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Dear First Church Family and Friends:

Peace be with you all!

The California-Pacific Annual Conference,
held June 17 to 20 in La Quinta, included the
ordination of new pastors, the reappointment of
Pastor J.T. Kim to our church to start in on his 11
year, and an award that recognizes our faithful
service on apportionments. Plus, there was lots

of singing, worship and voting. Kris Lovekin, Greg DPO'LSTOF ||<'mG9r|‘|ee+S Rev. 4
r. Lincoln Galloway an

Laird, Sophie Weiss and Leslie Tomlinson joined his wife Romania

the pastor as voting delegates.

Our Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank presided, but she brought in guest
preachers and arranged for June 19 to be devoted to recognizing
Juneteenth, the day the last slaves were told that they were free (two years
after the Emancipation Proclamation.)

Our theme this year was “Astonish!” It means that we are coming into our
power as a justice-centered denomination after a long and bruising fight
over LGBT ordination that divided the denomination and reduced the size of
our United Methodist connection. Our church is now fully welcoming of LGBT
pastors. We no longer invest in fossil fuels, and we will pay our
apportionments to our conference in a 10-percent tithe of our church
income. We are in the middle tier with some churches paying 9 percent and
others paying 11 percent. The system is more transparent now, and it
acknowledges that some churches have more and should be paying more.

We heard more about lay training programs open to all of the
congregation. If you want to be part of training, let the pastor or the lay
leader know.

We heard wonderful preaching from Bishop Delores Williamston of the
Louisiana conference, who noted that we all have empty containers that can
be filled with oil that is poured out like a miracle from God.
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