First United Methodist Church of Riverside
4845 Brockton Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506
December 14, 2025 10 am
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Third Sunday of Advent: “JOY”
Worship Through Music:

The Aldersgate Chorale’s Presentation
“GOD CAME NEAR"

*Please stand as you are comfortable.

PRELUDE: “Let the Heavens Rain Down the Just One” by Jeanne Demessieux / Robert
Phillips, Organist

*TRINITY BELLS

*CHORAL INTROIT: “The Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed” by Hal H. Hopson / The
Aldersgate Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg

*THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT READING / Loretta Cudney, Liturgist

(Liturgist) In the midst of our waiting and longing for God to make the world right again,

we cling to the truth that God has saved, God is saving, and God will save. So today, we
join our voices with the prophet Isaiah, who calls us to live in the joy of the truth of God's
salvation. Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the

will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
(All) Amen!

*ADVENT CANDLE SONG VERSE and REFRAIN: “Christ Be Our Light” by Bernadette
Farrell / The Aldersgate Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg, accompanied by handbell
ringers and Robert Phillips



*LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE: “JOY"” / Emilie Gorham

The Third Candle of Advent stands for joy. We are so happy Jesus came to be our Light
that we can't help but tell others about Christmas in what we say and do. Our joy shows!
(All) Amen!

*CONGREGATION SING THE REFRAIN WITH THE CHOIR: “Christ, Be Our Light” (Led by
Yvonne Flagg, Hymn Leader)
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*ADVENT PRAYER / Liturgist

(Liturgist) Let us pray.
(All) Dear God, we have joy from you, and we share joy because of you. Help us to
share the Light that comes at Christmas as we share this Advent light. Amen.

WELCOME / Sarah Overton Fraser, Worship Leader

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Isaiah 35, Luke 1, James 5, Matthew 11)

Beloved people, as those who are called to rejoice while we await the coming of our
Lord, share God's peace and be at peace with one another. Peace be with you!

(All) Peace be with you!

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER
- Sharing of Joys & Concerns



PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE (UNISON) (Isaiah 35, James 5, Matthew 11) / All

Joyful and patient God, you break into our Advent busyness with your extravagant
promise of glory and joy. Fire up our imaginations with holy trust in your goodness.
Inspire us with a patience that sees beyond our habitual longing for past glories
and understandings. Move us beyond our too familiar criticisms of one another
and of ourselves. Open our eyes and help us see your compassion, already at work
in our world: healing, restoring, strengthening, and telling the good news that you
are near. May we be signs of your everlasting joy for your people and for all the
world. We pray in the name of Jesus, whose nearness we proclaim. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE: “Amen,” Dresden

CHILDREN’S MOMENT / Christina Graves

Chriélmas Corlado.

“God Came Near”
by Tom Fettke and Max Lucado

The Aldersgate Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg,
accompanied by Robert Phillips

Narrators: 1) Loretta Cudney -- 2) Gabriel: Jeff Ashworth
Soloists: Jennifer Walker (Mary) and Kris Lovekin

Sopranos Altos Tenors Basses

Bev Devine Kate Lovekin David Fraser Jeff Benedict
Kris Lovekin Val Othon Steve Kerrick Phil Bremenstuhl
Jennifer Mahl Regan Pope Sean Lomax Josh Ponnuraju
Leslie Tomlinson Cheryl Riggs Bob Nelson Roy Riggs
Jennifer Walker Ruth Walker

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING (Isaiah 35, Luke 1, James 5, Matthew 11) / Liturgist

With rejoicing and patience, we not only wait for the coming of God's kingdom, we work
to make God's kingdom known. May the gifts we offer today reflect our trust in God, who
promises and gives us more than we can even imagine.

(All) Amen!

(Liturgist) | invite the ushers to receive our offering.

OFFERTORY: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” by Alec Wyton



*DOXOLOGY: #95 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” by Thomas Ken
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Luke 1, James 5) / Liturgist

Generous God who calls us to rejoice, you fill the hungry with good things and you
help your people in need. Receive the gifts we offer, we pray, and make them, and
us, joyful and patient signs of your coming justice and glory. Amen.

LAITY BLESSINGS / Kris Lovekin, Lay Leader

*SENDING HYMN: #246 “Joy to the World” by Isaac Watts
Verse 1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
Verse 2

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Verse 3

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow

far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.

Verse 4

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.



*CLOSING PRAYER (UNISON) / ALL (Led by Sarah Overton Fraser)

May God, who makes the desert blossom, fill us with the joy of God’s glory and
majesty. May Jesus, who brings good news to all people, fill us with the joy of
patience, as we await the coming of the Lord. May the Holy Spirit, who keeps
God'’s promises of mercy and justice, fill us with the joy of hope, as we walk the
Holy Way of Advent. Amen.

POSTLUDE: “The King of Glory Comes” by Aaron David Miller

We are called To pray for:

Dewey Edmunds, Rizzy Manacop, Margie Baillod, Jun Valino, Patrick Russell,

Jon Dugan, Devyn Salmon, Marie Madden, Gitanjali Spencer, Liz Jennings,
George Callow, Bill Ashworth, Norma Nelson, Ed Lamers, Mack Davis, Pat Beals,
Kalvin Narayan and Shail Singh, John and Susan Logger, Michael Thompson,
Melissa Williams, Mary Herrmann, Marge Wolter, Jim Ashworth, Mary Boon,

Bill and Helen Nuchols, Melva Cooke, Michelle Arguelles, Robert and Benita Roberts,
Scott and De’Ann McWilliams

THIS WEEK
B Pastor Kim is on vacation (12/8-12/14) and study leave (12/15-12/21)

Sunday, December 14

-Worship: Third Sunday of Advent (JOY) - Worship Through Music - Aldersgate Chorale
Cantata: “God Came Near” (Sanctuary) - 10 am

~Children’s Church School (Club Ark and Nursery) - 10:15 am

~Youth Worship (2" and 4" Sundays) (Youth Room) - 10:15 am

-UMM Luncheon with Sing-along! (Fellowship Hall) - 11 am

-U.P.L.LLF.T. - Youth Christmas Party (Youth Room)- 5 pm

Tuesday, December 16
-Preschool Christmas Program (Sanctuary) - 11:30 am
-Bell Rehearsal (Sanctuary) - 7 pm

Wednesday, December 17

-UWF Walk About (Off-Campus) - 8:30 am

-UWF Christmas Brunch (Fellowship Hall) - 10 am
-Preschool Christmas Program (Sanctuary) - 11:30 am

Thursday, December 18
-Aldersgate Chorale rehearsal (Choir Room) - 7 pm

Friday, December 19




-Men's Prayer Breakfast (Mary’s Kitchen) - 7 am

Sunday, December 21

~-Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship (LOVE) - Sermon: “Signs and Faithfulness” by Rev. Bev
Devine (Sanctuary) - 10 am

~Church School (Club Ark and Nursery) - 10 am

-Live Nativity (Front Lawn) - 6:30 pm

Monday, December 22
-Preschool closed 12/22/2025 -1/5/2025

Wednesday, December 24

~Church Office closes at noon

~Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion (Sanctuary) - 7 pm
~Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion (Sanctuary) - 11 pm

Thursday, December 25, and Friday, December 26
~Church campus closed - Christmas blessings to all!
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Onelicense Song #243929, Onelicense #A735776.

Introit: "The Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed" by Hal H. Hopson. ©1981 Lorenz Publishing Company,
Onelicense Song #1034327, Onelicense #A735776.

Advent Candle Lighting of the Wreath: "Christ, Be Our Light!" by Bernadette Farrell; setting by Joel
Raney. ©2013 Hope Publishing Company, Onelicense Song #80229, Onelicense #A735776.

Prayer Response: “Amen” (Danish). Public domain.

Christmas Cantata: “God Came Near” by Tom Fettke and Max Lucado. ©2018 CandelaWorks Music
(ASCAP), Onelicense Song #313704, One License #A735776.

Offertory: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” by Alec Wyton. ©1964 Carl Fischer, Inc., Onelicense Song
#36073, Onelicense #A735776.

Doxology: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” by Louis Bourgeois, Thomas Ken. Public domain.
Sending Hymn: “Joy to the World” by Isaac Watts, arr. from G. F. Handel by Lowell Mason. Public domain.

Postlude: “The King of Glory Comes” by Aaron David Miller. ©2005 Augsburg Fortress, Onelicense Song
#AF2019059, Onelicense #A735776.



