmail.com

Scan the code to get to a 57- page
book of history. A short version will be
printed and distributed on Oct. 16.
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4845 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506

firstchurchriverside.org

Join us for
Worship!

Sunday Worship starts at 10:00am with
Nursery and Children's Sunday School
Adult Sunday School is at 9:15am

