
JULY 2026

The Messenger
First United Methodist Church of Riverside

4845 Brockton Ave. Riverside, CА 92506

Let Us Astonish the World
Dear First Church Family and Friends:

Peace be with you all!

The California-Pacific Annual Conference,

held June 17 to 20 in La Quinta, included the

ordination of new pastors, the reappointment of

Pastor J.T. Kim to our church to start in on his 11th

year, and an award that recognizes our faithful

service on apportionments. Plus, there was lots

of singing, worship and voting. Kris Lovekin, Greg

Laird, Sophie Weiss and Leslie Tomlinson joined

the pastor as voting delegates.

Pastor Kim greets Rev.

Dr. Lincoln Galloway and
his wife Romania

Our Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank presided, but she brought in guest

preachers and arranged for June 19 to be devoted to recognizing

Juneteenth, the day the last slaves were told that they were free (two years

after the Emancipation Proclamation.)

Our theme this year was "Astonish!" It means that we are coming into our

power as a justice-centered denomination after a long and bruising fight
over LGBT ordination that divided the denomination and reduced the size of

our United Methodist connection. Our church is now fully welcoming of LGBT

pastors. We no longer invest in fossil fuels, and we will pay our

apportionments to our conference in a 10-percent tithe of our church

income. We are in the middle tier with some churches paying 9 percent and

others paying 11 percent. The system is more transparent now, and it

acknowledges that some churches have more and should be paying more.

We heard more about lay training programs open to all of the

congregation. If you want to be part of training, let the pastor or the lay

leader know.

We heard wonderful preaching from Bishop Delores Williamston of the

Louisiana conference, who noted that we all have empty containers that can

be filled with oil that is poured out like a miracle from God.
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Astonish the World (cont)

One example of this for our church is our large buildings

and parking lot can accommodate new ministries and events,

especially since we have cleaned out cupboards and shelves.

This year is a 70th anniversary of the first year that women

were ordained in the United Methodist Church.

To see more of the photos from the 2026 Cal-Pac Annual

Conference, go here:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/calpacumc/

To see some of the videos and the legislation, go here:

https://www.calpacumc.org/ac2025/#1742510581553-
23652061-e479

Kris, Rev. Kate, Greg, Pastor Kim, Leslie, Sophie

District Superintendent

Rev. Moonyoung Lee

Volunteer Opportunities

Food Drive for Vets

Church and Society continues in partnership

with Camp Anza, a veterans housing complex in

Riverside. They especially need staple goods,

like pancake mix, soups, boxes of Mac and

Cheese, cereal and canned items. Be creative,

throw a tub of frosting in with a box of cake mix

and call it a birthday package. There is a box in

the narthex to collect your donations.

Reading Ministry
Family Promise of Riverside has aa program on

Tuesday nights called "Book Buddies." Just show

up and read to children in our own upstairs

Sunday School rooms. Claire Jefferson-Glipa
invited us all to be involved with donations or

hands-on help at a recent donor appreciation

dinner. Find out more at

www.fpRiverside.org/volunteer

Socks Galore

Greg receives the 100 percent

apportionment award

Pastor Melissa Rusler with

Pastor Kim and Greg

Pastor John Yoon and Kris A

FirstChurchRiverside.org

Pastor Mateo and Betsy, from

Borrego Springs

After the Father's Day sock toss, Cindy Marr,
Lee Ann Salmon and Barbie McEvoy delivered

all the donated socks to the HOPE room at

Wesley UMC for distribution.
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