First United Methodist Church of Riverside
4845 Brockton Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506

Oroer of Worship

December 21,2025 10 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent - “LOVE"

*Please stand as you are comfortable.

PRELUDE: “Toda La Tierra” by David Cherwien / Robert Phillips, Organist
*TRINITY BELLS

*INTROIT: “The Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed” by Hal H. Hopson / The Aldersgate
Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg

*FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT READING: “LOVE" / Steve Kerrick, Liturgist

(Liturgist) The signs are there: God'’s love comes again, showering us with the light of
Christ! O Lord God of hosts, let your face shine, that we may be saved. With anticipation
of the divine, we remain expectant and marvel at the steadfast faith of Mary and Joseph.
(All) Amen!

*ADVENT CANDLE SONG VERSE and REFRAIN: “Christ Be Our Light” by Bernadette
Farrell / The Aldersgate Chorale, directed by Yvonne Flagg, accompanied by handbell
ringers and Robert Phillips

*LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE: “LOVE" / James Herron
Each Sunday of Advent we lit a candle with special significance: Hope, Peace, and Joy.
Today, we light this candle of Love, as a sign of our faithfulness, even as we seek, find,

and follow Emmanuel, God with us.
(All) Amen!



*CONGREGATION SING THE REFRAIN WITH THE CHOIR: “Christ, Be Our Light” (Led by
Yvonne Flagg, Hymn Leader)
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*UNISON ADVENT PRAYER / All / Led by Liturgist

We lay our burdens before you, O Lord, with our lives open and ready to receive
your light and love. Lead us toward your Son, Jesus, Emmanuel, as we continue to
wander with you in faith. Thank you for the many signs of your love, sent in your
infinite wisdom. We are anxious for the coming of your light, and we hear the
angels! Amen.

INTERLUDE: "Angels We Have Heard on High" arranged by Jason W. Krug / The Allegro
Ringers, directed by Gayla Lonsbery

WELCOME / The Reverend Beverly Devine

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

May Christ’s love fill you with joy and hope during this season. May signs of God’s
presence bring serenity, as you await the birth of light. Peace be with you!

(All) Peace be with you!

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER
- Sharing of Joys and Concerns



PASTORAL PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE: “Amen,” Dresden

CHILDREN’S MOMENT / Christina Graves

INTERLUDE: “Silent Night, Holy Night” by Joseph Mohr / Youth and The Allegro Ringers

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSVue) / Liturgist

® Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. * Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. # She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 2 “Look, the virgin
shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife > but had no
marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him
Jesus.

(Liturgist) The Word of God for the people of God!

(All) Thanks be to God! Amen!

ANTHEM: "Worship Christ, the Newborn King" by Lloyd Larson / The Aldersgate Chorale

SERMON: “Signs and Faithfulness” / The Rev. Beverly Devine

*HYMN OF DEDICATION: #210 “Toda la Tierra (All Earth Is Waiting)” by Alberto Taulé /
All / Led by Josh Ponnuraju, Hymn Leader

Verse 1

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One,

and the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord.

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.

Verse 2

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,”

for his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be,

with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts.



Verse 3

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain;
open new highways, new highways for the Lord.
He is now coming closer, so come all and see,
and open the doorways as wide as wide can be.
Verse 4

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared,

yet feel his presence throughout the earth today,
for he lives in all Christians and is with us now;
again, with his coming he brings us liberty.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING / Liturgist

(Liturgist) Like Joseph, we bring our gifts and lay down our plans, trusting that your Spirit

can shape our offering into something greater than we imagined. Let these gifts and our
lives be signs of obedience, humility, and hope. May they help carry Christ’s love into our
world. We pray in the name of the one who is Emmanuel—God with us.

(All) Amen!

(Liturgist) | invite the ushers to receive our offerings.

OFFERTORY: “Savior of the Nations, Come” by Dietrich Buxtehude

*DOXOLOGY: #95 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” by Thomas Ken
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING / All / Led by Liturgist

Lord of Heaven, accept these gifts from our hearts, that they may fulfill the
purposes of your people. As Christ’s light shines upon us, we rejoice in the
opportunity to share our abundance with others. Bless these offerings to the Christ
child and to our resurrected Lord. Amen.

LAITY BLESSINGS / Kris Lovekin, Lay Leader

*SENDING HYMN: #196 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” by Charles Wesley
Verse 1

Come, thou long expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us,

let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,

hope of all the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.



Verse 2

Born thy people to deliver,

born a child and yet a King,

born to reign in us forever,

now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

*BENEDICTION / Rev. Bev Devine

POSTLUDE: “Finale from ‘Partita on Hyfrydol” by Charles Callahan

We are called To pray for:

Timothy Speck, Dewey Edmunds, Rizzy Manacop, Margie Baillod, Jun Valino,
Patrick Russell, Jon Dugan, Derek and Robin Austin, Devyn Salmon, Marie Madden,
Gitanjali Spencer, Liz Jennings, Donna Woodard, Emilie Gorham, George Callow,

Bill Ashworth, Norma Nelson, Ed Lamers, Kalvin Narayan and Shail Singh, Mack Davis.
Pat Beals, John and Susan Logger, Michael Thompson, Melissa Williams, Kennedi Williams,
Bill and Helen Nuchols, Mary Herrmann, Jim Ashworth, Mary Boon, Melva Cooke,
Marge Wolter, Michelle Arguelles, Robert and Benita Roberts,

Scott and De’Ann McWilliams, the family of Connie Taylor

2025 Poinséllia Qedicalions
o Jo Hforor ~~

Michael Cudney, Jana Cudney, Lisa, Anthony, Alyssa, and Christopher
Zaldivar by Loretta Cudney

Scott and Deidre Kirkwood’s 24th wedding anniversary and
Scott Kirkwood’s parents, Bob and Dena Kirkwood
by Scott and Deidre Kirkwood

Zeeb family, Bong family, and Reupert family by Cindy Marr
Rev. and Mrs. J.T. Kim by Rev. Roy and Cheryl Riggs
My 107-year-old Aunt Helen by Linda Rydzik

Our parents and family by Brian and Susan Tomlison



2025 Poins ellin w/izmﬁons
wn T Wemory ~~

Rev. Dr. Lambert W. All by Mike Alfred
Warren J. Allard by Linda Rydzik and Brenda Allard
Our parents and grandparents by Linda Rydzik and Brenda Allard

Jim Conlin by Pam Conlin

Edgar and Eddy Corson by Beryl Adele Corson
David Cudney by Loretta Cudney and family
Mimi (Dawn Smith) by the Gabe family
Ryan Dungan by Christina Graves
Our Moms, Jaeman and Angela Lim
My parents, Clint and Gerry Marr, by Cindy Marr

Laurel McDonald - Wife and Mother
by Family of Laurel McDonald

Lucille Novak by Scott and De”’Ann McWilliams
Kathleen Phillips by Robert Phillips
Penni Powers, Phillip Powers, and Cecil Clayton by Tara and Paul Powers
Claudia Weber Timmerman by Roy and Cheryl Riggs

Dottie Anderle (Lee Ann’s Mom),
Ervin and Mary Madonna (Mahoney) Salmon (Daryl’s parents)
by Daryl and Lee Ann Salmon

Cliff and Margaret Berger by Carolyn Tovar
My Mom, Vaisini Vaka, by Talilatu Tupou

Julian C. Wright (Lynn’s father)
and Raymond and Elizabeth Fregeau (John’s parents)



THIS WL

Sunday, December 21

-Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship (LOVE) - Sermon: “Signs and Faithfulness” / Rev. Bev
Devine, The Allegro Ringers, and Children / Youth will sing (Sanctuary) - 10 am

~Church School (Club Ark and Nursery) - 10:15 am

-Live Nativity (Front Lawn) - 6:30 pm

Monday, December 22
-Pastor Kim returns to his office.
-Preschool closes 12/22 and resumes on 1/6/26.

Wednesday, December 24

-Church Office/Campus closes at noon.

~Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion, Aldersgate Chorale
(Sanctuary) -7 pm

~Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion, Allegro Ringers (Sanctuary) - 11 pm

Thursday, December 25 and Friday, December 26
-Church campus closed all day - Christmas blessings to all!

Sunday, December 28

-Worship (Sanctuary) - 10 am

~Church School (Club Ark and Nursery) - 10:15 am

-Youth Worship (Youth Room) - 10:15 am

~The Habit Fundraiser - bring flyer in person or on phone - 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
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