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First United Methodist Church of Riverside 

April 19, 2020: Second Sunday of Easter 
Sermon by Rev. Beverly Devine, Retired 

Scripture Reading:  1 Peter 1:3-9      Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31  

Sermon: “In This Very Room”  

First person description from a woman disciple in Jesus’ time 

All this week, I have been trying to figure out how to live this extravagant affirmation of 
God’s love. How do I move from the grief of the crucifixion to such overwhelming joy?   

Last week…. When Mary of Magdala proclaimed that the tomb was empty.  We were 
stunned! We asked, “What does this mean?” We feared for our very lives we stayed 
together behind locked doors. 

I could feel the tension between the men and the women in the room. I tried to imagine 
being in Mary’s position right about then…-it was quite apparent that she believed-she 
was at peace – experiencing joy when she had just come from the traditional ritual of 
“anointing the dead”! 

I wanted to believe her incredible story. We each tried to offer explanations…then, we’d 
fall into silence…and then, we’d try again. And there, in that locked room, suddenly, 
Jesus stood before all of us, his followers, his disciples- men and women – and we were 
astonished!  

We rejoiced at his presence and were amazed at his words. Jesus revealed God as his 
Father – and it was as if we heard it for the first time! There he stood, our friend Jesus, 
God’s son, offering God’s blessing of “peace” to each of us. 

God’s message was that: -by trusting Jesus we can gain open minds -with open minds 
we can understand God’s message of peace and fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.  How?  

Jesus said, through the power of the Holy Spirit! And then, Jesus breathed on us…his 
breath calmed us, empowered us, encouraged us, excited us, and humbled us with God’s 
forgiveness for our sins. 

Hearing Jesus’ words, I remembered that, even before his resurrection, we saw Jesus 
revealed in power and magnificence but we could not all receive the blessing of faith. 
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In those moments, in this very room, some said that God’s presence, in Jesus, was 
revealed to them. They experienced God’s love, peace and forgiveness and some truly 
believed! 

But where was Thomas?  He should have been here with us earlier when Jesus spoke of 
peace and breathed on us…inviting us to “receive the Holy Spirit.” 

Here it is week later, and we have remained hidden from the Jews, here in this 
house…together, in the same room. There was a knock at the door. We were still 
struggling to feel safe and secure. 

Someone unlocked the doors, and once he was in, we locked them again... It was 
Thomas!  He came in, and I could hardly hear myself think! Everyone was talking at the 
same time…telling him what he missed! Some expected that Thomas would be 
excited…but, I anticipated his hesitance to accept their testimonies. 

Some in the room reacted to Thomas’ doubts with anger and frustration. Others of us 
understood. Some of us even agreed with his doubts, even after what we’d experienced 
last week! 

I understood Thomas’ doubting. His doubts had a purpose – he wanted to know the 
truth. He wanted reasonable explanations that would remove his doubts and replace 
them with belief! Thomas struggled to be faithful to what he knew.   

Weeks ago, even when we all knew Jesus’ life was in danger, it was Thomas who spoke 
in support of following Jesus saying, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  There 
was no hesitation in his following Jesus. 

Now, here he is and he is doubting everything that we’ve been telling him!? He’s not 
saying that the disciples, are wrong; he’s encouraging us to rethink the situation. He is 
reluctant and finds our explanations unconvincing. Then, the room went from chaos to 
silence in an instant! Something had changed.  

I turned, and saw that, here, in this room, stood Jesus again; even though all doors were 
locked, he was present with us…and he offered God’s peace to us all. 

Jesus was glad to see Thomas. Jesus knows Thomas is honest and his doubts are directed 
to clarity and stronger belief. And here, before a stunned Thomas, stands Jesus! Jesus! 
Risen from the dead! 

And he spoke to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas didn’t move. Thomas didn’t 
touch. Thomas believed. 

Then, Thomas proclaimed, “My Lord and my God!”   
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Some of us may have had doubts in the past, but never spoke them as loudly as Thomas. 
I may not have ever shared my doubts with anyone else—But I, like Thomas, lived with 
intensity – fluctuating between intense doubt and intense belief. We lived as a loyal and 
honest people and struggled with what Jesus was trying to convey. 

In that instant though, when Thomas proclaimed Jesus as his Lord, I realized that 
expressing doubt is a solid step toward faith. Sharing doubts, seeking answers and 
sharing faith stories strengthens faith.  

Still, I wondered: How could Thomas change his attitudes, his beliefs—in what seemed 
like an instant?! How can I?  My mind whirs:  Can’t I do just fine on my own? How can I 
be worthy of such blessings?  I’m not strong enough to have this kind of faith. 

Where do the scriptures tell me about this kind of faith?  Can I believe part way? Can I 
have one more sign? What am I afraid of?  Am I arrogant enough to think that once I 
have all the answers-- then I’ll have control? 

Just then, Jesus said to Thomas, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” He wasn’t scolding 
Thomas…he was truly joyful that Thomas finally believed! I wondered at his 
comment…why couldn’t I have been a believer before I saw him in this room – twice! 

As if Jesus could read my mind, I heard his voice –speaking just to me—as if no one else 
is in the room. “Peace be with you.”  “Me?”  “Yes, Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” “Me?” “Yes.” 

In a flood of memories and tears, I remembered Jesus’ teachings…his healings…his signs 
and wonders… his expressions of love to us, his compassion for the world, his 
commissioning of us disciples to go out into the world to love and to serve others. 

Here, in this room, I felt all eyes upon me. I wondered what’s going to happen next.  
Jesus will be leaving us again soon…yet I am at peace. Something in my heart has 
shifted. 

I feel the power of Jesus’ love. Now I know who Jesus is!  I proclaim, “My Lord and my 
God!”  He loves – even me and I am blessed! In this very room! 

My heart sings! 

Woman sings: 

In this very room there's quite enough love for one like me 

And in this very room there's quite enough joy for one like me 

And there's quite enough hope and quite enough power to chase away any gloom 

For Jesus, Lord Jesus… is in this very room! 
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Author/composer/arranger: Harris, Ronald S., Author: Carol Harris © Copyright 1979 Ron Harris Music. 
(CCLI# 11231812) 

Pastoral Prayer ends with the invitation to sing: 

In this very room there's quite enough love for all of us, 
And in this very room there's quite enough joy for all of us, 
And there's quite enough hope and quite enough power, to chase away any gloom, 
For Jesus, Lord Jesus ...is in this very room.      

Benediction Pastor and Congregation sing: 

In this very room there's quite enough love for all the world, 
And in this very room there's quite enough joy for all the world, 
And there's quite enough hope and quite enough power to chase away any gloom, 
For Jesus, Lord Jesus… Is in this very room. 


