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 Sunday Worship  
 First United Methodist Church of Riverside  

 4845 Brockton Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506  

  
 

 

Order of Worship  

January 4, 2026  10 am  
 

Epiphany  Sunday ; New Year ’s Sunday ;  

Holy Communion  Sunday  

 

*Please stand as you are comfortable.   
 

PRELUDE: “We Three Kings” by Alec Wyton  / Robert Phillips, organist  
 
*TRINITY BELLS  
 
*OPENING HYMN : #246 “Joy to the World” by Isaac Watts  / Led by Phil Bremenstuhl, 
Hymn Leader  
Verse 1  
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.  
Verse 2  
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  
Let all their songs employ;  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
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Verse 3  
No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
nor thorns infest the ground;  
he comes to make his blessings flow  
far as the curse is found,  
far as the curse is found,  
far as, far as the curse is found.  
Verse 4  
He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love.  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Ephesians 3, Matthew 2) /  Led by John McDonald , Liturgist 
(Liturgist) In this holy season of Christmas,  
(People) Christ comes to us again.  
(L) In this quiet after the harried days of December,  
(P) God invites us to pause and reflect.  
(L) Our journey has led us here.  
(P) The Spirit is with us now.  
(L) Let us bow down as sages of old,  
(All) and worship Christ our King. Amen!  
 
WELCOME  / The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor  
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  (Psalm 72)  
(Pastor) May peace prosper in our world and in this place. And may we foster the 
abundance of peace by sharing signs of peace and love with one another. Peace be with 
you! 
(All) Peace be with you!  
 
THE CHURCH AT PRAYER  
- Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

 
AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed / All  
(Pastor)  Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments.  
Do you believe in God the Father?  
(All) I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
(Pastor) Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  
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(All) I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascende d into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  
(Pastor) Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  
(All) I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen!  
*universal 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  / Christina Graves  
 
*GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 2:1 -12 (NRSVue)  / Liturgist  
The Visit of the Magi  
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi  from 
the east came to Jerusalem,  2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we observed his star in the east  and have come to pay him 
homage.”  3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah  was to be born.  5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it has been wr itten by the prophet:  
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,  
for from you shall come a ruler  
    who is to shepherd  my people Israel.’”  
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi  and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared.  8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that 
I may also go and pay him homage.”  9 When they had heard the king, they set out, 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east,  until it 
stopped over the place where the child was.  10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped,  they were overwhelmed  with joy.  11 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road.  
(Liturgist) This is the Gospel of Christ!  
(All) Glory to you, O Christ! Amen!  
 
INTERLUDE : "En el Fr ío Invernal, (Cold December Flies Away)"  /  Phil Bremenstuhl, soloist  
 
SERMON: “EPIPHANY FOREVER” / The Rev. J. T. Kim, Pastor  
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION : #221 “In the Bleak Midwinter” by Christina G. Rossetti  
Verse 1  
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.  
Verse 2  
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  
Verse 3  
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,  
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.  
Verse 4  
What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  (Matthew 2)  / Liturgist  
(Liturgist) As the kings brought their gifts,  so now we are invited to share our gifts. 
Whether giving online, in the offering plate, through the mail, or with our lives, our gifts 
are another way we give Christ our worship and we give God the glory. May the Spirit 
flow through us and through our givi ng in this time of offering and in the year ahead.  
(All) Amen!  
(Liturgist) I invite the ushers to receive our offerings.  
 
OFFERTORY:  “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” by Alec Wyton  
 
*DOXOLOGY : #95  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” by Thomas Ken  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.   
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Psalm 72, Matthew 2)  / Led by Liturgist  
Gracious God, bless these gifts, that they may be as impactful as the gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh given to the Christ child by kings long ago. May our 
treasures bring honor to your name and support justice in your world. May our 
worship bring humility to  our hearts, and may our time and talents bring love to life 
in all that we say and in all that we do. Amen.  
 

https://hymnary.org/person/Rossetti_CG
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HOLY COMMUNION  
(Epiphany of the Lord Sunday; New Year’s Sunday)  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
(Pastor) The Lord be with you.  
(Congregation) And also with you.  
(P) Lift up your hearts.  
(C) We lift them up to the Lord.  
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
(All) It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
(Pastor) It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or you had formed the earth, from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God.  
 
You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth. You formed us in 
your image and breathed into us the breath of life.  
 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered 
us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your 
prophets.  
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven , we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  
(All s ing)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
(Pastor) Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have revealed 
yourself, our light and our salvation. You sent a star to guide wise men to where the Christ 
was born; and in your signs and witnesses, in every age and through all the world, you 
have led your people from far places to his light.  
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water 
and the Spirit.  
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me."  
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When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drin k it, in 
remembrance of me."  
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
(All s ing)  
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
(Pastor) Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
cup. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the 
body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  
(All s ing)  
Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  
(Pastor) And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:  
(All) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  daily  bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
GIVING & SHARING OF  THE BREAD AND CUP  
(Pastor) For those who are here in person, you are invited to come forward to take 
communion elements with three options:  
(1) You can take the communion in a traditional way. Take a piece of Bread and dip it into 
the Cup, then eat it.  
(2) Or you can simply take a “Fellowship Cup,” which includes both elements, from the 
basket and eat it in your seat. It’s your choice.  
(3) If desired, you may take a “Gluten Free Fellowship Cup” from the bowl. 
For those who are at home, via online or telephone, please take your own Bread and Cup 
now. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiousios
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COMMUNION VOLUNTARY: “Paraphrases of Gregorian Chants for Epiphany” by Charles 
Tournemire 
 
UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
(All) Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
LAITY BLESSINGS  /  Kris Lovekin, Lay Leader  
 
*SENDING HYMN : #254 “We Three Kings” by John H. Hopkins, Jr.  
Verse 1  
We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
following yonder star.  

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  

Verse 2  
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,  
gold I bring to crown him again,  
King forever, ceasing never,  
over us all to reign. [Refrain]  
Verse 3  
Frankincense to offer have I;  
incense owns a Deity nigh;  
prayer and praising, voices raising,  
worshiping God on high.  

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  

Verse 4  
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  
breathes a life of gathering gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  
sealed in the stone -cold tomb. [Refrain]  
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Verse 5  
Glorious now behold him arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain]  
 
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION (Isaiah 60, Psalm 72)  / Pastor Kim   
(Pastor) Arise, shine, as you go into the world!  
(Congregation) We will shine as we go into the world!  
(P) Shine with love and justice.  
(All) We will shine for all the world. Amen!  
 
POSTLUDE  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright" by Dietrich Buxtehude  

 

We are called to pray for:  

Timothy Speck, Dewey Edmunds, Rizzy Manacop, Margie Baillod, Jun Valino,  

Patrick Russell, Jon Dugan, Marie Madden, Gitanjali Spencer, Liz Jennings,  

George Callow, Bill Ashworth, Norma Nelson, Ed Lamers, Mack Davis, Pat Beals,  

John and Susan Logger, Michael Thompson, Melissa Williams, Bill and Helen Nuchols,  

Mary Herrmann, Jim Ashworth, Mary Boon, Melva Cooke, Marge Wolter, Michelle Arguelles, 

Robert and Benita Roberts, Scott and De’Ann McWilliams, the family of Connie Taylor  
 
 

 
THE WEEK AHEAD AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

Please contact the church office for more details.  
 

Sunday, January 4  
-Chapel Prayer Circle (Chapel) – 9:15 am -  9:45 am 
-Epiphany Sunday/New Year’s Sunday/Holy Communion  (Sanctuary)  – 10 am 
-Sunday  School (Club Ark and Nursery) – 10:15 am – 11 am 
-Church and Society/Missions meeting (Chandler Lounge) – 11:15 am 
-English Country Dance (1 st and 3 rd) Sundays (Fellowship Hall) – 3 pm 
-U.P.L.I.F.T. Youth Dinner (Youth Room) -  5 pm 
 

Monday, January 5  
-Trustees Committee Meeting (Zoom) – 7 pm 
-Worship Committee Meeting (Zoom) – 7 pm 
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Tuesday, January 6  
-Preschool resumes  
-Allegro Ringers rehearsal (Mary’s Kitchen) – 7 pm 
 

Wednesday, January 7  
-UWF Walk About (off campus) – 8:30 am  
-Parents Morning Out (Nursery) – 9 am – 12 pm 
-UWF Executive Board Meeting (Zoom) – 1 pm  
-The Response rehearsal (Sanctuary) – 6:30 pm 
 

Thursday, January 8  
-UWF Lunch Bunch (off campus) – 11 am 
-UWF Bible Study (Zoom) – 6:45 pm  
 

Friday, January 9  
-UMM Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Mary’s Kitchen) – 7 am 
 

Saturday, January 10  
-Refill backpacks (Koinonia Room) – 10 am – 12 pm 
 

Sunday, January 11  
-Worship/Baptism of the Lord  Sunday /New Member  Welcoming Sunday – 10 am 
-Sunday  School (Club Ark and Nursery) – 10:15 am – 11 am 
-Youth Worship (2 nd and 4 th Sundays) (Youth Room) – 10:15 – 11 am 
-UMM Lunch Program/Local Historian – 11 am 

 
 

Music Copyright License Information  
 

Prelude:  “We Three Kings” by Alec Wyton. ©1964 Carl Fischer, Inc., OneLicense Song #213097, 
OneLicense #A735776.  
 

Opening Hymn: #246 “Joy to the World” by Isaac Watts. Public domain. 
 

Interlude: “En el Fr ío Invernal (Cold December Flies Away.” Words: Catalonian carol, translated by 
Howard Hawhee, Spanish by Skinner Chávez Melo. Music: Catalonian carol, harmonized by Skinner 
Chávez -Melo. Translation ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Fortress . Spanish translation and 
harmonization ©1978 Skinner Chávez Melo.  OneLicense Song #09572, OneLicense #A735776.  
 

Hymn of Dedication:  #221 “In the Bleak Midwinter” by Christina Rosetti. Public domain.  
 

Offertory:  “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” by Alec Wyton. ©1964 Carl Fischer, Inc., OneLicense  
Song #207365, OneLicense #A735776.  
 

Communion  Voluntary: “Paraphrases of Gregorian Chants for Epiphany” by Charles Tournemire. Public 
domain.  
 

Sending Hymn: #254 “We Three Kings”  by John H. Hopkins, Jr.  Public domain.  
 

Postlude:  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright" by Dietrich Buxtehude. Public domain.  

https://hymnary.org/person/Hopkins_JohnHJr1820

