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March 29, 2020: 5th Sunday in Lent: Church@Home Livestreaming via http://facebook.com/firstchurchriverside/ 
Sermon by the Rev. J. T. Kim (First United Methodist Church of Riverside: https://firstchurchriverside.org) 

 

LIVING A LIFE-GIVING LENT (AND BEYOND) 
(Ezekiel 37:1-14) 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you 
know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will 
lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

(Romans 8:6-11) 

Life in the Spirit 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 

(John 11:1-45) 

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This 
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illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

7Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told 
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to 
him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is 
dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will 
rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus 
said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, 
‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 
she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus 
began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is 
a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, 
‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake 
of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

“Faith makes all things possible... Love makes all things easy.” 
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So true! It’s a time for loving one another and others more than ever! It’s not a time for any negative thoughts, 
but more constructive, understanding, and caring for ourselves and for others. Love always is the best answer 
for sustaining our lives, especially as we are going through this disrupted life. 

“Faith makes all things possible... Love makes all things easy.”  I have always thought about this statement 
sincerely in my life; however, someone else already had said it - over 120 years ago.  

 

This is one of the most famous quotes of the 19th century’s American Evangelist D. L. Moody (1837-1899). He 
was the founder of the Chicago’s famous Moody Memorial Church, Moody Bible Institute, and Moody 
Publishers. 
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As a young man, D.L. Moody was called upon suddenly to preach a funeral sermon. He hunted all throughout 
the four Gospels trying to find one of Christ's funeral sermons, but searched in vain. He found that Christ Jesus 
broke up every funeral he ever attended.  

 

 

Death could not exist where Jesus was.  When the dead persons heard his voice, they sprang to life.  

 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and the life.” 

This profound and amazing proclamation is found from the story of Jesus and Lazarus. I am sure you all are 
familiar with this amazing story of Jesus raising Lazarus from death to life. 
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Along with this Gospel story, Ezekiel from the Old Testament, and Romans from the New Testament, are all 
this morning’s readings on the 5th Sunday in Lent. I know this morning’s Gospel reading is so long! But the 
story and its message are too important to miss or skip. 

Next Sunday will be the 6th Sunday in Lent. Yes, it will be Palm Sunday, also Passion Sunday! What an 
unusual Lenten journey we all have been walking together! 

 

This morning, I’d like to emphasize an important key word “LIFE-GIVING” that can be found from all three 
Scriptures this morning. And my sermon title is “LIVING IN A LIFE-GIVING LENT (AND BEYOND).” 

So, please keep the word “life-giving” in your mind during my sermon. And I’d like to share with your three 
lessons from these Scriptures and the Gospel. 

I. YOU ARE CALLED TO SHARE THIS GIFT OF GOD’S LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT WITH 
EVERYONE 

Let’s begin with the story of the Valley of Dry Bones from Ezekiel. 

 

 

Last Sunday, I shared with you my sermon, “Walking Through the Valley of the Shadow of Death,” based on 
Psalm 23. Yes, walking through the Valley of the Shadow of Death is fearful and dangerous. 

On the other hand, from Ezekiel, even looking at this Valley of Dry Bones sounds more deadly and hopeless! 



- 6 - 

 

It’s a picture of total destruction and devastation. 

However, amazingly, these “once-dead-gone-and-decayed-now-dried-up-and-lifeless” bones are becoming 
alive! Wow! 

O.K. I am not going through the whole story again. 

Interestingly, notice that God restores the lives of the dry bones to life in two steps. These dry bones scattered 
all over the valley must be all those slain soldiers – once mighty, but now lifeless. 

But an amazing thing is happening. 

Verse 8 says: “I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them…”  

Wow!  Unbelievable! The first step is done. They got their physical bodies back: sinews, flesh, and skin, and so 
on. But it is not enough for them to become full humans yet. 

Maybe they still look like “zombies,” and cannot stand properly. They are missing the most important thing to 
become and live as true human beings. What do they need the most? 

Verse 8 continues: but there was no breath in them. So, Ezekiel prophesies one more time to give them 
“breath”! 

Yes, finally, the second step is complete, and they are alive! They are now the living beings once again! 
Amazing! 

God restores flesh to the bones and brings them back to life by breathing into them! Interestingly, the Hebrews 
word for “Breath” (Ruach) is the same word for “Spirit.” Flesh alone, body alone, doesn’t make you a true 
human being – you’ve got to have God’s life-giving Spirit. 

Through prophet Ezekiel, God has raised the multitude of people to life from those “dry bones.” And God 
explains to Ezekiel what this miracle, or vision, means: 

11Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.”  

Notice, God keeps calling Ezekiel “Mortal.”  It’s not that God forgot his name. Probably, God could have 
called him “Zeke” or “Zee.” 

However, I believe that the message is not just addressed to Ezekiel per se, but it’s for every human being. 
Calling him “Mortal” is a solemn reminder of our human mortality and frailty. 
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Yes, within our limited time and, especially uncertain times we are going through, we must be filled with 
God’s life-giving spirit – rather than life-taking evil or mean spirit. 

Because of our disrupted lives now and later, we might cry out, just as the Israelites who were in exile, in pain 
and suffering: “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.”  

However, do not give up your Hope! Do not give up on God! 

In verses 12 and 13 God proclaims: 

I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back 
to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people. 

Yes, just as Lazarus was in his cave tomb, just as these people of Israel were living in graves, maybe we are also 
living in our own graves with so many negative feelings and distress and fears. 

But, God gives you the Good News. Yes, God himself is the Good News! 

God says, through Ezekiel in verse 14: I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live… 

Just as Ezekiel’s dry bones are brought back through the breath of God, so are we raised through God’s life-
giving Spirit! 

Yes, we have this amazing gift of God’s life-giving Spirit so that we can share this gift with other people by 
giving life, not taking it. 

 

II. GOD’S LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT EMPOWERS YOU IN YOUR LIFE OF TOTAL FAITH IN GOD 

Unlike many other miracles of Jesus, we wonder, why this Lazarus story is unusually long? But let me share 
with you significant and stunning points from this story: 

In order to do that, we can read this story in two parts. The first part of the story: Jesus lets someone die. 

When he heard that Lazarus was ill and dying, Jesus somehow did not show his reaction right away. 

John 11:5-6 

… though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 

It must be a very disappointing, sad, and sorrowful situation for the sisters, Mary and Martha, who ask why 
Jesus would not come immediately and why he just let their beloved brother Lazarus die. 

As a matter of fact, they were close friends whom Jesus dearly loved. Then still why the delay? 

In our lives, we cry out to God about life’s challenges, trials, hardships, problems, troubles, and all kinds of 
situations that we cannot comprehend. We keep asking, “Why?” 



- 8 - 

 

We wish we could have all the answers. But many times, we simply do not know. Why tsunamis? Why 
tornadoes? Why accidents? Why the deadly Coronavirus? We just do not know. 

But rather than searching for an answer to your hard question throughout your life, you need to focus on this 
question: “How can I make the rest of my life more meaningful than before?” “How can I live a joyful, grateful, 
and loving life again while serving God and other people?” 

Now, eventually, Jesus arrives at Bethany. 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  

Four days late! To Martha and Mary and everyone who is grieving, it appears that it is just too late to do 
anything. 

21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 

Many people have said and still say: “Timing is everything.” We wish we could detect the perfect timing in our 
lives so that we would not miss out on golden opportunities. Yes, it is hard for us to know any perfect time for 
anything. 

I came across this joke from Reader’s Digest (April issue): 

 

Good things Come to Those Who… Oops 

- Not yet 

- Not yet 

- Not yet 
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- Not yet 

- EAT ME NOW 

- Too late. 

- Avocados 

It is not even easy for us to figure out the perfect time to enjoy eating avocados. I know this - because I love 
avocados. I have missed several times of enjoying avocados in perfect condition. Either “Not Yet” or “Too 
Late.” 

The first part of Lazarus’ story is about illness, pain, suffering, death, sorrow, grief, uncertainty, despair, regret, 
blame, anger, frustration, and hopelessness. In addition to all of these, we tend to miss all the good timings for 
potential great opportunities. 

All these sound like something we already know and experience everyday: It’s our reality - called “life.” We 
are confined with our own time. Our lives are happening within a boundary called “time.” 

I remember, one of the Sundays. near the end of year, I preached about the two types of time. There are two 
different words for “TIME” in Greek: 

 

“Chronos” and “Kairos.” 

“Chronos” is the regular human time, local or global, that we always follow – its meaning is “sequence.” 

On the other hand, “Kairos” means “the right moment.” It’s “God’s Time” – a “divine moment.” Thank God 
that we can experience this “God’s Time” – “Kairos,” of course, through God’s life-giving Spirit. 

For Mary and Martha, they were grieving so much because they were only living in “chronos,” not knowing 
that a “Kairos” moment would be coming! Now, the Lazarus story continues with Kairos. 

In this second part of the story, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead to life! Yes, now, something amazing is 
happening. Jesus makes this famous proclamation: 

25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’  

Here is the turning point of the story, from misery to a miracle. This is the moment Jesus is inviting them to a 
moment of “Kairos.” I believe it’s verse 27 – Martha’s sincere response with faith! 

27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ 
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Jesus asks: “Do you believe this?” 

Martha answers: “Yes, Lord, I believe…” 

Her faith and response are not about whether or how Jesus would take care of this situation. It’s not about 
whether Jesus would actually do something! It’s not about whether Lazarus would be raised to life or not! 

“I believe,” she simply confesses: “Yes, I believe in You, my Lord!” 

It’s a confession that expresses “No matter what, I keep on trusting You, Lord, my Jesus.”  It doesn’t matter to 
Mary how things would turn out at the end of the tragedy. She believes in Jesus and trusts in Him in 
everything! 

Now, even though she is not completely perfect, she is ready to move into the next step of faith – experiencing 
a “Kairos” moment – God’s time.  

Now Jesus and Martha are heading to the tomb of Lazarus. After praying to the Father God, Jesus cries out! 

v. 43-44 

… he [Jesus] cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 
go.’ 

One of the best outcomes from this miracle of Jesus raising Lazarus to life is written in verse 45 

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

Moreover, Jesus had already said even before raising Lazarus to life: It’s verse 4, Jesus responds to the message 
from the sisters of Lazarus: 

‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.’  

At first, Mary and Martha, maybe along with their family, relatives, friends, and neighbors, could not fully 
understand how this apparent “tragedy”-- the death of their brother Lazarus -- would glorify God in any way. 
Probably they could not even remember what Jesus had said. They were only concentrating on their “chronos” 
time. 

However, now, eventually, they all realize and believe in Jesus, the Son of God, because their beloved Lazarus 
is alive! They finally understand the precious “Kairos” time through the new life of Lazarus! 

From this long story of Jesus and Lazarus, one of the very important lessons would be how we can be a part of 
God’s miracle! 

This year, we are grateful for the two Wednesday gatherings of the Lenten Soup Supper & Study. However, 
unfortunately, because of the “stay at home” order, due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, we had to cancel the 
remaining three more sessions. 

But I hope you would finish reading the book while you are staying at home. 

 



- 11 - 

 

In the book, Made for a Miracle, the author Mike Slaughter emphasizes God’s miracles have two dimensions: 
“Divine Intervention” and “Human Responsibility” (or “Human Initiative”). 

Because God performs miracles through people, God uses you and me for his miracles. 

Yes, you can be a part of God’s miracle when you faithfully live a life of total faith in God who always 
empowers you with His life-giving Spirit! 

 

III. THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, WHICH IS GOD’S LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT, IS DWELLING IN YOU! 

We, human beings, tend to have more hindsight with regrets than foresight with wisdom. We are not able to 
see big pictures in life. We are so weak, so vulnerable, and so limited; 

Think about it: 

 

This baby is looking at a mirror. 

Now, without a mirror, can you see your beautiful face? No –- you cannot even see your nose –- not to mention 
your ears or hair! (Maybe you can see your nose if you have a high nose!) 

So, even though we human beings are created amazingly and marvelously, we are limited. So, given all these 
limitations, not only physically but also mentally, how can we live by God’s life-giving Spirit? 

That’s why Apostle Paul emphasizes the importance of living in the Spirit. 

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  
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You would try to eat well, to exercise regularly, so that you can keep your body healthy and sound. 

 

Also, you would keep developing your mental capacity and keep increasing your learning so that you can be a 
better and more intelligent person. But how about your spiritual health? What’s your source of spiritual 
nourishment? 

One of the turning points for your spiritual and intentional development would be that you need to transition 
from your routine “chronos” life cycles into “Kairos” opportunities. 

Sustaining your life is extremely important. However, YOU are a spiritual person who needs to grow in Christ 
and to bear fruits of the Holy Spirit constantly. 

If we remain in flesh and not pursuing any spiritual life, we would be just confined in “chronos” time only. 
Then we would be controlled by our emotions and feelings and be overwhelmed by all kinds of earthly things. 

But life is so challenging in many ways –- our human tendency of self-centeredness always kicks in and we 
begin to blame other people and to criticize people of different opinions. 

So, without the Spirit’s guidance, we would end up like those “dry bones” and those who are always suffering 
from their miserable lives. Because the Spirit of Christ is God’s life-giving, not a life-taking, Spirit! We must be 
in life-giving mode constantly! 

1 Corinthians 15:45 

Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

Yes, the last Adam is Christ Jesus who died for you on the cross to give a life to you! Now, the Spirit of Christ 
is dwelling in you so that you can be a part of Christ’s work of love! 
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That’s why you need to intentionally grow in Christ, practicing your God’s given life-giving Spirit! Always 
think first before anything you are about to say or do: 

When you talk, ask yourself: Am I life-giving for this person by my kind and encouraging words or life-taking 
by my criticism or my gossip? Am I life-giving for that person by my good and generous actions or life-taking 
by my rude behavior or adding more problems? 

Starting right now, especially in these challenging days, let’s make our Lent a truly life-giving period. Only by 
yourself alone, it would be very hard. But, with the power of God, and with your intentional Spirit, you will 
experience a life-giving Lent and beyond. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ! My Church Family and Friends and everyone who is watching and joining 
our service this morning! 

 

Right now, even though our lives are seriously disrupted, interrupted, and inconvenient, we can turn our 
“chronos” time into “Kairos” –- God’s time -- by creating more opportunities for loving our family and the 
people in need. 

Even though we have no clue, how long “Stay-At-Home” or “Safer-At-Home” will last, we are living in God’s 
Time. We must do our best to live the true life that God gave us to enjoy. 

Please find more life-giving opportunities with your loved ones! Of course, stay home so that you can help 
saving lives. Yes, you can slow or stop the spread of the virus! Keep the “physical distance” from the next 
person. Wash your hand constantly for at least 20 seconds (sing: “God Is So Good!”). 

But you can do more for a life-giving life you can share. Play more with your children. Call and talk more with 
your mother and father and other family members and friends. Read more books! Sing more. Pray more and 
meditate more and read the Bible more. Develop your own way of spiritual exercise. Be more creative and 
loving in everything. It can be a wonderful life-giving opportunity! Make your Lent a special and memorable 
one. 

However, do not panic or be anxious about anything. Do not say or do any life-taking, life-hurting, life-
ruining, or even life-destroying words or deeds. 

Do remember: God’s life-giving Spirit -– the Spirit of Christ -- is dwelling in you always. Also do remember: 
you all are in my prayers! 

I miss you all. 
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This recent photo taken in Italy has touched my heart, even though it’s kind of funny -– preaching in the 
sanctuary with no congregation but with only the photos of his beloved parishioners. Maybe I am not doing 
the same thing as he did; 

However, please do know I am with you; I am always here for you. Amid this “Stay-At-Home” time, I am so 
grateful to God for being connected with you via Livestreaming. 

Again, thank you all - and I love you all! 

I’d like to close my sermon with Romans 8:11 

Apostle Paul urges you and me and every Christian: 

11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God! Amen! 


