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April 12, 2020: Easter Sunday Worship (Church@Home) Livestreaming 
Sermon by the Rev. J. T. Kim (First United Methodist Church of Riverside) 

 

THE EASTER HOPE 
(Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24) 

A Song of Victory 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever! 

2 Let Israel say, 
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
14 The Lord is my strength and my might; 
   he has become my salvation. 

15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
16   the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
   the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’ 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 
   and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has punished me severely, 
   but he did not give me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
   that I may enter through them 
   and give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
   the righteous shall enter through it. 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 
   and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord’s doing; 
   it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

(John 20:11-21) 

The Resurrection of Jesus 
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11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.’ 14When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 18Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 

 

 

Happy & Blessed Easter to you all! 

Unlike any other Easter Sundays in the past, this year: 

Even though we cannot gather in the sanctuary with family and friends, 

Even though we cannot share Easter greetings with smiling and lovely people, 

Even though we cannot join in singing Easter hymns with the Aldersgate Chorale, or the 
Bell Choirs, of the Brass Ensemble, or the Response Praise Band, 

Even though we cannot enjoy the beautifully decorated cross with all kinds of spring 
flowers, 

Even though we cannot have a fun time finding Easter Eggs with our families and children, 
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Even though we are living a disrupted, interrupted, and frustrated life now, 

Even though we are forced to stay at home in isolation and separation, 

Even though we cannot have family gatherings we used to look forward to, 

Even though we hear enough news of so many people becoming sick and dying 
everywhere, 

Even though we are grieving for our losses of loved ones without proper services or 
consolations, 

Even though we are scared, anxious, and confused about this time of crisis here and around 
the world, 

Even though we are worried, fearful, and uncertain about what’s going to happen next, 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ! 

Take heart! Rejoice! It’s Easter Sunday Morning! 

 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah! 

He is risen indeed! Christ is alive! And Christ Jesus is living in your heart, in our hearts, 
and in everyone’s heart who celebrate Easter – the New Life Jesus has given to you and to 
me. 

No matter we are apart, 

No matter we are confined in homes, 

No matter we are watching the online service from your big TV screens, computers, tablets, 
or tiny cell phone screens, 

My Friends in Christ, we ARE celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus together in one heart 
and one voice! And we are blessed! (Amen!) 

The central message of Easter story is HOPE. 
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It’s a Hope of New Life; 

A Hope of Love; 

And a Hope of Peace. 

This Easter Hope is not just a generic hope but a Living Hope in Christ. 

As I was reading the Gospel of John passage, especially the part when Jesus surprisingly 
appeared to his disciples, did you realize that it was the very first Sunday? 

 

There were NO crowds gatherings; No singing; No praising. No joyful noises; No smiling… 

Yeah, it was the FIRST EASTER Sunday! 

The disciples of Jesus didn’t know Jesus had been raised from death. They were scared and 
locked in their home.  

The first part of V. 19 states: 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews… 

Yup… they were so fearful that they locked down their house and put themselves in some 
kind of quarantine – separated themselves from other people, especially the Jewish 
authorities who might chase them down. 

They were alone, hopeless, and lost. 
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Because of the Master, they risked everything so that they could follow him. 

Jesus was their hope, their dream, their crown, and their glory. 

Jesus was everything to them. 

However, sadly and shockingly, Jesus was crucified on the cross. Their world turned 
upside down. Now they were fearing for their lives, because they had been associated with 
Jesus. 

So, they were hiding, trying to figure out how to run away from all these life-and-death 
devastations. Probably, each of them was already devising an exit plan. 

Obviously, they forgot everything that Jesus had told them before about his death and 
Resurrection. But they didn’t seem to remember any of the words. They didn’t know what 
to do next or how long they should stay in hiding. 

Then, just like Star Trek, Jesus is transported into their home. 

 

I’m not sure -- but probably Jesus is saying, “Ta-da!” He does not even knock on the door. 
He just appears! 

The second part of V. 9 describes the scene: “… Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ “ 

In the midst of the scariest day of their lives, these disciples are stunned by the sudden 
presence of the Risen Jesus. The first words of Jesus: “Peace be with you.” 
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I believe one of the most important differences between the very first Easter Sunday and, 
2,000 years later, today’s Easter Sunday would be: They never experienced such a 
transformative life-changing miracle like the Resurrection of Jesus before! 

20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord.  

It was their very first Easter celebration and, from that moment on, everything was 
changed –- including their lives! 

Today, as we are celebrating Easter, we Christians already know how the Easter story ends. 
And we have found HOPE in Christ. 

Thanks to Dominic our soloist for singing this morning’s special music, “In Christ Alone,” 
which is one of my favorite Easter songs.  

 

The song begins like this: “In Christ alone / my hope is found / He is my Light, my Strength, my 
Song…” 

 

Because of this Living Hope in Christ, we can sustain our lives with: 

God’s Victory! 

God’s Peace over Fears! 
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God’s Love over death and sins. 

God’s Hope over despair! 

Because Jesus lives, we can be stronger than ever! We can trust God’s faithfulness and 
promise more than being afraid of the Pandemic. 

And we can be more courageous than ever! Because we have this Living Hope in Christ! 

Psalm 118, also known as a Song of Victory, begins with this familiar verse. 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever! 

As God’s Easter People, we can celebrate God’s Victory through the Resurrection of Jesus! 
The last three verses from this morning’s passage remind us of how we should live our life. 

22 The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord’s doing; 
   it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

We know the Easter Story and we celebrate Easter every single year with grateful and 
joyful hearts in order to remind us of the Resurrection faith in Christ. This year should be 
no different from any previous Easter celebrations. 

I know so many people have lost precious lives – everywhere in the world. So many people 
lost their jobs and incomes. So many people are still sick and suffering. So many people are 
losing their patience, sanity, and even hope. 

However, let us remember Jesus lives! As long as Christ is dwelling in your heart and in 
your life, and you sincerely and faithfully follow his words and deeds, you can live out a 
life of Resurrection faith! 

As a matter of fact, for Christians, every single Sunday IS an Easter Sunday! Regardless of 
the seasons and times and ages, we hold this Living Hope in Christ. 

1 Peter 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

The Easter Hope is the Living Hope! “Living Hope” is not a vague concept, like “sometime 
in the future,” or “near future,” or  “simply later.”  No – Living Hope in Christ empowers 
you to live out your faith in the Risen Christ right here and right now, no matter what kind 
of trials we are going through now. The Living Hope guides you to more life-giving 
opportunities.   
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In v. 21, Jesus blesses his disciples with peace then sends them to share the Peace of the 
Living Christ. 

21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 

On the first Easter, the disciples were commissioned to ministry with Christ’s peace. So are 
we today, 2020 Easter. 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ! 

We are called to share this Peace of Christ with everyone –- every Sunday -– everyday! 
Because the Living Christ is always dwelling in your life and mine, affirming our faith with 
the Living Hope! 

 

Christ is risen! Happy Easter, everyone! 

Thanks be to God! (Amen) 


