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    Sunday Worship  
First United Methodist Church of Riverside  

4845 Brockton Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506  

 
 
 

Order of Worship  

November 30, 2025      10 am     First Sunday of Advent : “HOPE”  
 

*Please stand as you are comfortable.  
  

PRELUDE:  “Savior of the Nations, Come" by Johann Sebastian Bach /  Robert Phillips, 
organist  
  
*TRINITY BELLS  
 
*INTROIT : "The Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed" by Hal H. Hopson  / Aldersgate 
Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg  
 
*FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT READING  (Adapted from Mark 13)  / Jennifer Mahl , Liturgist 
(Liturgist) “Take heed, watch; for you do not kno w when the time will come. Watch, 
therefore, lest God come suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you, I say to all: 
Watch.” 
(All) Amen!  
 
*ADVENT CANDLE SONG VERSE : “Christ Be Our Light” by Bernadette Farrell  /  
The Aldersgate Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg, accompanied by  
the Allegro Ringers and Robert Phillips  
 
*LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE  / Scott and De’Ann McWilliams  
We light our first Advent Candle today as a reminder that we are watching for Jesus to 
come. God promised a Savior, and a Savior was born. God keeps all promises, so we 
watch, knowing Jesus will come again.  
(All) Amen!  
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*CHORUS / Congregation sings the chorus with Aldersgate Chorale  

 
 

*ADVENT PRAYER  / Led by Liturgist  
(Liturgist) Let us pray.  
(All) Help us to keep this candle’s light shining in our lives, Lord. We are the people 
who watch and wait for Christmas and want you to come to us again. Stay in our 
hearts this Advent season. Amen.   
 
WELCOME  / The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor  
 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  (1 Thessalonians 3) 

(Pastor) May God increase our love for one another and strengthen our hearts in holiness, 
as we greet one another in peace. Peace be with you!  
(All) Peace be with you!  
 
THE CHURCH AT PRAYER   
 -  Sharing of Joys and  Concerns   
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE (UNISON) (Isaiah 2, Romans 13)  
Everlasting God, we begin our journey toward Christmas with hope stirring within. 
Teach us how to get ready. Show how to prepare our hearts for Jesus. Help us walk 
in your ways, as we put on your Son, Jesus Christ. Guide us on your paths of peace 
and under standing, as we prepare our hearts anew for the road ahead. Amen.  
 
PRAYER RESPONSE : "Amen" (Danish)  
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CHILDREN’S MOMENT  /  Christina Graves   
 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Peter 1:3 -9 (NRSVue)  / Liturgist  
A Living Hope  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead  4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you,  5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  6 In this you rejoice,  even if now 
for a little while you have had to suffer various trials,  7 so that the genuineness of 
your faith —being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
fire —may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.  8 Although you have not seen  him, you love him, and even though you do 
not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 
joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
(Liturgist) The Word of God for the people of God!  
(All) Thanks be to God. Amen!  
 
ANTHEM:  "Carol of the Advent" by Philip R. Dietterich  / The Aldersgate Chorale  
 
*GOSPEL READING: John 1:1 -14 (NRSVue)  / Liturgist  
The Word Became Flesh  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being  4 in him 
was life,  and the life was the light of all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overtake it.  
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light.  9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did 
not know him.  11 He came to what was his own,  and his own people did not accept 
him.  12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God.  
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son,  full of grace and truth.  
(Liturgist)  This is the Gospel of Christ ! 
(All) Glory to you, O Christ! Amen!  
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SERMON: “FINDING GRINCH -PROOF HOPE AND PEACE (I)” / The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor  
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION: #213 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” by  Georg Weissel  /    
Led by Steve Kerrick, Hymn Leader /  All  
Verse 1  
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;  
behold, the King of glory waits;  
the King of kings is drawing near;  
the Savior of the world is here!  
Verse 2  
Fling wide the portals of your heart;  
make it a temple, set apart  
from earthly use for heaven's employ,  
adorned with prayer and love and joy.  
Verse 3  
Redeemer, come, with us abide;  
our hearts to thee we open wide;  
let us thy inner presence feel;  
thy grace and love in us reveal.  
Verse 4  
Thy Holy Spirit lead us on  
until our glorious goal is won;  
eternal praise, eternal fame  
be offered, Savior, to thy name!  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  (Jeremiah 33)  / Liturgist  
(Liturgist) As God promises to execute justice and righteousness in the world, God invites 
us to help make this promise a reality. Let us offer our gifts and our lives, that all may be 
blessed.  
(All) Amen!  
(Liturgist) I invite the ushers to receive  our offerings.  
 

OFFERTORY: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” by Lani Smith  
 

*DOXOLOGY:  #95  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  by Thomas Ken 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;   
praise him above, ye heavenly host ; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.   
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (1 Thessalonians 3) / Liturgist  
We thank you, God, for the joy we feel this day. We are blessed by this community 
of love, this sanctuary of acceptance. We place our trust in you, knowing that you 
care for us. With deep gratitude for all you provide to us, we offer our gifts to you. 
Cent er our hearts during this season of giving. Amen.  
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LAITY BLESSINGS / Kris Lovekin, Lay Leader  
 

*SENDING HYMN: #196 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” by Charles Wesley  /  All   
Verse 1   

Come, thou long -expected Jesus,  
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us,  
let us find our rest in thee.  
Israel's strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart.  
Verse 2   

Born thy people to deliver,  
born a child and yet a King,  
born to reign in us forever,  
now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal spirit , 
rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all -sufficient merit,  
raise us to thy glorious throne.  
 

*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION (Adapted from Our Shared New Vision of The United Methodist 
Church)  

(Pastor) May the Holy Spirit guide us to…  
(Congregation) LOVE BOLDLY!  
(P) May the example of Christ inspire us to…  
(C) SERVE JOYFULLY!  
(P) May strength of God’s love empower us to…  
(All) LEAD COURAGEOUSLY! AMEN!  
 

POSTLUDE:  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” by Michael Bedford  
 

In Our Hearts and Prayers  

James Herron, Doug Robinson, Devyn Salmon, Josh Salmon, Rizzy Manacop,  
Margie Baillod, Lucille Novak, Jun Valino, Patrick Russell, Jon Dugan, Gitanjali Spencer,  

Derek and Robin Austin, Liz Jennings, George Callow, Bill Ashworth, Norma Nelson,  
Ed Lamers, Mack Davis, De’Ann McWilliams, Michael Thompson, Pat Beals, Mary Boon,  

Melissa Williams, Kalvin Narayan and Shail Singh, John and Susan Logger, Mary Herrmann, 
Bill and Helen Nuchols, Jim Ashworth, Melva Cooke, Marge Wolter, Robert and Benita 

Roberts, Josephine Essien and family, Cheryl and Roy Riggs and family,  
family of Jim Conlin, our families, our neighbors, our country, our worl d 
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Blue Christmas Services   Led by Rev. Bev Devine  

 

Tuesday, December 2, 2025     Noon and 7 pm  

Our Blue Christmas Services are offered especially for those hurting during the holidays.  
The reasons for coming are many. Some come because they are mourning the death of  
a loved one. Some are far from home. Some suffer from illness, addiction, or estrangement.  
Some are lonely, struggling financially, or in conflict with another. Some hurt because of  
the great pain, need, and violence in our nation and world.   
 

We gather, in the midst of suffering, to remember God is good. God is strong.  
God is near. We are not alone, and we have every reason to hold on to hope.  
Welcome to this sacred space and time where we seek peace, comfort, and hope.  
We seek God’s presence – and we seek Jesus…the Light in the darkness.  

 

This Week  

Sunday, November 30  
-Worship: First Sunday of Advent — SERMON: “FINDING GRINCH -PROOF HOPE AND PEACE (I)”  / The 
Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor (Sanctuary) – 10 am 
-Children’s Sunday School (Club Ark and Nursery) -  10:15 am 
-See’s Candy Sales/Fundraising (Patio) – 11 am 
-Christmas Brunch hosted by Faith and Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) – 11 am 
 

Monday, December 1  
Trustees Meeting (Zoom) -  7 pm 

Worship Committee Meeting (Zoom) -  7 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 2  
-Blue Christmas Worship (Sanctuary) – 12 pm 
-Allegro Ringers rehearsal (Mary’s Kitchen) – 7 pm 
-Blue Christmas Worship (Sanctuary) – 7 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 3  
-UWF Walk About – Meet at Ryan Bonaminio Park. Meet at last parking lot near the playground – 8:30 am  
 

Thursday, December 4  
- Jim Conlin Celebration of Life (Sanctuary) -  1 pm 
-Reception following service (Fellowship Hall)  
-Aldersgate Chorale Rehearsal (Music Room) – 7 pm  
 

Friday, December 5  
-Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Mary’s Kitchen) – 7 am 
-Poinsettia Plant Dedications deadline! -  Email: secretary@firstchurchriverside.org  
 

 

mailto:secretary@firstchurchriverside.org
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Sunday, December 7  
-Chapel Prayer (Chapel) – 9:15 am 
-Donations due for Wesley UMC “Giving Tree” (Narthex)  
-Worship: Second Sunday of Advent; SERMON: “FINDING GRINCH -PROOF HOPE AND PEACE ( II)” / The 
Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor (Sanctuary) – 10 am  
-Children’s Church School (Club Ark and Nursery) -  10:15 am – 11 am 
-See’s Candy Sales Fundraiser – 11 am 
-Alternative Gift Fair (Fellowship Hall) – 11 am -  3 pm 
-U.P.L.I.F.T. Youth Sunday Dinner (Youth Room) -5pm  

◼ Pastor Kim will be on vacation December 8 to December 21  

 
 
Dedications are being taken now for the poinsettias  
to grace our sanctuary this Christmas season. 
To order a poinsettia, you may email the church office: 
secretary@firstchurchriverside.org 
Please provide the information by December 5 and pay by December 15. 
OR… 
 
 
 
You may complete the form found in the Narthex or church office and 
return it to the church office (10 am-2 pm) before Friday, December 5. 

 
Cost of a poinsettia plant is $20.00. Donors may pick up their plants after the Christmas Eve worship 
services. 
-Checks should be made out to First United Methodist Church (or FUMCOR) and marked 
“Poinsettia.” 
 
Either way, please provide the information regarding:  
 
Dedicated by:             
           
In Honor of:              
         
In Memory of:              

         
  

mailto:secretary@firstchurchriverside.org
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Music Copyright License Information  
 
Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come" by Johann Sebastian Bach. Public domain.  
 

Candle Lighting of the Wreath: "Christ, Be Our Light!" by Bernadette Farrell; setting by Joel Raney. ©2013 
Hope Publishing Company, OneLicense Song #80229, OneLicense #A735776.  
 

Introit: "The Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed" by Hal H. Hopson . ©1981 Lorenz Publishing 
Company , OneLicense Song #1034327 , OneLicense #A735776.  
 

Anthem: "Carol of the Advent" by Philip Dietterich. ©1962 Abingdon Press, OneLicense Song #31970, 
OneLicense #A735776.  
 

Prayer Response:  “Amen” (Danish). Public domain. 
 

Hymn of Dedication: #213 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” by Georg Weissel. Public domain . 
 

Offertory:  “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” by Lani Smith. ©1992 Lorenz Publishing Company, CCLI 
Song #2129170, CCLI License #11231812.  
 

Doxology : #95 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” by Thomas Ken.  Public domain.  
 

Sending Hymn:  #196 “Come, Thou Long -Expected Jesus”  by Charles Wesley. Public domain.  
 

Postlude:  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” by Michael Bedford. ©2015 Oxford University Press, 
OneLicense #A735776.  
 


